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?Ford' Peace 3Sh1pm 01
Had Contraband|

LONDON, Dec. 30 (official).—It is ‘

ascertained that 55 bags of rubber,
all consigned to a well-known enemy

LONDON, Dec. 30.—The Budapest

corresponcjent of the Post in a let-

forwarding agent in Sweden,  were
ter publis hed to-day states that the
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LONDON
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CONSCRIPTION

Contended in Some Quarters That
Some Cabinet Ministers May

Swede Fort Fires
on Hun Torpedo

LONDON, Dec. 30.—The forts on
the Swedish Island of Haestholmen,
opened fire on two German -torpedo
boats which were pursuing a Swed-
ish steamer off Karlskrona, in Swed-
ish territorial water to-day, accord-
ing to messages from Stockholm to
the Danish “Politiken,” and forward-

Says 600, 000 Men <
Have Unattested'

.LONDON, Dec. 30.—A meeting of
»the_ Joint Labor Recruiting Commit-
tee of London, this afternoon, a meet-
ing calling a National Conference ot
Trade Uniong to consider the com-
pulsion situation was urgently de-
manded, but it was decided to wait
for an explanation of this position

OF CABINET

LONDON, Dec. 30.—As to the dis-
cussion whether the Cabinet is in|
favour of compulsion or not, the

removed from the parcel mail om|
board the S.S. Oscar II.  Estiroated|
weight of the rubber seized is about
four thousand pounds. The remaind-

Balfour, First Lord of Admiralty,
Says British Navy is Perform-

Resign—Lloyd George Had
Much to do With Speedy De-
cision Reached

LONDON, Dec. 29th. Evening
newspapers to-day all concede the de-

ed by the Exchange Telegraph Co.s
correspondent at Copenhagen.

The Swedish Admiralty, adds the
despatch, has ordered a strict enquiry
into the incident, which is regarded as

neutrality when the Germans cap-

a repetition of the recent violation of

political atmosphere has been con-
siderably cleared up by the admis-
sion that the principle of compulsion
is accepted by the majority of the
. members of the Cabinet. Public op-
. inion not yet crystallized, but there is

er of the mail, which consisted of
734 bags was handed over to the Post
Office for immediate transmission to
its destination.

The Oscar II. is the vessel which
carried Henry's Ford’s peace party
to Europe. On the voyage across she

old emnit § between Austria and Hun-
gary has burst into fresh flames and

| that even. the.pretence of unity which

had existefl has disappeared since the
time when - the Austrians offended the
Hungariasig by removing the Hungar-

the Labor Party.
Some Committeea men’

cent.

from Arthur Henderson, Chalrman of

contended
that out of 600,000 men unattested,
Sixty per cent. were unfit, twenty per.
it was stated being necessary

ing the Greatest Part of the
World’s Drama ;
\

LONDON, Dec. 30. —~The Britisk
Grand Fleet which as a Grand Fleet
has never yet had an opportunity ot

