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WHAT ARE THE IRISH CHURCH

MISSIONS? )

As the interest grows in England concerning the work
of the Reformation in Ireland, the question is frequently
asked, What are the Irish Church Missions? In order to
snswer that question, it is necessary to give some infor-
mation ds to what has been the state of religion in Ire-
land. This shall be done, and the question answered in
as short & compass as possible.

We are living in the year 1857. About 700 years ago,
in the year 1155, an Eoglishmen was Pope, one Nicholas
Breakspear, the only Englishman who ever sat in the
papal chair. He wrote a letter to King Henry II., of

more plainly : steps were taken £0 test the real state of
the case : every step was marked by success: providen-
tial facilities were afforded : missionary enterprises were
undertaken, until at length, in the year 1849, these
efforts were matured into the Society for Irish Church
Missions to the Roman Catholics.

In the formation of such a society, for such a purpose,
experience shows that there were three points especially
to be kept in view, including, three difficulties to be
avoided.

First—An open and distinet avowal of the final object
in view,—the conversion of Roman Catholics to Seriptur-
al trath, must be the characteristic of every step taken.
The people were not only ready for this, but they were
also in & state to appreciate the candour of such a course.
The difficulty connected with this point would arise, from
:ho babitual tendency of good men to think such a method

Eogland, giving him sathority to p bimself of the
island of Ireland, for the purpose of bringing it under
the spiriteal dominion of the Church of Rome, and upon
the condition of his enforcing the payment to the Pope
of & penny for each house. The letter of the Pope,
(who was called Adrian IV.) contains proof in itself that
Ireland had been Christian before that time, and that it
bad not received the peculiar dootrines, nor submitted to
the claims of Rome.

Thus it is historically certain, that about 700 years ago
popery was tranaplanted into Ireland by the power of the
sword by an English king, under the authority of an
Eoglish Pope.

Nearly 400 years afterwards, the blessed Reformation
took place in England. In the early days of the Refor-
mation there was too much to be done in England to
allow much attention to be paid to Ireland : but still
something done, so much indeed, that the Gospel
was sent forth from the grave of a dead language, and
brought into the life of worship in the tongue of.tfo

le, and grecl numbers of Irish began to enjoy their
iberty. On the death of King Edward VI., Queen Mary
came to the throne: and within two years the Gospel
was buried again, and popery was set up in all its supre-
macy. The license of Philip and Mary for the appoint-
ment of the popish Arch-bishop of Dublin, in p! of
the protestant Arch-bishop Browne, is dated the 22nd of
February, 1555.

Thus the first rising of the Reformation in Ireland was
altogether crushed by the English Queen.

Queen Mary’s reign was ve;y short, and Elizabeth suc-
coeded. This was the time during which the Reforma-
tion in England grew to maturity. Every care was taken
to silence the teachers of false doctrine, and to raise a
ministry to teach the truth. Wise measures judiciously

d the blessing of God ; and the Reforma-

.| tion in England became s reality that affected the hearts

of the people, instead of being merely a political move-
ment. Thus it was that the blessings of tE: Gospel were
handed down from generation to generation as the best
inheritance of Britons ; and thus it is that the English,
as & nation, possess their high standing as to the things
of time, and their bright hopes as to the things of eter-

nity. °*

Kut it was not 5o in Ireland. The Reformation under
Queen Elizabeth was not established by acts of judicious
care, but it may rather be said to have been conferred by
aots of parliament. There was no wise waiting for men’s
minds to work—no substituting Irigh worship while
-ilonci:gﬂllaﬁn mass,; but the act of parliament which
establi the reformed religion, attempted also many
innovations upon the feelings and customs of the people,
and even contained a clause enacting that ** forasmuch
laces of this realm there cannot be found
English ministers to serve in the churches, and that the
prayer services and administration of sacraments may
not be in their native language, as well for difficulty to
ﬁ it printed, as that few in the whole realm can read
the Irish letters. . . . in every such church or place where
th ini or priest bath not the use or know-

y WHITTEKIR & PURINTON,
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No. 1 King Street,

SAINT JOHN, N. B.,
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THE NEW AND FAST-SAILING
Steamer Westmorland,

