B«altnte qu. 12.—A grave oolullon
|in’the North .Channel between the
Irigh and Scottish coasts has involved) ¢
the loss of the American transport
Otranto and many lives of soldiers,
officers and crew. The vessel with
which-the Otranto collied was the
Kashmir of - the Pacific and Orient
Line. Ss far as could be gleaned at
the time of writing, ‘the Kashmir'’s
wireless . and other gear had broken
down and; becoming unmanageable,
she crashed in to the Otranto with ap-
palling effect.

Splendid discipline was maintained,
but in the terribly wild weather that
prevailed, with very high seas, the
task of rescue was attended with the
utmost difficulty and danger, and a
number’ of small boats were immedi-
ately swamped and their occupants
drowned. ;i

One of the troopers gave the follow- \
ing picture of the scene when the
transport was sunk: Idiers lined
up as if on parade and, at the word of |
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The same thing applied to the sea-
men. While the greater number stood
by their respective boat stations
awaiting final orders, others went
about their duties as if nothing had
happened, mending gear and_ attend-
ing to one detail or another. All the
while the gale was shrieking out its
angriest and most menacing warnings
and the sea was washing over the list-
ing ship as if to hasten its doom.

TREMENDOUS HOLE MADE.

The following graphic account of
the collision is given by one of the
crew of the Otranto:

“The convoy was somewhere north-
west of Ireland when the mishap oc- |
curred. It was very stormy at the
time and the mist obscured every-
thing. I got only one glimpse of the
land on the starboard end and-could’' =
see the breakers washing 'over _the
cliffs.

“The Kashmir was abreast of us
on the port side. She suddenly veer-
ed, as if her steering gear had jam-
med in the wféng direction. We man-
oeuvred to get-¢lear, but could not do
s0 in time and.we were rammed. There
) was a tremendous hole made in our
J.u ship’s side and many thought at first,
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2 she had been ‘struck with a torpedo.
: The damaged vessel heaved over, but
2 & - e ‘B righted ‘herself again. The steam was
: ® ¢ @ s : shut off and the engines stopped. I

saw one of the engineers making his
escape through a ventilator. All the
seamen lined up at their stations and
the soldiers were on board waiting or-
ders. There was neither panic nor
even excitement, though the ship took
several heavy lists and it looked as
if every moment was our last.

“All this time the fog was almost
impenetrable and a heavy sea was
rolling. The other ships of the con-
voy, in accordance with instructions,
continued their journey, but after.a
while a destroyer came to our _aid.
The way the destroyer was manipula-
ted was splendid.
~*“The bugle then sounded ‘abandon
ship’ and it was every mau for him-
self. If there was loss of life or acci-
dent it was the result of jumping at
the wrong time or in the wrong di-
rection. I~was carried into the de-
stroyer on the crest of one wave and
dashed back on to my owr ship with
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The Coal
Situation $

The imports of coal are 7,000 tons short of last year.

During the next few weeks we shall be allowed to-sell coal in
& lots of 1 to 10 tons. After next month no schooners: will be
24 available to bring coal and the demand for coal will. certainly
==* exceed the supply.
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WASH STANDS

holds had rapidly become flooded.
Tremendous seas were running and |
the Otranto was pitching violenntly:
Notwithstanding her great intake. of
| water, the Kashmir had veered off
again immediately and her quick dis-
appearance was one of the mysteries
of the fragedy g
DESEBVED A DOUBLE V.C.

Describlnx the advent ©of the “de-
‘stroyer, the Otranto man said her com-
mander deserved a double V. C ‘ -
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 New York, 0ct.‘14.-—'rhe following
are some of the American press com-
ments ‘on Germany’s rip!y 1o Pre-i
 dent Wilson’s “terms:

- “By justicé we mean death to the
.Kdm.":—Now York Tribune. i

‘World,

- “Let Germx.ny ‘recall its submarine '
"neet d surrender it. Let it sur- -

rendéd .its hlgh seas fleet as well."'