cision of the Cabinet in favor of com-
pulsory service. The Westminster
Gazette, which frequently voices min-
isterial opinion, says the only man
who would have the right to resign
under present circumstances, is the
man who has conscientious objec-
tions to compulsory service, and in
any circumstances who is willing to
face all military consequences of the
shortage of men rather than consent
to yield the principle. Others, the
newspaper contends, are needed at
their posts to see that compulsion is
administered, so that the military de-
mand for men will not swamp the de-
mand of industries equally
for winning the war. It hopes the
Government Bill will be purely a
measure confined to the period at the
present war. The Pall Mall Gazette
expresses the opinion that difficulties
within the Government Parliament
will diminish as the question shapes
itself in a practical guise. The
ng Standard agrees now that a de-
cision has been reached, and that
all difficulties will assume quite mea-
surable proportions. It contends the
nation will welcome this as a sign
that the Cabinet has at last been ar-
oused to a sense of the realities. Ac-
cording to the Westminster Gazette's
parliamentary report the numbers of
single men not attested will reach a
big -total. Its estimate exceeds any
heretofore published, and if correct,
the comparative rapidity with which
the Cabinet decided upon the neces-
sity of compulsory measures is eas-
ily explained. It 1is contended Iin
some quarters that one or two min-
jsters may resign, but these in posi-
tion, and presumably the best in-
formed think this is improbable; and
seem to be satisfied that Premier As-
quith may be able to convince all his
colleagues that the step decided up-
on, was the only one feasible. The
Cabinet it is understood have fully
explored various points arising out
of this decision and so have made ar-
rangements to meet the claims of the
munition work export trade; and the
financial world on labor market. Dav-
id Lloyd George, minister of muni-
tions, who urgent calls for workers in
the munition factories have much to
do with the speedy decision reached,
will now take none but men inelig-
jble on the fighting line. If the
Trades Unions, as hoped, agree to his
proposal for a dilution of skilled work
ers at munitions, with a proportion
of unskilled, he will be able to fill new
factories with women. and ineligible
men, all quite capable of doing with
a little training the work now being
done by skilled labor.
__._Q_.—-—-~—‘—-

Cabinet Council
Is Set Down
For Friday

as workers at home and that the bulk
of the remainder hold conscientious
objections to military service.

Earthquaie at
San Salvador

SANSALVADOR, Dec. 30.—Farth-
quake shocks which began early on
Monday morning are still being fel
'here. A wall collapsed during a shock
to-day, killing to persons and serious-
ly injuring two others. Late advic-
es from Honduras confirm previous
reports that the town of Gracias was
comp’letely destroyed by an earth-
quake on Monday moning.

This town which lies 70 miles
northeast of San Salvador had a pop-
ulation of about four thousand.

STOCKHOLM, Dec. 30.—It has been
definitely decided by the members of
the Ford-Peace expedition that as
'soon as possible tentative peace plans
will be drawn up and submitted.

ian flag from the fortress at Belgrade.

The seriousness of the present quar-
rels, the correspondent says, are in-
stanced. in the Parliamentary  activi-
ties of the Independence Party which,
despitye all entreaties of the Premier,
have’' been airing Hungarian griev-
ances.

being in action, has nevertheless,
from hour to hour and day to day,
through all the months of war, been
the foundation upon which every-
has rested was a summary- by A. J.
Balfour, First Lord of the Admiralty,
of the lessons to be derived from
moving picture records of the activ-
ities of the fleet, over the first pro-
duction which he presided this aftere -
noon. '
Balfour declared the film shown
was packed with lessons of deepest
importance to Britons and to the world
The success of all land operations of
the Allies from Archangel, in the
north to the Persian Gulf in the
East, ultimately depended, he be-
lieved in the British Fleet, because
were it removed the Allied nations,
now banded together against the ty-
ranny of the Central Powers, would
be cut off from the outer world and
from each other. He< doubted whet-
her the magnitude of the task thrown
upon the British Navy and, so far,
triumphantly, though silently, accoms

'widespread approval of Premier As-
quith’s general attitude and there is.
a feeling that the public is Qquite
ready to be convinced. The difficul-
+ies within the Cabinet may be
pected to diminish as the question
shapes itself into practical form.

0

ANOTHER ADDED
TO THE LIST|

e et

NEW YORK, Dec. 29.—A news
agency despatch from Lonrdon to-day
says:

“The crew of the British steamer;
Morning wag sunk by a submarine
sied to forty, who has not to-day, and is believed to have been
already under Lord Derby's lost. Despatches 1eceived here re-|
Group System, do so within a ported only the captain and second
“mate saved.

The Morning was a wooden
of 444 tons, and registered at Dundee. |

O
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tured the steamer Argo.
In the present case the quarry .

escaped, the Germans abandoning the

pursuit when they were fired at.