E. EVANS, CoMMANDER,

Engayd by the Government of P_ E. Island for the conveyance
of Her ?ry'- Mails, will leave Charlottetown for Picton
every Tuesday morning, at 11 o’clock. Return to Charlottetown,
leaving Pictoun im tely after the arrival of the stage from
Halifax, and from thence proceed to Shediac. Return to Char-
Shediac, leaving the latter place on Wednesday
at 6 o' s P, ul'l'm.u 8 i Leave Charl

: leaving Picton '.:I:d.'.u. :;d-.pu.ih“n b
same . atdo y P, imme-
diately \!M nd Shediae. id-n to Charl Y

°
ledge of the English tongue, it shall be lawful for the
same common minister or priest to say and use the
Matins, Even-song, celebration of the Lord’s Bupper, and
administration of each of the Sacraments, and all their
common and open prayer in the Latin tongue.’’ 2 Elis. ¢. 2.

It bad been found comparatively easy to force u
poor sinfal men a false religion by the power of the
sword, but it was found to be beyond the power of man
to force upon them the religion of truth by the power of

rliament. The single instance here given will sufficient-

show how little care was taken to seek the blessing of
dod in this most important matter for Ireland, by the
ou;ful course of wisdom that had been followed in Eng-
land.

There is no way of avoiding the conelusiou, that upon
the English nation lies the heavy responsibility, lst, of
putting out the light of truth in Ireland, and planting
pop.z there when our fathers were papists themselves ;
and Zndly, of failing to take those suitable measures
upon which God’s blessing might have been asked and
expected, when our forefathers had themselves been de-
livered from the darkness they had in;mud upon their
Irish brethren. The generations of years went to
their graves under the first responsibility, and those of
300 years more under the second ; leaving to the Chris-
tians of tbo'ﬂreunt time the awfal account of 700 years
&fn Romish slavery in whioh they have kept unhappy Ire-

[t
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Eoglish need not be reminded of the evil conse-
quences that have resulted to this country from this sad
negleot, to call it by the mildest term. Irish hearts have
been alienated from Eagland; and, in their minds, re-
bellion has been dignified with the character of chivalry

POB | Olergyman.

s , and to be satisfied with simply teaching the
gospel, without showing its contrast with the Roman
system.

Secondly—The efforts to be made must be solely and
singly of a religious character, unmixed with po{iticnl
feelings of any kind. The difficulty connected with this
point would arise from the hereditary notions on the part
of the Roman Catholics, which made them look on Pro-
testants as persons having no true religion, but making
the name of Protestantism a pretence for political despot-
ism and oppression. This feeling on one side had natur-
ally engendered on the other & mixture of political with
religious profession, not unlikely to be niistaken, by mis-
guided men, for a justification of their false notions. It
was therefore essentially requisite that the open religious
appeal should be disseve:::llin the minds of the Roman-
ists from all political feeling.

Thirdly—As such a religious appeal must be careful
not to awaken a repulsive feeling in connection with
politics, so it must, with equal care, avoid, exciting any
attractive feeling arising from the expectation of tempor-
al advantage to those for whose spiritual benefit alone
the effort is made. The difficulty connected with this
point would arise from the very depressed condition of
the great mass of the Irish Roman Catholics, and from
the severe persecution sure to follow upon the open
course to which they are inyited for their soul’s sake.

Having given this information, and stated these points
and difficulties, we are in a condition to afford the answer
to the question, ‘* What are the Irish Church Missions 1’

The Bociety for Irish Church Missions to the Roman
Catholics is a combination of British Christians, who
subscribe money, which is entrusted to a Committee of
Christian gentlemen in London, for the purpose of en-
deavouring to acquit themselves at last ofpn zr:ty 80 long
lying upon the Eoglish as a nation. The funds of this

iety are expended, under the direction of the Commit-
tee, in the employment of ordained Missionaries, Serip-
tare Readers, and Irish Teachers, in supporting Schools,
and in the circulation of tracts and other publications ;
all of which means are carried out upon these three
principles : —

1. An open, plain, faithful, and affectionate declaration
of the Gospel of the Holy Seriptures, especially shown in
contrast with the teaching of%omo; and pressing upon
the conscience of'all the necessity of coming out from
communion with Rome.

