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WHAT ARE THE IRISH CHURCH 
MISSIONS?

As the interest grows in Eogbnd concerning the work 
of the Reformation in Irelnnd, the question is frequently 
nsked, What are the Irish Church Missions ! In order to 
answer that question, it is nsmtssrj to giro some infor­
mation da to what has been the eta to of religion in In­
land. Tbie ■hell be done, end the qoeetion answered in 
ne short s compete ea possible.

We are Uriog in the year 1857. About 700 years ego, 
in the year 1155, an Englishmen was Pope, one Nicholas 
Break,pear, the only Englishmen who ever ant in the 
papal chair. He wrote n letter to King Henry It., of 
England, giving him authority to poesos, himself of the 
island of Ireland, for the purpose of bringing it under 
the spiritual dominion of the Chureh of Borne, and upon 
the condition of hie enforcing the payment to the Pope 
of n penny for each house. The letter of the Pope, 
(who was called Adrian IV.) contains proof in itself that 
Ireland had been Christian before that time, end that it 
had not rewired the peculiar doctrine,, nor submitted to 
the oisima of Rome.

Thai it is historically oertain, that about 700 years ago 
popery was transplanted into Ireland by the power of the 
sword by an English king, nnder the enthority of an 
English Pope.

Nearly 400 Tsars afterwards, the bleeeed Reformation 
took place in England. In the early days of the Refor­
mation there was too much to be done in England to 
allow much attention to be paid to Ireland : bat still 
something was done, so much indeed, that the Gospel 
was sent forth from the grave of a deed language, and 
brought into the life of worship in the tongue of the pee.

file, end greet numbers nf Irish began to enjoy their 
iberty. On the death ol King Edward VI-, Queen Mery 

coma to the throne : end within two yours the Gospel 
was buried again, and popery was set up in nil its supra- 
many. The liwnee of Philip end Mery for the appoint­
ment of the popish Areh-bishop of Dublin, in plane of 
the protestant Areh-biahop Browne, is dated the 22nd of 
February, 1555.

Thus the tret rising of the Reformation in Ireland was 
altogether crushed by the English Queen.

Queen Mery’e reign wee very short, end Eluabeth suc­
ceeded. This was the time during which the Reforma­
tion in England grew to maturity. Every ears was taken 
to eilenee the teachers of false doctrine, end to raise a 
ministry to teach the truth. Wise measures judiciously 
pursued, received the blessing of God ; and the Reforma­
tion in England became a reality that affected the hearts 
of the people, instead of being merely a political more- 
ment. Thus it was that the blessings of the Gospel were 

1 ****-»» »* rf , handed down from génération to generation as the beat 
JEWELLERY,'] inheritanw of Britona ; and thna it is that the English, 

ea a nation, possess their high «landingas to the things 
............. right hopes as to the things of eter-
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of time, and their bright hopes 
nite.

Bat it was not so in Ireland. The Reformation under 
Queen Elisabeth was not established by aete of judicious 
care, but it may rather be said to have been conferred by 
acts of parliament. There was no wise waiting for men's 
minds to work—no substituting Irigh worship while 
etleneiàg Latin seas*» but the aot of parliament which 
established the reformed religion, attempted also many 
innovations upon the feelings and customs of the people, 
and even contained a clause enacting that “ forasmuch 
as in most places of this realm there cannot be found 
English ministers to serve in the churches, and that the 
prayer services and administration of sacraments may 
not be in their native language, as well for difficulty to 
get it printed, as that few in the whole realm can read 
the Irish letters.... in every such church or plaee where 
the common minister or priest bath not the nee or know­
ledge of the English tongue, it shall be lawful for the 
same common minister or priest to say and nee the 
Matins, Even-song, celebration of the Lora's Supper, and 
administration of each of the Sacraments, and all their 
common and open prayer in the Latin tongue." 2 Elis. e. 2.

It had been found comparatively easy to force upon 
poor sinful men a false religion by the power of the 
sword, but it was found to be beyond the power of man 
to force upon them the religion of truth by the power of 
parliament. The single instance here given will sufficient­
ly show how little care was taken to seek the blessing of 
God in this most important matter for Ireland, by the 
careful course of wisdom that had been followed in Eng­
land.

