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THE ONTARIO PUBLIC SCHOOL TEXT BOOKS.
A small storm is raging in Ontario educational circles. 

Our readers will remember that eight months ago we 
alluded editorially to the fact that “the new Ontario 
Readers, excellent though they be in many regards, still 
conform to the outworn and artificial standards of thirty 
years ago. While they are probably the best school books 
that we have yet seen, still they fall very far short of 
what they should and could be.’’ In general our edi
torial dwelt upon the evident paucity of descriptive and 
informational matter pertaining to Canada. We empha
sized particularly the absence of any allusion to the 
industrial life of this country, and pointed out that the 
'books contained not one reading concerning such an 
important industry as mining.

These animadversions the compilers answered by 
claiming that the school books were intended to be “in
spirational” and not “informational.” In this argument 
we can see little sense. Children derive inspiration of 
the proper kind from information interestingly present
ed. Canadian children should know something about 
Canada, about our forests, mines, farms, and industries. 
And knowledge of these things need not be acquired 
through pages of statistics, nor through dry didactic 
dissertation. In the discovery and exploitation 
of our mining regions, for instance, there has been de
veloped much true romance. What could be more “in
spirational” than the story of Silver Islet, or of the 
early labours of Canadian geologists, or the thousand 
and one incidents of pioneer life connected with the 
history of mining all over Canada ! Surely it is well for 
the Canadian child to learn something of what 
Canadian citizenship means. The one crying need that 
faces our nation to-day is the evolution of a new brand 
of Canadianism. It strikes us as being rather piffling 
to prescribe large doses of conventional and hackneyed 
literature to “inspire” the rising generation.

We notice that the teachers of Ontario have given 
expression to their disapproval of the new books. They, 
and other critics, have not been answered by the Depart
ment of Education. The sole (and quite inadequate) 
response has come in the shape of a characteristic explo
sion from the impetuous Sir James Whitney. In the 
absence, through illness, of the lion. Dr. Pyne, Sir James 
occupied the position of Minister of Education. When 
asked for his opinion concerning the aspersions cast upon 
the new books, Sir James erected himself into a volcano. 
This, while interesting, is not instructive. Neither is it 
inspiring. Vesuvius and other established centres of 
volcanic activity can do the trick far better.

Meanwhile we shall reiterate our former opinion to 
the effect that there will always be something lacking in


