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There are estimated t" be nearly 600,000 people in 
Great Britain and Ireland w lie are entitled t" "Id 
age {tensions under the new avt

A Vonnevticut woman ha died willing $50,000 
for the eare of her horses and dogs and leaving $2,000 
to her husband

* * *

Kansas, Nebraska, Oklahoma. Ark ansa and
Missouri have ail been suffering : :, eu blizzards ;u 
conif’tamed 1 > v severe e, dd 1 lu lot, Luther i. z 1 

were also visited by the -t• >rm

p< ,r the ] iresent, in the interests of peaci California 
has dropped all anti-Japanese legi-dation

* * *

In an action brought by the U. S. government 
against the ugar trust it wa brought it that false 
wales were used to weigh out the imported product 
mi ,>rder to defraud the tstom V lifference 
7.v T0 could, by these cale be madi fa f the 
company.

* * *

A bomb was thrown iu 1 ilcutta i1 a trail 
u inch I.- >rd Min to the Viceroj oi India wa lue 
be travelling Fortunately he had taken another 
train, and no one wa mm red hx_the explosion.

* * *

A letter wa read iti all the Roman Catholie hurt < 
in l reland , ,n i recent Sunday advising the Iri h 
pee>ple not to be lured mt" ei ugrating to America bj 
false letters and statement and warning them of 
perils t " be avoided ii they did cross the ocean.

Experiments in the Peace River in 1908
Reports have been received up : ■ Decei bei I9tl 

I DOS, from Mr. Robert lone , the farmer in charge 
of the experimental work in agriculture and hort; 
culture being carried on by the Director of Expen 
mental Farms at Fort Vermilion on the Peace River in 
Northern Alberta Port V, rmilion i about 350 •• ill 
in a direct line north of Edmonton, or about 700 
miles north by the mail route.

Mr Jones report on thi n ult oi the experiment 
conducted, also on the condition of the crops in the 
Port Vermilion district la • ,i\ “The past season 
was, "ii the v. h, ilu, very favorable for crops of all 
sorts in this locality The spring opened up .it,, mi 
the middle "i April, and seeding wa undei full 
headway by the 1st oi May Wheat wa fulls ripi 
by the 17th of August, and harvest ».i general b)
20th of that month None oi the wheat i fro ted 

< twmg t,, delay in the mail the eed oi <
ripening wheat . and Othei grain lent to Ml I- 'tn 
from the Experimental Farm foi owing did not ri i 1 
F, irf Vermihi in until Juni henci the) wen held 
to be sown in the spring of 1909. Mr. Jones has given 
much of his time this season to the. examination of 
crops grown by farmers in the district and has ob­
tained ampli froi thei vh I hi varded 1 
Experimental Farm at Ottawa, and which have 
recently come to hand. He says that he thinks he is 
quite safe in estimating the wheat crop of the Fo 
Vermilion district for this year at 35,000 bushels 
with an average of about 24 bushels to the acre, 
barley at 5,000 bushels with an average of about 
60 bushels to 'in acre, and oats about 4,000 bushels. 
This makes a total of about 44,000 bushels of grain 
for that district.

The experimental plots of turnips have given a 
crop of over 16 tons to the acre, mangels 15 tons, 
and white carrots 12} tons to the acre.

The hardy cross-bred apple trees produced at 
Ottawa, also some hardy Russian sorts, which were 
sent to Fort Vermilion in the spring of 1907. survived 
the winter of 1907-8, and have made good grow th 
.during the past season, some of them as much as two 
feet. The plums have made a still stronger growth, 
and writing on the 15th of October, Mr. Jones say; 
“Although most of our native trees have been stripped 
of their foliage by frost, the leaves on the apples and 
plums are quite green yet.”

About 25 varieties of black, red, and white cummt 
were also forwarded for test, also three varieties of 
raspberries and two of strawberries; all of these are 
doing well and making good growth. Many varieties 
of trees and shrubs of the hardiest sorts suitable for 
shelter and ornament were also supplied. Those 
which survived the hardships connected with trans­
portation and the cold of the winter of 1907, more than 
50 varieties in all, are doing well.