#as taken into Kirkwall by the Bri-|
tish authorities and her cargo examin-
ed. The Oscar Il. was detained for
more than 24 hours, but was allowed
to proceed on December 16th. There
were reports at the time that part of
her cargo was contraband and that
the Prize Court wou!d take the mat-
ter into consideration.

LABOR PARTY
T0 ARRANGE
CONFERENCE

Sh,p!Many Members Are Prepared to
Support Conscription if it Will
be Applied Impartially to all
Classes in the Country

ex-

No Final Decision
Yet Reached

LONDON, Dec. 30.—No final deci-
sion regarding the method of carry-
ing out the idea of compulsion ap-
parently has been reached as yet, butg,
the Pall Mall Gazette believes the
prcposal. which most commends it-
self a bill providing every unmar-

O

SECRET CONFERENCE

PARIS, Dec. 29.—A long and im-
p brtant meeting, which was secret, of
t'he principal army officers of Portu-
gal, is reported by newspapers in Lis-
lron, says the Havas correspondent
ithere.

The Ministers of War
attended the conference.
[ O

CHINA TO ADOPT
COMPULSORY SERVICE

PEKING, Dec.
«compulsory

important ig

man up
enrolled

shall

and Marine

fixed period.
e e P e ,
MISSING GREEK STEAMER i

NEARING SANDY HOOK
. FRENCH HAVE NEW |
e 1 ,
LONDON. 30.—The  Greek MODEL OF DIRIGIBLE |
steamer., The Salonika, about whose —
safetv considerable apprehension has.
Feen felt was 190 miles east of Sandy
l.cok at 7.30 o’clock. Her boiler
room is flooded, and she making
four knots.

All on board are well, according to
wireless message from the steam-

30.—China is to have
military service, the
Government announcing that Con-

scription is to be inaugurated - on P : . : :
January 1st, 1916. It has also been MUST SPEND WINTER plislicgy wa jEcliuc,, spif e T

% ) 3 v ~ Lord. It is. performing at this mom-
!decrded by the General Staff to or- IN THE WHITE SEA ent, not alone for the Allies, but for

gailzd an Aeroplane Corps. the whole world, the greatest and
most important part in the drama
ow being played for the freedom of
the world. The world has yet to
know how much it owes to the Brit-
ish Fleet. and the victory, which is
“toming to-us in the-future, is at least
as much the gift of the British Navy
las the splendid valor of the Allied
troops, whether British or foreign. #

v,
v

Keynote is
Arbitrate Disputes

WASHINGTON, Dec. 30.—Arbitra
tion of all disputes between America
and other nations was the keynote of
practically all the addresses at to-
day’s session of the Pan-American
Scientific Congress.

Whlle ‘many delegates were
vaged in scientific discussions, sec-
tions into” which the meeting had
been divifled, the general subject of
political means of binding all Ameri-
cans closer, was the outstanding
teature of ®ll the conferences.

WHEN THE
BIG DRIVE
COMES

New York, Dec. 30.—A cable to
The Herald from London, says:
Three months since the sharp and
successful Allied offensive of last,
September, we have seen remark-
ably rapid accumulation of reserve
men and munitions on the west-
ern front in preparation for the
next general advance. )
Expenditure in shells has been
even- less than it was during the
summer. If conditions may be
judged accurately, from official
commumque and aside from ac-
tions at Hertmanns-Weilerkopfe,
where comparatively small forces
are engaged, men have been called
on for ve little real fighting,
whilg\tﬁc;:;bendlture in human
lives and material has been at the
minimum, while the produetion of ..
both necessities has been at max- -
imum.

France and Britain have been
working their fally mobilized steel

Even-

Dec.