2. A distinet understanding that the object in view is
uolulivell religious and spiritaal,and is in nowise mixed
with political matters of any kind.

8. The funds of the Society are devoted wholly to spi-
ritual work, and are never expended in temporal relief.
Thotigh much persecution and suffering are the result of
conversion, the Society in no Way proposes to afford relief
in worldly concerns. They rejoice when it pleases God
to raise up kind friends to assist converts, under the per-
secution and consequent destitution to which they are ex-
posed ; but they pursue their course whether sucﬂ friends
are raised up or not.

These being the general principles, the Society works
in co-operation with the Snrochi-l clergynof {roland.
The Committee, officers, and agents, being themselves
members of the United Church of England and Ireland,
endeavor to restore to that charch the number that have
been lost tocit. In doing this, these Missionaries act
upon & system suited to the circumstances. They are
recognized by the Bishop of the Diocese, and never carry
on their work in a parish without the consemt of the
With a disciplined band of inferior agents,
they address themselves to the Roman Catholics —invite
them to discuss—preach to them the Gospel —explain its
bearing upon Roman error—instruct the children—circu-
late printed Pnpers of various kinds—and by these means,
under the blessing of God, they gather congregations of
converts, which are uubuﬁuendy parochialised in con-
nection with the Church. Many such congregations have
been gathered ; and no less thun 14 Charches have been
built, to receive and perpetuate their flocks.
The Society was formed in 1849 ; and its growth in
eight years has been marked by singular progress, both
in respect of i and of missi In the
year 1849 the income was £4,674 : IG, : 8, while in the
year 1856 the income amounted to £33,109 : 18 : 11.

The progress of the operations may be traced by the
following : —

. | there a

“WANQERERS” SKETCHES.

No. m.
Jarra, June 8, 1857.

Thus bave we entered the Holy Land. Twenty-four
days’ travelling only have brought us from New-York to
this spot. We cast anchor o its shoresat 2 A. M., on
Sunday, and had just time to get on shore to the Eoglish
service at eleven. Our first Sunday iu the Holy Land.
This, you know, is the ancient Jogr-. whence on
broug{n his Lebanon timber for the Temple, where Jonah
fled to Tarshish from his appointed mission, where Peter
learned in prayer that great Low Church truth, that God
is no respecter of persons, and what he hath cleansed
man must never call common or unclean. Simon the
Tanner, who lived by the sea-side,-has long since
But the tanneries are still there, and generations of tan-
ners have labored in them since. The housetops, as they
spread out before my window, are fitting places for re-
tirement and prayer. Theg constitute the yards and
gardens of the people, who have none others in the town
itself. Beautiful for situation is this ancient town. It
covers a round hill which stands alone on a level shore,
and the houses are built one above another, with no
order or divisions. Streets there are none. The narrow
winding passages go up and down with steps and steep
ascent. Foot-passengers and donkeys dispute the path,
each in multitndes. The exterior aspect of the town is
beautiful. The interior is filled with passages and corn-
ers, inconceivably dirty and vile.

But here was our first Sabbath in Palestine. A hand-
ful of people were in a little room at the missionary’s
house for an English worship. Fifteen in all were there
to hear the Wor%l of God. g‘he missionary is in the em-
ployment of the Church Mission Society, and is sent to
act upon the natives. An Arabio service is held at 8 and
4, and two Arabie schools are taught in the week. The
missionary’s abode is the extreme of simplicity and plain-
ness. We should call it hardly decent for an éducated
man. Yet here a faithful man willingly dwells and wil-
lingly labors for the good of souls, not seeking his own
things, but the things which are Jesus Christ’s. It is an
interesting example of fidelity and patience. Sudh a
man cannot be accused of vain and worldly motives in
the ‘work in whizh he is engaged. It was a pleasure to
speak to these few people here in the midst of the dark-
ness of the earth. to preach the Gospel in the land of its
origin. This I eall & privilege. To come back from the
far West, with the wonderful intelligence which we re-
ceived from the East, and announce it again on its native
s0il, how it seems to bring the ends of the earth together !