Writing on August 29th, Mr. Jones says : “My 
garden vegetables are promising large yields. Some 
of my carrots measure now 3 inches in diameter 
and I have cauliflower at present which weigh 10 
pounds each, also tomatoes of good size which are 
almost ripe now. The yield of potatoes will be large : 
the earliest ones were ready for the table on lulv 
13th.”

The samples of wheat received from Fort Vermilion
are very fine, well miaturei 1 and vttv heavy. There
were five sam]des in all. i mil their dates of so wine
and harvesting were as> folio

Weight
Date of When When per bus.
sowing ripe cut lbs.

Prcst. May 6 Aug. 19 Aug. 22 64}
Lada} April 31 Sep. 5 6,1

M ay 4 Aug. 17 Aug. 21 6 1
Early April 21 Aug. 2,1 63

May 9 Aug. 29 611

Xo samples of Red Fife could be obtained; all the 
canette-- named arc earlier than Red f ile and lionet 
suit tin-- district better. They have all been grown 
from samples cut to settler- during the pa-t few 
years from the Experimental Farms.

Two sample; of oat were received, one oi Bannei 
which weighçd lit pound pet bu he! and one un 
named which weighei I i pounds pet bu hel 11" 
Banner wa own Maj 16th and wa ripe August 24th 
One sample of barley was received unnamed which 
wa own M a>. 11ii !i .,is 1 wa cul Augu I 12th 1 
z eighed 19} pound pet bushel Chen 
impie t pea which wa sown Maj Sri1 and < it 

August 12tl weighing 64 pound ; - : 1 i ' • 1 l 1 - ' ■ 
were also two small samples of beans which were 
plump and well ripened. From the dates ofsowing 
and ripening, the absence of injury from frost and the 
weights of the samples of the gram sent, it is evident 
that the past season was quite as favorable for crop 
growing at Fort Vermilion as it was in many parts "I 
Alberta and Saskatchewan further south, (in Dec­
ember 19th, Mr. Jones writes : “The farmers in this 
neighborhood are busy at present hauling their wheat 
to market all of which is of the very best quality.

Wm. Saunders.
Director of Dominion Experimental Farms.

The Bachelor and His Problem
“the shack beautiful.”

The true value of a well decorated house is not 
apparent to many; but after consideration it Will be 
admitted that for many reasons the home that is the 
most artistically arranged and ornamented is the 
most cheerful to reside in, even if the owner does not 
believe himself capable of fostering a love for the 
beautiful. One can readily realize the detrimental 
effect which would be produced on patients com­
pelled to lie in hospitals the walls of which were de­
void of-paint or any attempt at decorative treatment. 
The irritation produced on the nervous system of 
such people would render their recovery very little 
assistance indeed. The same might be said of per­
sistently monotonous patterns of wall-paper or the 
glaringly vulgar designs obtained in the cheaper 
grades of such goods. The fact is beyond dispute 
that mural decoration has a very pronounced and 
powerful effect on the human mind both in health or 
sickness. This .being so, the necessity of the "shack 
beautiful” will appeal to every reader of this article 

The question naturally arises at this point as to 
how a man may so decorate his bachelor shack as to 
give it the desired artistic and restful appearance.

1 < msideration should first of all be given to the 
wall-paper. The highest point in art is reached 
when simplicity is portrayed as the essence of beauty. 
This is applicable to such ordinary subjects as walls. 
No ornate and heavily labored design should be dis­
placed on the walls of the bachelor’s shacks in North­
west Canada, if these men wish to appear cultured 
and tasteful.

A suggested scheme in plain wall design may prove 
of value to any who contemplate the re-decoration 
of their humble prairie residences. Green paper 
should first be obtained absolutely void of figures or 
ornamentation Xo fear need be entertained about 
such material containing arsenic, as present day 
manufacturers prefer to use coal-tar, a cheaper and 
less dangerous medium.

