England and |
Airship Raids. 3

Somé Facts About the Zeppelins—
Their Weakness.

A correspondent of the Times in an
article on Zeppelin raids says that the
troops in the field laugh at airships,
knowing that the damage they can do
is not worth considering, compared
with rifle and gun fire.

The German stories about “75 Zep-
pelins to invade London” are very
wide of the possible truth.

It is quite likely that besides Zep-
pelins other types will be employed.
The Zeppelin airship is a thing apart.
Its long, rigid body makes it impos-
sible to transport by road and inflate
at a base near our coast. Hence it
must either make the full journey
from, say, Cologne (Dusseldorf being
broken up for the time being), or it
must camp out in the open in daylight

somewhere in Belgium, where it will

D at the mercy of any of our paroe

planes which happen along, Also tem
porary shes in' Belgium are handy

targets. Camping out is not a job
that the skipper of a Zeppelin appre-
ciates, for in the event of the wind
rising to even half a gale it is prac-
tically impossible to prevent the ma-
chine from being destroyed. There-
fore, if Zeppelins are to be used, they
must make the journey at one trip or
take very big risks.

“Further, in really heavy weather
a Zeppelin is absolutely unmanage-
able anywhere near the ground, where
it is llkely to encounter severe gusts,
or up-and-down currents, as was prov-
ed by the destruction of Germany's
best naval Zeppelin in the North Sea
not very long ago, and by the destruec-
tion of another in the Teutoberger
Wald last year. Therefore any raid
is only likely to be made during a spell
of really calm weather. And there is
always a sporting chance that though
the weather may be beautiful along
the Rhine valley it may be blowing a
gale over the Channel.

“However, given calm weather, a
Zeppelin or two may come over to
make itself distinctly unpleasant, for
a matter of two or three tons of ex-
plosives deposited over London would
make quite a noise and do considerable
architectural damage, but the dele-
terious effect on the national moral
would be slight, and, as Mr. Runciman
said, it would stimulate recruiting,
and the actual financial damage could
not be of any importance.V

A Zeppelin, the correspondent goes
on to say, cannot be built in pieces
and put together in a hurry, “but by
accelerating construction, as one can
accelerate the construction of a war-
ship, it may be possible to build one
in perhaps four months from start to
finish.”

When the war broke out Germany
can scarcely have had more than a
dozen Zeppelins; it seems likely that
at least three have been destroyed
since, so that she cannot have more
than nine or ten actually available
now. There are, the correspondent pe-
lieves, two or three others approaching
completion.” So “there may be a doz-
en fit for use in another six weeks or
two months.”

“Some of the airships, as, for ex-
ample, those at Posen or Graudenz,
are not likely to be spared from the
Russian war area.

Besides the number of Zeppelins the
Germans have a number of Parseval
non-rigid airships. In addition, she
has a Schutte-Lanz or two-rigid ships,
but inefficient compared with the Zep-
pelins.

“In a few months Germany may be
able to spare a whole dozen Zeppelins
for our benefit alone, and perhaps an-
other dozen Parsevals, but one may
rest assured that our high angle guns
and fast aeroplanes will increase in
proportion much more rapidly. There-
fore the longer the delay the bigger
the smash up of the German aerial
Armada.”
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