There is no way of avoiding the oonelusiou, that upon 
the English nation lies the heavy responsibility, 1st, of 
patting oat the light of1 truth in Ireland, and planting 
popery there when oar fathers were papists themselves ; 
and Zndly, of failing to take those suitable measures 
upon which God's blessing might have been asked and 
expected, when our forefathers had themselves been de­
livered from the darkness they had imj !■
Irish brethren. The generations of 4t. v___ _____
their graves under the first responsibility, and those of 
300 years more under the second ; leaving to the Chris­
tians of the present time the awfal account of 700 years 
of Romish slavery in which they have kept unhappy Ire­
land.

Englishmen need not be reminded of the evil conse­
quences that have resulted to this country from this sad 
neglect, to call it by the mildest term. Inch hearts have 
been alienated from England ; and, in their minds, 
hellion has been dignified with the character of chivalry 
and religious duty. For generations the Irish people 
have been brought up with the notion, that proteetantism 
and political tyranny were inseparable ; and every pains 
had Men taken to foster this feeling, from the cradle to 
the grave.

Ever sinoe the Reformation, efforts have been made in 
different localities to counteract this state of things by 
exhibiting the gospel. There never was a time when 
some bright ligote were not to be found here and there, 
striving to reach the hearts of the Romanists ; hat there 
never was a time that eueh efforts as these were more 
than individual, local, and limited. The effects therefore 
were never found to operate upon the people at large.

The present century must be considered as the age of 
combined Christian efforts, in the form of eooietiee. It 
was not long before one of these was formed to communi­
cate the gospel to the Irish. The character of the times, 
and the circumstances of the nation, made it necessary 
that this should be done with great caution. The Scrip­
tures were introduced by the Irish Society in various 
parts, as the hook hy which the people were taught to 
read their own language ; thus a more just practical in­
ference was drawn from the ignorance of the Irish, than 
that contained in the Aot of Eluabeth. Various other 
eooietiee followed for different branches of the great work, 
each having some ostensible ohjeet, which aided the great 
purpose of drawing the people from the darkaeee or Ro­
manism to the light of the gospel.

Whatever amount of preparation was thns produced, 
there was still wanting that plain proclamation of Him 
dangerous condition of the Romaniste—that distinct call, 
which should arouse the people to the danger of their 
spiritual condition, and bring them out of it as the 
necessary alternative. For this however there was »till 
wanting that moving of the waters from on high, without 
which none stepping in could be healed. For ages the 
minds of Irish Humanists had been spell bound, and io- 
aocessible. It nppenn, however, that God's time for 
breaking up this darkness has come. About ten years 
since, symptôme appeared which seemed to show that 
Irish minds were awakening. These were observed by a 
few persons ; providential events rapidly developed them

Irish Church

ociety, for such a purpose, 
ere three points especially 
g, three difficulties to be

plainly : steps were taken to test the real state of 
the case : every step was marked by success : providen­
tial facilities were afforded : missionary enterprises were 
undertaken, until at length, in the year 1849, these 
efforts were matured into the Society for 
Missions to the Roman Catholics.

In the formation of such a social 
experience shows that there were 
to be kept in view, including, 
avoided.

First—An open and distinct avowal of the final object 
in view,—the conversion of Roman Catholics to Scriptur­
al truth, must be the characteristic of every step taken. 
The people were not only ready for this, but they were 
also in a state to appreciate the candour of such a course. 
The difficulty connected with this point would arise, from 
the habitual tendency of good men to think such a method 
dangerous, and to be satisfied with simply teaching the 
gospel, without showing its contrast with the Roman 
system.
' Secondly—The efforts to be made must be solely and 

singly of a religious character, unmixed with political 
feelings of any kind. The difficulty connected with this 
point would arise from the hereditary notions on the part 
of the Roman Catholics, which made them look on Pro­
testants as persons having no true religion, but making 
the name of Protestantism a pretence for political despot­
ism and oppression. This feeling on one side had natur­
ally engendered on the other a mixture of political with 
religious profession, not unlikely to be nïîstaken, by mis­
guided men, for a justification of their false notions. It 
was therefore essentially requisite that the open religious 
appeal should be dissevered in the minds of the Roman­
ists from all political feeling.