The first tep is to wainscott the wall to the height 
of about 3 feet, a suitable moulding is next run along 
the top of this. The paper is then applied between 
wainscot and ceiling. A neatly carpentered and 
smoothly planed shelf is affixed at a distance of 6 
feet from the ground, all around the room, a border is 
then not essential. Unpainted ribbed moulding is 
nailed in perpendicular strips from shelf to wainscot, 
so as to enclose a square of the green wall paper. 
White enamel applied to the woodwork will give per­
haps the first real thrill of enthusiasm and sincere

SOMETHING BET,T4R THAN THE AVERAGE KV'V

idmjra........... thi 1 of thi Lord oi thi Sha
which feeling vs oi : - < ceded by 1 he hanging
a uitablx electi ! ind tasteful!) framed picturi ii
eacl q tan oi greei Phi w ill are now ......iplt t<
and worth) " thi ri il pride expei ieni e< I by thi 
,, v, i i - rhe expei 1 oi r hi 1 i practical!) 1 
greater thaï that entailed by thi isual fifteenth rati 
' i x adopted o univei ill) I ta ' ' > tge We tei 
Canadian homestead.

Another idea is to paper with any plain art tint, 
using a border for the relief it gives from the mon- 

i V home-madi tencil can easilj 1- • at 
factured by anyone possessing average intelligence 
A border thus produced will po t s merit as amateur 
handiworl ! - bordei gn ilwa) lend
itself to artistic treatment. Wild duck, for example, 
in which the colors of the beak, neck and body un­
varied.

It is not widely known that the oilcloth used for 
covering tables, counters, etc., is useful as a wall cov­
ering. A wainscott is used here also, then the re­
maining wall space is neatly decorated with this 
material of the exact width to complete the length of 
the wall to the ceiling. Pure white or marbled 
effects can be procured. That which bears a geo­
metric design is far too distracting and confusing to be 

f the slightest value for this purpose.
The ceiling can be of a light tint if the impression of 

increased area is desired. The darker hades, 
course, give the opposite effect. A man’s own judg­
ment is the best guide in matter of this nature.

The floor always needs to be taken into account in 
the beautifying of the home, although at first it ap­
pears quite a small matter. Linoleum, if kept clean, 
gives a pleasing appearance, but seems to look some 
what cold. Carpets are generally banned for 
financial reasons and really it is no great drawback to 
live without a carpet as they are so unhygenic. Bare 
boards look dismal. What then can be done? A 
neatly laid floor oiled again and again until it actual! 
glistens is probably the solution of the problem.

It is easily kept clean, is in keeping and harmony 
with most decorative schemes and with rugs and 
skins scattered around gives that inviting appearance 
that compels one to feel absolutely comfortable and 
contented.

It seems that in the selection of pictures the av­
erage bachelor homesteader reverts almost to bar­
barism. Vulgar calendars, and crude picture post­
cards generally grace, or rather disgrace, his walls. 
Reproductions in color of masterpieces in art are 
within the reach of all. They are an inspiration and 
tend to uplift the ideals. Why then, will men persist 
in looking daily on that which warps the love of real 
beauty and degrades the nobler feelings of manhood ?

In furnishing a home, goods should be bought, not 
alone for the comfort they will give, but also for the 
general influence they will exert on the dwellers in 
the house where they are placed. Depressing colors 
should be shunned. That which is restful to the eye 
and causes gratification the longer one contemplates 
it, is what is required. It is also highly essential that 
harmony should exist between everything in the 
room. Tis true that contrast is often artistic, but a 
beautiful contrast is so difficult for the tyro houses 
decorator to obtain that he manifests wisdom when 
he leaves such effects severely alone.

It has been endeavored to show that a practical 
application of art at a small cost is possible in the ar- 
ranging ef the homes of the lonely men who reside 
amidst the wearying “sameness” of the prairies, and 
we hope that the hints herein given may prove an in­
centive to these same men to arise and put their 
house in order.

Louis (’. Belrose.
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