There is much missionary work going on in Jaffa.
Here have been the efforts from our country and from
England to aid the Jews, by opening to them the means
of improved agriculture. In the neighborhood the faith-
ful Mrs. Miner lies, in a small white enclosure. She wil-
lingly offered herself a sacrifice and service of faith in the
work in which she had thus engaged, after spending and
leaving her all for its promotion. Others are engaged in
the same work. Mr. Huslem is under the employment
of an English Society, and some American friends are
also at work in a similar plan. Agriculture is the object.
Bat the Jews have no taste for such work, and I fear that
#0 far as they are concerned it will be with no immediate
result. But it is & right and useful mission. I spent
Sunday evening with them in their beautiful grounds.
The gardens around Jaffa are of transcendent beauty.
Oringes, lemons, pomegranates, eto., abound, in amtity
and size such as you could never conceive. Miles of]
sach gardens are aroundthis place, all vying in beauty
with each other. The vast hedges of pric f’ r line
the roads, and add extremely to the beauty of the sceme.
These model farms, as we may call them, must do good,
in the way of an example, and may be the elements and
seed of a {uture important revolution. There is an Eog-
lish lady also teaching a school for Jewish girls in the
city. And all these efforts, though varying in their ori-
gin and agency, seem to be governed by a common spirit
and bond. I was delighted with the spirit of prayer and
love which seemed to prevail among them. They labor
and love for Christ's nte,nnd Christ our Lord must bless
them.

And here I now am, in Immanuel’s land. What asso-
ciations cluster around me! What new thoughts gather
in the mind! [ am entering where A es labored,
and where the Saviour taught. Everything reealls these
facts. Near here is the village of Lydda, still retaining
its ancient name. Just before my eyes, a train of camels
is moving up the road on the shore leading to Cesarea,
which Peter travelled with the soldiers of Cornelius. Of
Cesarea nothing remains. But Joppa is still just what
it was three thousand years ago, the port of Palestine.
Here come and go the ships; and here the caravans of
merchants gather to receive the goods which they are to
disperse through the distant East. Whatever goes to
Jerasalem is received at Joppa. And late years, as they
have increased the demnm‘r within, have incréased also
the commerce of the ancient port. Once in two weeks
now a Fronch steamer is here with mails. And Palestine
is thus brought again among the nations, in a regular
communication of intelligence and exehlnEe uf the com-
' modities of modern commerce. One little hotel is opened
| already, and more will doubtless follow. From here we
take course for Jerusalem, and enter on our journey in-

~—(land. The vast plains of Sharon stretch out before us

for fifteen miles before we reach the ‘* hill country,” and
ion of mountains stand around the ancient

£| AGENCY. | SCHOOLS. |Licensed
Year. |- School | Charch
- Houses.
= |Cler [Lay.| Tot.| No. ’Scholnn.
et | - ]—_.__
|
1849 |11| 14 [ 97 | 111f 20 | 2110 | 10 }
1866 [s4! 45 (857 | 402112 | 5210 27 T
The testimony of the R Catholio authorities fur-

and religious duty. For tions the Irish people
have been brought up with s. notion, ﬂu‘:srow&m
and wul tyranny were inseparable ; every E:h'
h‘:.d taken to foster this feeling, from the to

ve.
lv;'t‘dnu the Reformation, efforts have been made in
mt loz.lltiu to counteract this state of things by
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tained. One writer makes the following admission :—

‘ The truth is, we are in an emergency. We have ful-
len upon a crisis, and if my unbending friend’s reason-
ing held good in ordinary times, it won’t stand now
The enemy has already forced our entrenchments. These

t Celtic poor, that stood the front of the battle these
hundred years, are routed und falling, and we are
holding silly councils in the camp ! The Pfonlytiun are
everywhere.”’—Second Letter of ** Testis,” in the Freeman’s
Jowurnal, April 23, 1856.
Dr. Cullen, the head of the Roman Catholic church in

| Ireland, thus allades to the mnn in o pastoral on

¢¢ proselytiam,” dated June ;
 Education, charity, the Bible, are now iinscribed up-
on the banners of those whose bigotry and fanaticism in

nishes the surest proof of the success which bas been oh- |

city of the Lord. *‘ Our feet shall stand in th
| Jerusalem,’’ and then shall you hear again from your
! gtill mindful

Waxpznzz.