Thirdly—As such a religious appeal must be careful 
not to awaken a repulsive feeling in connection with 
politics, so it must, with equal care, avoid, exciting any 
attractive feeling arising from the expectation of tempor­
al advantage to those for whose spiritual benefit alone 
the effort is made. The difficulty connected with this 
point would arise from the very depressed condition of 
the great mass of the Irish Roman Catholics, and from 
the severe persecution sure to follow upon the open 
course to which they are invited for their soul’s sake.

Having given this information, and stated these points 
and difficulties, we are in a condition to afford the answer 
to the question, “ What are the Irish Church Missions !”

The Society for Irish Church Missions to the Roman 
Catholics is a combination of British Christians, who 
subscribe money, which is entrusted to a Committee of 
Christian gentlemen in London, for the purpose of en­
deavouring to acquit themselves at last of a duty so long 
lying upon the English as a nation. The funds of this 
Society are expended, under the direction of the Commit­
tee, in the employment of ordained Missionaries. Scrip­
ture Readers, and Irish Teachers, in supporting Schools, 
and in the circulation of tracts and other publications ; 
all of which means are carried out upon these three 
principles :—

1. An open, plain, faithful, and affectionate declaration 
of the Gospel of the Holy Scriptures, especially shown in 
contrast with the teaching of Rome ; and pressing upon 
the conscience of all the necessity of coming out from 
communion with Rome.

2. A distinct understanding that the object in view is 
exclusively religious and spiritual, and is in nowise mixed 
with political matters of any kind.
' 3. The funds of the Society are devoted wholly to spi­

ritual work, and are never expended in temporal relief. 
Though much persecution and suffering are the result of 
eon version, the Society in no tray proposes to afford relief 
In worldly concerns. They rejoice when it pleases God 
to raise up kind friends to assist converts, under the per­
secution and consequent destitution to which they are ex­
posed ; but they pursue their course whether suotrfrtends 
are raised up or not.

These being the general principles, the Society works 
in cooperation with the Parochial clergy*of Ireland. 
Tho Committee, officers, and agents, being themselves 
members of the United Church of England and Ireland, 
endeavor to restore to that chnrch the number that have 

lost to*>it. In doing this, these Missionaries aot 
upon a system suited to the circumstances. They are 
recognized by the Bishop of the Diocese, and never carry 
on their work in a parish without the consent of the 
Clergyman. With a disciplined band of inferior agents, 
they address themselves to the Roman Catholics—invite 
them to disease—preach to them the Gospel—explain its 
bearing upon Roman error—instruct the children—circu­
late printed papers of various kinds—and by these means, 
under the blessing of God, they gather congregations of 
converts, which are subsequently parochial!sea in con­
nection with the Chnrch. Many such congregations have 
been gathered ; and no less than 14 Churches have been 
built, to receive and perpetuate their flocks.

The Society was formed in 1849 ; and its growth in 
eight years has been marked by singular progress, both 
in respect of income and of missionary success. In the 
year 1849 the income was £4,674 : 16 : 8, while in the 
year 1856 the income amounted to £33,109 : 18 : 11.

The progress of the operations may be traced by the 
following :—

AGENCY. SCHOOLS. ..______
Year, j School Cherches.

Houraa.1 Cler Lay. Tot. No. Scholars.

1848 I 1 14 87 in 29 2110 10
1866 84 46 |S57 402 112 6210 27 14

“ WAN^pRER’S M SKETCHES.
No. ix.