LONDON, Dec. 30p—A conference
of representatives of the Labor Party
is being arranged to consider the de-
cision of the Cabinet with regard to
the compulsory military service }
question is being canvassed eagerly
in all Trade Union centres. Advoc-
ates and opponents of Conscription
er. are equally emphatic. There are

many members of the Labor Party
who are ready to support.the dec-
trine of compulsion once they are
| satisfied it is necessary and are as-

Wintery Weather Impedes e i3 =
All Mllltary Opcratlons tially to all classes. Some are stil

insisting on -a further opportunity for
unmarried men to offer their ser-
vices without compulsion, but it is be-
Most Dreaded Period is From End
December to End of January—
Allies Now Confident They Can'

PARIS, Dec. 29.—A new model ot
French dirigible made its appearance|
over Paris this afternon, and attract
ed much attention from large crowds.
The balloon, which is of very large|
size, moved across the city in a west- |
erly direction, and circled: the Eiffel
Tower. |

e ety
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" BERLIN, Dec. 29.—Reports from
Copenhagen say that more than 1600
ships, chiefly American, British and
French, have been caught in the ice
of the White Sea, and will have to
spend.the winter~there.

KING ROSS DEAD

a

WELLINGTON, N. Z., Dec. 29—
'‘Andrew Ross, known as King of the
Cocos Islands, is dead.

Last Plan to Avoid Con-
scnptmn Now Made Plain

Government Has a Blll Under Con
sideration Which Will Give
“Slackers” Last Chance to Avail
of Derby’s Recruiting Plan—All
Failing to Embrace This Last
Opportunity Will be Fetched—
Three Unionists Are Likely to
Resign Over Conscription
Trouble

B

g

Enem Trenches
Are Bombed--=
Good Results

LONDON, Dec. 30.—A British offi-
cial statement on the progress of the
campaign was issued to-day and
reads as follows:—

“The enemy made an unsuccessful
attack on one of our aerodromes. Of
four machines, only two reached their
objective. Na damage was done.- One
of our aeroplanes was shot down.

“Last night there was a successful
enterprise near Armentieres. The
enemy’s trenches were entered and
bombed with good effect. Their cas-
ualties were numerous. After ten
minutes the party withdrew. -Our
casualities were very light.

“To-day, our artillery was effective
against trenches and billets in many
places between Hametz and 1\/[onchy

en-

e e

LONDON, Dec. 30.—The Daily Ex-
press asserts that tnere is a group
of at least three Unionists in the Cab-
inet, led by Earl Selbourne, President
of the Board of Agriculture, who are
likely to resign because Asquith’s
plan for a modified form of Conscrip-
tion does not go far enough. Those
men contend, that it is wrong to
force all single men to serve in the
army when there is a large propor-
tion of married men who could be
spared more easily, and that altoget-

her . e .Premler;h plat;a el useles: The enemy exploded two small mines
compromls.e. G ) i x;;ress, Sayf*near Givenchy. There was no dam-
FHORUlaty 16 anyiotinies & A CT9 'age done either to troops or trenches.

reeignations among the supporters'of “Tho: day Wil quite:south .of I
Vi Voluntary ..System AN derpriee Bassee Canal. About Ypres a heavy
?fi Conscrlptlonlsts. i vrels -that e reciprocal bombardment ogcurred.”
resignations w11% not be serlous; <tat111— : o
ough to imperil the existence o e 2
Government. The paper also expres- THREE NEUTRAL.S LOST
ses the opinion that Earl Derby, .
Director of Recruiting, will. find a
place in this reconstructed Ministry.
According to the Daily Sketch, the
Government has a bill under consid-
eration °* embodying the following
methods of securing:. “When it is
decxded to call to the - colours any

attested group under Earl Derby’s
plan, a da) will: be fixed for men in, dam reports.. Three of her crew were

that partlcular group = to  present killed - three were wounded, and the
themselves at a military depot. Unul%other eight were rescued. The mine
that day any unattested bachelor of , became entangled in trawler’s nets.

the age stipulated for that group may| The Norwegian steamer Homelen
vol\fatees for the army and by so, was supk;at North Bergen, with the

war

LONDON, Dec. 30.—A despatch
| from Amsterdam says that reports
received here from Berlin are to the
effect that Emperor William is suf-
fering from a non-malignant boil. He
is remaining indoors owing to the un-
| settled weather, but is not confined
‘to bed.