From the Protestant Churchman.

THE CHRISTIAN WARRIOR.

The Christian is environed with enemies. On every
side are temptations—temptations ccmmon to every age,
| and temptations peculiar to the age in which he lives, or
which operate with greater intensity and activity in that
age than at any furmer period. In the present day he is
especially exposed to wordliness. The spirit of wordli-
ness has crept into the Church, and is ‘nwinﬁ at the very
vitals of true religion. [ts symp and i tions are
displayed in different but equally destractive forms. One
of these is a love of worldly pl an ts,
which enervate the mind, expel serious Cbou‘ht. i.dh-
pose us for private devotion and for such reading as will
promote our spiritusl iwprovement, snd pamper pride
and ostentatious display.

Another form in which this disease a is in the

blood. o e
es of dunger great and extraordinary precau-
tions are necessary, we have n&::lnud a general commit-
tee, consisting of all the parish priests of the city, the
heads of religious orders, and gome other members of the
tq’.to watch over and check the progress of prosely-

The danger admitted by Dr. Cullen has led to the for-
mation of & powerfal R Catholic org tion, avow-
edly intended to counteract the missionary movement.
¢ is at suoh a time, therefore, with these successes
achieved, and with this opposition aroused, that the So-
ciety for Irish Uburch Missions undertakes the diffioult
task of conte ﬁ:“ for Pr truth, and preachi
Wi ‘ﬁ.hm (n’:*‘t:n lmdbilm“:nhnd .
under : % with
theso claims upon British Uhristians, the Committee is
to undertuke the upplication of whatever sum may
be in their trust; and the question ‘* What are
the Church Missions ! having d,

intense love of money, and an inordinate desire to become
suddenly rich. Everything around us tends to stimulate
the appetite for wealth. The estimation in which it and
those who ees it are held by the community at large ;
the expensive mode of living, as it regards our dwellings;
furniture, table, and apparel, which prevails at the pre-
sent day, tend strongly to urge men on to the accumula-
tion of proporlt{ at any hasard, and in the shortest
sible time, Hence the energies of the mind are
strotched to their utmost tension to devise and execute
plans for the rapid acquisition of riches.

Men are no longer content with increasing their world-
ly possessions by slow degree= in the Io‘ih, tempe-
rate, and honest parsuit of their re
But in this fast age wealth is the chief good, and must
be secured at once. ;

For the sccomplishment of this end the remonstrances
of eonscience are stifled, the calls of religion are unheed-

lected, and the laws:

thus
there follows another to the readers, * What assistance
are willing und able to affsrd to & work which

every

Protestant muy consider as a- bounden duty from
the nation, apd & 1 mean= of ad the f
-u.uu:'-lm"“"ormm" o | ;{wo

ed, the claims of domestic duty ne|

of Cliristian ded by o
ethios more. pliable and elastic. = Hence the
with which

(madness with wi
numerous snd

defaleations
! stantly taking place. Tru

gates, O
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0 armor, worn

tues and with which they are compared, it
may not be 5 point out.” Perhaps none was intend-
; ’s object to_give a lively deseription
of the several elements of the Christian character, most
important to be regarded in the moral conflict of life ;
n§° with’a view of accomplishing this object in the most
striking and impressive manner, he compares
the us parts of the soldier’s armor, without stady-
ing nicely to adjust point of the comparison. e
whole description exhibits the rhetorical skill no less than

the deep religious experience of the Apostle.
.?rlt pgu of of truth, Among
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The armor is the gir
the ancients the belt or sash for the loins was always
rded as & convenient, and in some circumstances an
ir;g-g:n.h\a article of dress, both in eivil and in_mili-
tary life. Tn the former it was both ornamental and
necessary to gather and confine the folds of the flowing
drapery around the waist. This was © girdinf up the
loins.”” The nilihz belt served the additional pui
of carrying the sheath for the sword, and hence * to

came to be & common expression for preparing for the
&

The exp: was in use among the Grecians
and Hebrews. Our Saviour is prophetically described
as having around his loins the girdle of righteousness