Javta, June 8,1857.
Thus have we entered the Holy Land. Twenty-four 

days’ travelling only have brought us from New-York to 
this spot. We cast anchor off its shores at 2 A. M _ 
Sunday, and bad just time to get on shore to the English 
service at eleven. Our first Sunday in the Holy Land. 
This, you know, is the ancient Joppa, whence Solomon 
brought his Lebanon timber for the Temple, where Jonah 
fled to Tarshish from hie appointed mission, where Peter 
learned in prayer that great Low Church truth, that God 
is no respecter of persons, and what he hath cleansed 
man must never call common or unclean. Simon the 
Tanner, who lived by the sea-side, has long since gone. 
But the tanneries are still there, and generations of ten­
ners have labored in them since. The lioueetope, as they 
spread out before my window, are fitting places for re­
tirement and prayer. They constitute the yards and 
gardens of the people* who have none others in the town 
itself. Beautiful for situation is this ancient town. It 
covers a round hill which stands alone on a level shore, 
and the houses are built one above another, with no 
order or divisions. Streets there are none. The narrow 
winding passages go up and down withsfteps and steep 
ascent. Foot-passengers and donkeys dispute the path, 
each in multitudes. The exterior aspect of the town ie 
beautiful. The interior is filled with paseagee and eorn 
ers, inconceivably dirty and vile.

But here was our first Sabbath in Palestine. A hand­
ful of people were in a little room at the missionary's 
house for an English worship. Fifteen in all were there 
to hear the Word of God. The missionary ie in the 
ployment of the Church Mission Society, and is sent to 
act upon the natives. An Arabic service is held at 8 and 
4, and two Arabic schools are taught in the week. The 
missionary’s abode is the extreme of simplicity and plain­
ness. We should call it hardly decent for an educated 
man. Yet here a faithful man willingly dwells and wil­
lingly labors for the good of eonle, not seeking hie own 
things, but the things which are Jesus Christ’s. It is an 
interesting example of fidelity and patience. Sutfh a 
man cannot be accused of vain and worldly motives in 
the "work in which he is engaged. It was a pleasure to 
speak to these few people here in the midst or the dark­
ness of the earth, to preach the Gospel in the land of its 
origin. This I call a privilege. To come back from the 
far West, with the wonderful intelligence which we re­
ceived from the East, and announce it again on its native 
soil, how it seems to bring the ends of the earth together !

There is much missionary work going on in Jaffa. 
Here have been the efforts from our country and from 
England to aid the Jews, by opening to them the means 
of improved agriculture. In tne neighborhood the faith­
ful Mrs Miner lies, in a small white enclosure. She wil­
lingly offered herself a sacrifice and service of faith in the 
work in which she had thus engaged, after spending and 
leaving her all for its promotion. Others are engaged in 
the same work. Mr. Huelem is under the employment 
of an English Society, and some American friends are 
also at work in a similar plan. Agriculture is the object. 
But the Jews have no taste for such work, and I fear that 
so far as they are concerned it will be with no immediate 
result. But it is a right and useful mission. I spent 
Sunday evening with them in their beautiful grounds. 
The gardens around Jaffa are of transcendent beauty. 
Ontnges, lemons, pomegranates, etc., abound, in quantity 
and size such as you could never conceive. Miles of 
such gardens are around'^hie place, all vying in beauty 
with each other. The vast hedges of prickly pear ** 
the roads, and add extremely to the beauty of the « 
These model farms, as we may call them, must do good, 
in the way of an example, and may be the elements and 
seed of a future important revolution. There is an Eng­
lish lady also teaching a school for Jewish girls in the 
city. And all these efforts, though varying in their ori­
gin and agency, seem to be governed by a common spirit 
and bond. I was delighted with the spirit of prayer and 
love which seemed to prevail among them. They labor 
and love for Christ's sake, and Christ our Lord must bless 
them.