Vosges mountains, in the Western .lieved the Cabinet has decided again-
zone, continues and may eventually|st any further delay. In view of the
prove to be one of the big operations | expected early activities in the field

) in the war. Gains in either direction| recruits are needed to take the
Break Through German Lines|(yys far have been small but the|places of men now waiting at home
When Time Comes—Saloniki is!French claim progfess in their ef-|camps now in readiness to fill vae-
Regarded as Safe—Central Pow |forts to establish themselves at crest |ancies at the front.
ers Show no Haste to Attack the of the foot-hllls, which here dominate A' meeting Of the ’Amalgamated
Allies — Montenegrins Throw the plain. . . ‘Somety of Engmeere will be held to-
T ) . By all accounts Salonika is now morrow to consider the plan of
Themselves Against Austrians |safe. Certainly the Central Powers | Lloyd George, Minister of Munitions,
. show no haste to attack the Allies’| | for the relaxation of Trade Union
LONDOY, Dec. )H-_])e&pdt(‘h(b position. Seventy-five thousand; rules so as to enlarge the number of
from both Kast and West e\press ‘Serbs have been reformed in Scutari| men performing certain -classes of
the belief that wintery weather will; 'and Elcassan, in Albania, and thex\hork The Engineers will also dis-
likely prove the most severe obstacle ‘\Iontenegrm Army which heretofore cuss Lloyd George’s B]ll amending
to operations on the principal has been debarred geographxcally the Munitions Act which, will come be-
fronts during the next few  weeks. from taking any large part in the|fore.Parliament when it re- -assembles.
The most dreaded period of winter is|War,.is now throwing itself energet—"; — i
from the end of December to the end]ically into the contest against the KAISER WILLIAM
of January was the French General’sjAustrians. A report that the Austri-| REMAINS INDOORS
reply a year ago to a demand for a ans are attacking Scutari is author-|
great offensive. The same remark.jatively denied. According to latest
would probably apply equally thisjadvices the Austrians were at Bkelop-|
year. lolje where they were recently re-
‘ Reuter’s pulsed by Montenegrians and cannot
reach Scutari without crossing the
Albanian Alps, and the flooder river
i Drina. No official announcement is
vet available.

correspondent at the
Western Headquarters, after remark-
ing that the British Staff are con-
fident that the Allies are now, SO
strong in men and munitions that:
they can break through the German
lines whenever the right times comes,
declares the weather is the chief rea-

W
son for postponing a big movement, z OFFICIAL z

and adds: “Snch a movement ne'e(le 'K"X"l' e defesfosgosfeforfo oo e e B oo oo o I'X'
careful planning and extreme caution. P

Rolling .up tactics always involve the BRITISH

possibility of couuter-attacks which Newfoundland :

may end in rolling up the aggressor. LONDON, Dec’ 29—Headquarters|
It is impossible to effect the essential { report: “We exploded a mine at Fri-
gquick movement of artillery with thejcourt, causing the enemy considerable
country in a porous and mushy condi-| damage, and unusual artillery activ-|
tion, without which any big offensive | ity. We replied - effectively. Else-
is foredoomed to fail. The Allied}where in France there is intense ar-
troops would probably have little} tillery activity along the entire front.
trouble in occupying the greater partiAt Hartmansweilegkopf the French,
of the German front trenches because'carry enemy tfenches, - capturing!
the enemy holds _these lightly, but}about 100 prisoners.

then ‘with ranges registered to a In Galicia fighting of a desperate
nicety from myriads of artillery and’character continues at some points. l
hidden machine guns, such a step| "In Egypt, operations on Christmas ¢