and faithfalness. His followers are to wear the girdle of
truth. There must be doctrinal truth in the understand-
ing, to protect men from error. There must be experi-
mental truth in the heart, to protect him from self-decep-
tion. There must be living truth in the words of his lips
and the actions of his life, in o%l;onition to guile, hypoo-
risy, and dissimulation. In other words there must be
truthfulness—honest sincerity—in our Christian profession
and deportment. BSincerity is universally regarded as a
primary virtue in all our relations with God. The God
of trntg, who is & Spirit, and searches the hearts of men,
must require truth in the inward parts. Many, in all
ages, have enlisted under the banner of the cross, who,
at heart, have had no sympathy with the cause the
poused. All such with them into the Charch the
spirit of the world, and prove incumbrances and impedi-
ments to the Christian host. They add something to its
numerical force, but nothing to its real strength. Many
join the Christian army who, though sincere, mistake the
true spirit in which the Ohristian warfare should be con-
dnomr. It is the sincerity of the erring, bigoted, and

rsecuting Saul. Théir zeal is not according to know-
r:d‘o. not guided by an enlightened conscience. They
have not the girdle of trath. True Christian sincerity
implies an intelligent and whole-souled profession of the
Gospel. A divided heart God will not accept. This ele-
ment of Christian character gives pact to all the
virtues and graces of the soul, makes the Christian con-
sistent and attractive. If we would secure the blessing
of God, and discharge efficiently the duties of life : if, b
the syminetry and consistency of our character, we woul
win the respect and confidence of our fellow men, and
inflaence them to walk in the right path, we must put on
snd constantly wear the girdle of Truth.

UPPER AND LOWER CANADA.

The Rev. Robert Wilson, a clergyman of the Congrega-
tional Oburch st Yarmouth, has recently made a tour of
the Cavadas, & spirited account of which is now in course
of publication in the Tribune. From one of the more re-
cent of his lotters we make the following extract, which
proves that Canads is not an exception to the general
rule : the superiority of the Protestant over the Romish
faith in all that conduces to the civilization, progress,
and welfare of the human race :—

There is one thing which cannot fail to strike every
traveller—the difference between Upper and Lower Can-
ada. The difference is seen at once in passing from one
into the other. Apart from all intolerant or party feel-
ings, | believe a cause, and a primary one, for this dif-
ference is to be found in the circumstance of the Roman
Catholio religion being the faith of the mass of the iwopla
in Lower (fhl;:dl Let me not b&mi-unfe:rﬂ;od. qu'"h
to speak of the tendency which, judging Yfrom facts that are
before us, this church Aas to retard the secular prosperity of
nations

I may be pardoned for giving the following quotation
from a work recently published by Mr. Richard Cobden,
in which we have the lsnguage of the accurate historian
and of the sound politician. ** Probably there is no coun-
“IY'“ he says, * in which the effects of the Roman Cath-
olic and Reformed religiois upon the temporal eareer of
communities may be more fairly tested than in Switzer-
land. Of twenty-two cantons, ten are, in the majority of
the ulation, Catholics ; eight Protestants; and the
remaining four are mixed, in nearly equal proportions, of
Protestants and Catholies. Those cantons in which the
Oatholic faith prevails are wholly pastoral in their pur-
suits, ronu‘in no commerce or manufacturing industry
beyond the rnfe products of domestic labour. Of the
mixed cantons, three are en in the manufactare of
cetton ; and it is & remarkable feature in the industry of
these, the Catholic portion of their population is wholly
agricultural, and the Protestant ion to com ial

ursuits. All the eight Protestant cantons are, more or
ess, engaged in manufactures.

“ Nor must we omit to add, which every traveller in
Switserland will have seen, that, in the educatibn of the

le, the cleanliness of the town, the convenience of
the inns, and the quality of the roads, the Protestant can-
tons possess a great su, rity over their Catholic neigh-
bours ; whilst such is difference in the value of land,
Oatholie canton,

richer , from which it is divi
only by a rivulet, is worth one-third less than the same
extent of property in the latter Protestant district. Sach
are the circumstances, as we find them, in comparing one
portion of the Swiss territory with another.
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stances, the same remarks hold good in
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