And here I now am, in Immanuel’s land. What 
dations cluster around me ! What new thoughts gather 
in the mind ! £ am entering where Apostles labored, 
and where the Saviour taught. Everything recalls these 
facts. Near here is the village of Lydda, still retaining 
its ancient name. Just before my eyes, a train of camels 
is moving up the road on the shore leading to Cesarea, 
which Peter travelled with the soldiers of Cornelius. Of 
Cesarea nothing remains. But Joppa is still just what 
it was three thousand years ago, the port of Palestine.

| Here come and go the ships ; and here the caravans of 
! merchants gather to receive the goods which they are to 
disperse through the distant East. Whatever goes to 
Jerusalem is received at Joppa. And late years, as they 
have increased the demand within, have increased also 

! the commerce of the ancient port. Once in two weeks 
now a French steamer is here with mails. And Palestine 
is thus brought again among the nations, in a regular 
communication of intelligence and exchange of the com­
modities of modern commerce. One little hotel is opened 
already, and more will doubtless follow. From here we 
take course for Jerusalem, and enter on our journey in­
land. The vast plains of Sharon stretch out before us 
for fifteen miles before we reach the “ hill country,” and 
there a succession of mountains stand around the ancient 
city of the Lord. “ Our feet shall stand in thy gates, O 
Jerusalem,” and then shall you hear again from your 

! still mindful
Wandh

no doubt the Christian needs a panoply quite as meeh eg 
he did in the time of 8t. Puni, in order that be may eland 
fins and erect amid the difficulties and dangers of hie 
position, and maintain his ground as a faithful soldier 
of the cross. The Apostle, in his Epistle to the Ephesian 
Chureh, describee the armor with which the Christian 
soldier has been graciously provided, and which he ie 
eqjoiaed to put on, that he may not only defend himself 
against attacks, but become in turn the aeeallant, and 
help to pull down the kingdom of sin and Satan in the 
world. The various parte of the panoply enumerated 
are tboee which appertained to the Grecian armor, worn 
at the time he wrote, the nature and use of which his 
readers perfectly understood. The exact correspondence 
between the several parte of the armor, and the psrtiou- 
lar virtues and graces with which they are compared, it 
may not be easy to point out. Perhaps none was intend­
ed. The Apostle’s object was to give a lively description 
of the several elements •€ the Christian character, most 
important to be regarded in the moral conflict of life ; 
ana wit&'a view of accomplishing this object in the most 
striking and impressive manner, he compares those to 
the varioas parte of the soldier’s armor, without study­
ing nicely to adjust every point of the comparison. The 
whole description exhibits the rhetorical skill no less than 
the deep religions experience of the Apostle.

Tbs first piece of armor ie the girdle of truth. Among 
the ancien Ie the belt or cash for the loins was always 
regarded as a convenient, and in come circumstances an 
indispensable article of drees, both in civil and in mili­
tary life. In the former it was both ornamental and 
neoecoary to gather and confine the folds of the flowing 
drapery around the waist. This was “ girding up the 
loins. The military belt served the additional purpose 
of carrying the sheath for the sword, and hence “ to gird” 
came to be a common expression for preparing for the 
eouteet. •».

The expression was in common use among the Grecians 
and Hebrews, Our Saviour is prophetically described 
as baring around his loins the gird* 
and faithfulness. His followers ara t 
truth. There most be doctrinal truth i 
ing, to protect men from error. There must be experi­
mental truth in the heart, to protect him from self-decep­
tion. There must be living truth in the words of his lips 
and the actions of his life, in opposition to guile, hypoc­
risy, and dissimulation. In other words there must he 
truthfulness-honest sincerity—in our Christian profession

must require truth in the inward parts. Many, in all 
ages, have enlisted under the banner of the cross, who, 
at heart, have had no sympathy with the cause they es­
poused. All such carry with them into the Chnrch the 
spirit of the world, and: prove incumbrances and impedi­
ments to the Christian host. They add something to its 
numerical force, bat nothing to its real strength. Many 
join the Christian army who, though sincere, mistake the 
true spirit in which ttie Christian warfare should be con­
ducted. It is the sincerity of the erring, bigoted, and 
persecuting Saul. Thëir seal is not according to know­
ledge, not guided by an enlightened conscience. They 
have not the girdle of truth. True Christian sincerity 
implies an intelligent and whole-souled profession of the 
Gospel. A divided heart God will not accept. This ele­
ment of Christian character gives compactness to all the 
virtues and graces of the torn, makes the Christian con­
sistent and attractive. If we would secure the blessing 
of God, and discharge efficiently the duties of life ; if, by 
the symmetry and consistency of our character, we would 
win the respect and confidence of our fellow men, and 
influence them to walk In the right path, we must put on 
and constantly wear the girdle of Truth.