WM'K' :
cessation of attack and bombardment

since Christmas Day. He also re-
ports a heavy thunderstorm on the

LONDON, Dec. 30.—In order to
give time for the possible 1econcilia-
tion of conflicting operations on the
recruiting question, the Cabinet
Council, which was called for to-day
has been further postponed until Fri-
day. There is hope that it will then
be found that the Cabinetis in prac-
tical agreement on the acceptance of
Premier Asquith’s proposals. It has
become known that the Prime Minis-
ter has found much greater s_upport
than had beén supposed from some
anti-conscriptionist Ministers, they
having realized that the peculiar
situation calls for exceptional treat-
ment. Among these are Balfour,
First Lord of the Admiralty, whose
jnfluence is very great, and Arthur

NEW YORK, Dec. 29—A London
despatch published here to-day says:

“Three vessel of neutral countries
have been sunk by mines or have
gone down in the water about Britain
during the last twenty-four hours.

The Dutch steamer Erin was blown
up by. a mine, accordmg to Amster-

LONDON, Dec. 29—An official state-
‘ment by the German war office issued

y e
B GERMAN.
|
{

The Govenor,

qto-dav declares that the French
'troops ‘broke through the lines of the
'Germans at Hartmannswillerkopf. |
‘During yesterday’s offensive, the state
‘ment declares, the French offensive
‘movement was broken down, and the|:
.French were driven from the posi-
'tions they had captured at - Hart-
mannsweilerkopt : %

, RUSSIAN. = &4
PETBOGRAD {Officiul).—On the
ieft. bank of the River Aa Lettish one

by i,

+

loss of one life. The despatches did

Henderson, who, however, will be
guided by the views of the Labor
Party, BEarl Kitchener, War Minister,
also has at last defended his opinion
that the time is ripe for compulsion.
Much depends now on the attitude
- of Reginald McKenna, Chancellor of
the Exchequer and Walter Runciman,
President of the Board of Trade.
Both are important members of the
Cebinet, S

would be sheer suicide until the op-
‘portunity is right.”

The Russian correspondent writes:
“The most severe part of the winter
has .now begun in the Russian thea-

tre. All reports agree that the wea- -

ther this year is harder than usual..

jous events will occur until the end
of January.” L

It is increasingly doubtful if any ser-}1

Day against 3,000 Tripolitan Arabs,

7ear Mersumatru, proved a completei

uccess, ~ The enemy left 200 dead
Ships’ gimﬁre gave effective support.
Genera:l Townshend reports that at-

Bom ,LA‘W

Despite the weather srtmery in »tke eral

and bombardment of Kutelamara
fas enttrely ceasqd since Chrutmas art

of our detachments attacked an en-
emy detachment with the bayonet.
The Germans ﬂed leaving many kil-
led and wounded.

On the 1est of the front as f&i’f as|

the Prxpet region, there ha:ve been

voluntedring will escape the stigma

of compulsion, but all failing to vol-‘

unteer on such a stlpulated day will
be tetched o ;

R

AVIATOR KILLED

e

Dec. 29 —-Lieut.
%.Ao! u;e*Royal Flying ~Corps,
) en his areeplnne

L) atorm perheps after strikiﬁg a mlne.,

not state the cause. It is believed
she either struck a mine or founder-
ed in a storm.

Despatches from Penzance, Comn-
wall, to-day, reported wreckage from
the Norwegian Steamer Heidrun, and
a body, about which was strapped
one of the Heidrun s 1ite belts, wash-
ed ashore at Mullion. The Heidrun is
believed to have gone ~down in a

plants night and day and it is esti-
mated that out of every three
shells two have gone into the re-
serves supply that will be used
when”the time comes to maintain

on German positions from Hieu-
port to Switzerland. Into this re«
serve of men has gone a large pro-
'portmn of the new units which wilt
receive the:r ﬁrst real bapa"&m of .-

L D

the unprecedented tx:am of death



