
THE EVENING TELEGRAM, ST. JOHN’S, NEWFOUNDLAND, OCTOBER 19, 1918—3

Magnificent Feat
BY BRITISH DESTROYER CAPTAIN.

Belfast, Oct 12.—A grave collision 
ip the North Channel between the 
Irlih and Scottish coasts has involved 
the loss of the American transport 
Otranto and many lives of soldiers, 
officers and crew. The vessel with 
which the Otranto collied was the 
Kashmir of the Pacific and Orient 
Line. SS far as could be gleaned at 
the time of writing, the Kashmir’s 
wireless and other gear had broken 
down and; becoming unmanageable, 
she crashed in to the Otranto with ap­
palling effect

Splendid discipline was maintained, 
but in the terribly wild weather that 
prevailed, with very high seas, the 
task of rescue was attended with the 
utmost difficulty and danger, and a 
number of small boats were immedi­
ately swamped and their occupants 
drowned.

One of the troopers gave the follow­
ing picture of the scene when the 
transport was sunk: Soldiers lined 
up as if on parade and, at the word .Of 
command, stood to attention like 
statues. They never wavered. • They 
remained there in military formation, 
exemplifying during the crisis the 
noblest traditions of the army for 
heroism and discipline.

The same thing applied to the sea­
men. While the greater number stood 
by their respective boat stations 
awaiting final orders, others went 
about their duties as if nothing had 
happened, mending gear and. attend­
ing to one detail or another. All the 
while the gale was shrieking out its 
angriest and most menacing warnings 
and the sea was washing over the list­
ing ship as if to hasten its doom.

TREMENDOUS HOLE MADE.
The following graphic account of 

the collision is given by one of the 
crew of the Otranto:

"The convoy was somewhere north­
west of Ireland when the mishap oc- ' 
curred. It was very stormy at the 
time and the mist obscured every­
thing. I got only one glimpse Of the 
land on the starboard end and could 
see the breakers washing over the 
cliffs.

“The Kashmir was abreast of us 
on the port side. She suddenly veer­
ed, as if her steering gear had Jam­
med in the wfting direction. We man­
oeuvred to get-clear, but could not do 
so in time and ,we were rammed. There 
was a tremendous hole made in our 
ship’s side and many thought at first, 
she had befen struck with a torpedo. 
The damaged vessel heaved oyer, but 
righted herself again. The steam was 
shut off and the engines stopped. I 
saw one of the engineers making his 
escape through a ventilator. All the 
seamen lined up at their stations and 
the soldiers were on board waiting or­
ders. There was neither panic nor 
even excitement, though the ship took 
several heavy lists and it looked as 
it every moment was our last.

“All this time the fog was almost 
impenetrable and a heavy sea was 
rolling. The other ships of the con­
voy, in accordance with instructions, 
continued their journey, but after a 
while a destroyer came to our aid. 
The way the destroyer was manipula­
ted was splendid.
-'“The bugle then sounded ‘abandon 

ship’ and it was every man for him­
self. If there was loss of life or acci­
dent it was the result of Jumping at 
the wrong time or in the wrong di­
rection. I was carried into the de­
stroyer on the crest of one wave and 
dashed back on to my own ship With 
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safe at last on the rescuing war ves­
sel.”
“MY GOD, TORPEDOED AGAIN!”

"My God, torpedoed again!" this 
was the exclamation of a deckhand 
of the Otranto when the concussion 
of the Kashmir’s Impact shook his 
steamer from stem to stern. He had 
had the experience of submarine cour­
tesies Just twelve months ago. “Octo­
ber Is my lucky month at sea," he In­
terpolated, taking It for granted that 
the C^ranto had been torpedoed. In 
less «time than It took to teg it, he 
joined groups of sailors and soldiers 
on deck. The steamer had an ugly 
dent on the port side and the stoke­
holds had rapidly become flooded. 
Tremendous seas were running and 
the Otranto was pitching violenntly. 
Notwithstanding her great intake of 
water, the Kashmir had veered off 
again Immediately and her quick dis­
appearance was one of the mysteries 
of the tragedy.
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mander deserved a double V.C.

“I have spent my life at sea, but I 
never saw such a magnificent piece of 
manoeuvring and ship-handling In all 
my life. With the seas heaving so tur- 
bulently it was a miracle how he was 
not smashed alongside and how the 
small boats were lowèred tp act as 
fenders.

“The most tragic moment of the 
tragic morning was when the order 
came that
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out any security for compliance with 
provisions or promises.”—New York 
World.

"Let Germany recall its submarine 
fleet and surrender it. Let it sur­
render -its high seas fleet as well.”— 
Boston Post.

"Civilization was never nearer to 
the abyss of-disaster than at this 
hour.”—Philadelphia North American.

“The Germans are trying to escape 
without paying the_ penalty. "«—Pitts­
burg Gazette-Times.

“The answer must come from the 
military commanders, sword in hand."

Surrender, Not 
an Armistice

was a dizzy jump from the deck of the 
Otranto to the destroyer, but hundreds 

‘made it and owed their lives to it. 
Many suffered in the experience, but 
fractured limbs was preferrable to 
death. Some missed their Jump and 
met a terrible fate In the raging sea, 
or worse still, Were crushed between 
the vessels."

The last impression on the mind of 
the engineer, when leaving the Otran­
to, was.that of her brave captain, 
standing on the bridge and waving to

New York, Oct. 14.—The following 
are some of the American press com­
ments on Germany’s reply to Presi­
dent Wilson’s terms:

“By justice we mean death to the 
Kaiser.”—New York Tribune.

“Surrender, not an armistice, must 
precede talk about peace. No peace 
with the HohenzoTIerns."—New York 
Times.

“An armistice should be granted 
only on terms similar to those grant-

tion to choose froifi.
Lace and Scrim cun
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M TO-DAY men might jump for 

themselves.--1 The destroyer looked a 
very small boat beside the former 
Orient »ner .and many of the inex-

them as they moved off. It was a sig­
nal of farewell, for the gallant skip­
per, true to the British tradition of the 
sea, stayed by his charge to the very
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