UPPER AND LOWER CANADA.
The Rev. Robert Wileon, a clergyman of the Congrega­

tional Chureh at Yarmouth, hae recently made a tour of 
the Canadas, a spirited amount of which is now in course 
of publication in the Tribune. From one of the more re­
cent of hie letters we make the following extract, which 
proves that Canada is not an exception to the general* 
role : the superiority of the Protestant over the Romish 
faith in all that conduces to the civilisation, progress, 
and welfare of the human race :—

There is one thing which cannot fail to strike every 
traveller—the difference between Upper and Lower Can­
ada. The difference is seen at once in passing from one 
into the other. Apart from all intolerant or party feel­
ings, I believe a cause, and a primary one, for this dif­
ference is to be found in the circumstance of the Roman 
Catholio religion being the faith of the mass of the people 
in Lower Canada. Let me not he misunderstood. I wish 
to speak of the tendency which, judging from facts that arc 
before us, this church has to retard the secular prosperity of

The testimony of the Roman Catholic authorities fur­
nishes the surest proof of the success which bas been oh 
tained. One writer makes the following admission :—

“ The truth is, we are in an emergency. We have fnl 
len upon a crisis, and if my unbending friend’s reason 
ing held good in ordinary times, it won’t stand now 
The enemy has already forced oar entrenchments. These 
gallant Celtic poor, that stood the front of the battle these 
three hundred years, are routed and falling, and we are 
holding silly councils in the camp ! The prosely tieere are 
every where."—Second Letter of “ Testis,” in the Freeman's 
Journal, April 23, 1856.

Dr. Cullen, the head of the Roman Catholio chureh in 
Ireland, thus alludes to the proeelytieere in a pastoral on 
“ proselytism,” dated June 8,1856 

“ Education, charity, the Bible, are now inscribed up­
on the banners of those whose bigotry and fanaticism in 
past days delighted in persecution ana blood. • •
As in times of danger great and extraordinary precau­
tions are necessary, we have appointed a general commit­
tee, consisting of all the parish priests of the city, the 
heads of religious orders, and<#gi»e other members of the 
clergy, to watch over and check the progress of prosély­
tisme’

The danger admitted by Dr. Cullen has led to the fil­
iation of a powerful Roman Catholic organization, avow­

edly intended to counteract the missionary movement.
It ie at such a time, therefore, with these encoee.ty» 

achieved, and with this opposition aroused, that the So­
ciety for Irish Uhuroh Missions undertakes the difficult 
task of contending for Protestant truth, and preaching 
fully the Gospel of Christ to Roman Catholics in Ireland. 
With this object, under these responsibilities, and with 
these elaims upon British Christiana, the Committee is 
ready to undertake the application of whatever sum may 
be placed in their trust; and the question “ What are 
the Irish Church Missions!” having been thus answered, 
there follows another to the readers, “ What assistance 
are you willing and able to afford to a work which every 
British Protestant may consider as a bounden duty from 
the nation, and a special mean* of advancing the glory ol 
'tod, and the salvation of eouU !”

From the Protestant Churchman.

THE CHRISTIAN WARRIOR
The Christian ie environed with enemies. On every 

side are temptations—temptations common to every age, 
and temptations peculiar to the age in which he Hvee, or 
which operate with greater intensity and activity in that 
age than at any former period. In the present day he is 
especially exposed to wordlinees. The spirit of wordli- 
ness has crept into the Church, and ie gnawing at the very 
vitals of true religion. Its symptoms and indications are 
displayed in different but equally des tractive forms. One 
of these ie a love of worldly pleasures and amusements, 
which enervate the mind, expel serions thought, indis­
pose us for private devotion and for such reading as will 
promote our spiritual iwprovement, and pamper pride 
and ostentatious display.

Another form in which this disease appears is in the 
intense love of money, and an inordinate desire to become 
suddenly rich. Everything around us tends to stimulate 
the appetite for wealth. The estimation in which it and 
those who possess it are held by the community at large ; 
the expensive mode of living, as it regarde our dwellings; 
furniture, table, and apparel, which prevails at the pre­
sent day, tend strongly to urge men on to the accumula­
tion of property at any hazard, and in the shortest pos­
sible time, lienee all the energies of the mind are 
stretched to their utmost tension to devise and execute 
plane for the rapid acquisition of riehes.

Men are no longer content with increasing their world­
ly possessions by slow degree* in the legitimate, tempe­
rate, and honest pursuit of their respective rocs'*
But in this fast age wealth Is the chief good, and 
be secured at onco.

For the accomplishment of this end the remonstrances __
of conscience are stifled, the calls of religion are unheed- duct Is so much pure 
ed, the claims of domeelio duty neglected, and the laws 
of Christian morality eupefeeded by other systems of 
ethics more pliable and elastic. Renee the reokleesns— 
with which pecuniary liabilities are often incurred, the 
madness with which speculation ie pursued, and the 
numerous and astounding defalcations which are con­
stantly taking plaee. Truly this is ea “ evil dfoy," and

in which we have the 1
and of tho sound politician. m Probably thei 
try,” he raye, “ in which the effects of the . 
olio and Reformed religions upon the tempo

ll may be pardoned for giving the following quotation 
from a work recently published by Mr. Richard Cobden, 

* language of the accurate historian 
B | ■ * there ie no coun-

Roman Cath-
_________ ______religions upon the temporal career of
communities* may be more fairly tested than in Switzer­
land. Of twenty-two cantons, ten are, in the majority of 
the population, Catholioe ; eight Protestante ; and the 
remaining four are mixed, in nearly equal proportions, of 
Protestants and Catholics. Those cantons in which the 
Catholic faith prevails are wholly pastoral in their pur­
suits, possessing no commerce or manufacturing industry 
beyond the rude products of domestic labour. Of the 
mixed cantons, three are engaged in the manufacture of 
cotton ; and it is* remarkable feature in the industry of 
these, the Catholic portion of their population is wholly 
agricultural, and the Protestant section to commercial

Cursnits. All the eight Protestant cantons are, more or 
we, engaged in manufactures.
“ Nor most we omit to add, which every traveller in 

Switzerland will have seen, that, in the educatihti of the 
people, the cleanliness of the town, the convenience of 
the inns, and the quality of the roads, the Protestant can­
tons possess a great superiority over their Catholic neigh­
bours ; whilst such is the difference in the vaine of land, 
that an estate in Fribourg, a Catholic canton, possessing 
a richer soil than that of Berne, from which it is divided 
only by a rivulet, is worth one-third less than the same 
extent of property in the latter Protestant district. Such 
are the eiroumetenoes, as we find them, in comparing one 
portion of the Swiss territory with another.

Now, making due allowance for difference of eircum- 
stances, the earns remarks hold good in regard to Lower 
and Upper Canada. As soon as we passed from the for­
mer into the latter, the land, the houses, the people, and 
in fact the whole aspect of things was changed. In thus 
glancing at the comparative conditions of the Roman 
Catholio and Protestant interests in Canada, and dis­
claiming, as I do, any party purpose, I trust 1 may de­
mand for my argument, what fe not often accorded to this 
invidons topic, the candid attention of the readers of 

The above foots go for to prove that, in bo­
at least, the Protectant faith conduces more 
i Catholicism to the prosperity of nations.

' need add, that I have 
iberalism which refusee 

' Ion and systems 
ible to. any

______ from the one of these tiringi
upon the other. Where mm take this course, their oon- 

^ or idiocy.”

i affaire i

of civil polity, and whic 
influence as likely to ea 
upon the other. Where

N. Y. Clmst in 
from one of the

—A gentleman, writing 
it villages near Geneva says : 

“ The Rev. Dr. Alexander and his fomily passed through 
here yesterday from Geneva. Rev. Dr. Tyng is in Ge­
nera, on Me return from Jerusalem. Ret. Dr. Baird pa seed 
through here a few days rinse on Stie way to Russia.


