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THE JESUIT SYSTEM IN THE

LOWER SCHOOLS,

Delightful tagk to rear the tender thought,
To teach the young ldea how to sh

When the Jesuits were driven from
France in the last century, their suc
cessors introduced ‘' a tem of educa
tion more in keeping with science and
philosopby.”  Father Thomas Hug hes,
S. J., in his bock ‘‘Loyola and the
Educational System of the Jesuits,’
cites the testimony of M. J, M. Drevon,
censor of
Agen, on the results of the change.
*“The moment was come to set up
furnaces, to add bellows thereto, and
initiate scholars into the doctrine of
gases.” The combinatio:
nellows, echolars and gascs ITepares us
for the following pedagogical ex
plosion :  * Children preperly in-
structed ought to have become at the
age of fifteen, agriculturists sufficient-
ly well qualified, intelligent natural-
ists, prudent economists, shrewd busi
ness men, enlightened politicians, pro-
found metrphysiciang,  prodigions
geometricians, without prejudice to
writing and drawing, to universal
geography, and ancieut as well as
modern history ;: without prejudice to
the French language, English also,
and German and a little Latin ; and
again without prejudice to music and
heraldry, to dancing and fencing, to
horsemanship, and above all, to swim-
ming. All this agitation proved un
fortunately sterile, and as [ have just
said, on the eve of the French Revolu
tion, secondary education had
taken a step luri

f furnaces,

forward during

yelopwdist, Sans cul tte, Bona
partist and Bourbon, all had had their
tarn in renovating the educational
system of France and had failed, It
was reserved for Victor
eclectic philosopher, to reform the re
formers, and he found no batter means
at his disposal than the Jesnit Ratio
Studiorum. Less than eighty years
nad ince the banishment of the
Jesuits in the name of liberty and pro
gress, when a French minister, despite
the protests of stokers, bellow-menders,
gas companies, horse trainers and ex-
pert swimmers, found it necessary to
undo the work of his predecessors, and
restore the Jeguit system as the basis
of secondary instruction in the schools.
It was a high tribute to the value of
the Ratio Studiorum that Rollin, ree-
tor of the University of Paris in 1720,
and Victor Cousin in 1510, should have
sanctioned and adopted the system.
Both had made a special study of the
best methods of instruction : neither
of them had any abiding love for the
Jesuits ; they profited, however, by
the results of Jesuit labors, and at the
same time displayed more stoicism than
the occasion demanded, in resisting
the temptation to make a proper ac
knowledgment of their indebtedness

The history of the Ratio Studior
is briefiy told. In 1554 Father Claud-
ius Aquaviva, the general of the
society, appointed a commission of six
Fathers, representing six different
8—Spain, Portugal, France,
rermany and Italy—to frame
a code of laws regulating the courses
of study to be pursued in the Jesuit
colleges, In 1556 the first draft of the
document was sent out for experiment
and criticism to the three hundred col-
leges of the society in Europe. Sug-
gestions poured in by the thousand,
were sifted carefully, accepted, re-
Jjected or modified, and a new edition
was issued in 1591, Two years later,
reports on the working of the system
reached Rome and were committed for
consideration to the proper authorities.
In 1599, fifteen years after the com-
mission was appointed and thirteen
after the first edition appeared, the
Ratio Studiorum, which had in the
meantime undergone seven or eight
revisions, assumed definite shape and
became the recognized system of the
society, Tinally in 1832 the Ratio
was again revised and somewhat modi-
fied to answer the educational require-
ments of our time. In the edition of
1586 the commissioners assigned the
reasons that influenced them in fram-
ing the various laws ; the final Ratio
18 a set of laws without note or com-
ment,

The system provides for the higher
studies of the university as well as for
the lower schools or ordinary college
course. We shall confine our atten-
tion entirely to the latter.

Five grades constitute the college
course, three of grammar, one of hu-
manity or poetry, and one of rhetoric.
The highest class of grammar with
poeiry and rhetoric are commonly
known by the picturesque titles of
freshman, sophomore and junior
classes, probably as a concession to
popular taste or prejudice, since in-
genuousness, pomposity and juvenility
are more readily gauged and recog-
nized by the public than such intangi-
ble accomplishments as a knowledge
of grammar, poetry or rhetoric. The
class of philosophy or senior class be-
‘ongs to the grade of higher studies,
and with it we are not concerned at
present,

The lower classes are graded on the
basis of a classical education : other
branches, mathematics, history, chem-
18iry, modern languages, have their
proper places in the course and are
distributed on the same plan as the
classics, so that the portion assigned to
each grade can be thoroughly mas
tered within the allotted time. A
tommon school course will generally
fit the student for admission to the
lowest grammar class. The Ratio pro-
vides that the candidate for admission
be placed ““in a class adapted to the
boy's qualifications, in such a manner,
however, that the young person be
rather worthy of the class above than
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not be questioned, for its lation de
feats the end of any graded system of
instruction by rating the divid
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observance is rendered all the more
necessary that the teacher's energies
are fully taxed by his efforts to keep
the students from lear g too little,
no external assistance, much less a
warrant ity, being re-
quired to guard them against the op
posite extreme of learning too much,
For the first two vears the student is
engaged in the study of the Latin
and Greek grammars, and the reading
of the easier portions of the classics,
Cicero's letters, Nepos, and Phadrus
in Latin ; with
in Gr In
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Demosthenes, S:. Chr om and St
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Homer and some other Greek poet
The precepts are the general rules of
expression and sty and the special
rules on the comj on of ej
narrations and descriptions both in
prose and verse.
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thenez, Plato, Thucydides, Homer,
Hesiod, Pindar, Saints Nazianzen,

Basil and Chrygostom,

So much for the svstem of classes,
A few words are sufficient to explain
the peculiar methods of Jesuit instrue-
tion :

These rules of old. discovered, not d

Are nature still, but nature method

The prelection is first and most im-
portant. It is nothing more than an
explanation by the professor of a
definite portion of matter, precepts or
author, which the student is to study
afterwards privately in preparation for
the next class, For example, in the
class of rhetoric the professor first ex-
plains the meaning of a passage
selected from one of Cicero's speeches.
Then the structure of the passage is
analyzed, the sources from which the
arguments are drawn, and the orna-
ments of style are pointed out with ap-
propriate illustrations taken from other
writers, ancient and modern, Lastly,
the professor will comment on the
meaning of the words, their beauty,
rhythm and variety ; he is not ex-
pected, however, to treat all these
points in every lesson.

The prelection on the precepts com-
prises an explanation of the meaning
of the rule, references to other rhetor-
icians than Cicero, the reason for the
rule, the citation of poets and prose
writers in illustration, and any erudi-
tion that may throw additional light
on the subject.

The other classes have their own
forms of prelection, In the lowest
class, a short passage from the author
is read by the professor, and the mean-
ing made clear. Then follows a
literal translation : the grammatical
construction of the sentence is ex-
plained ; attention is called to cases
and tenses, and the rules of grammar,
so far as they are understood, are re
called to memory and applied. The
explanation of a grammar rule consti-
tutes the prelection on precepts.

As soon as the prelection is finished

vised,
d.

the professor demands a repetition of

it from the students. There a two-
fold advantage in this exercise. It
offers an opportunity to correct any
misunderstandings of the subject ex-
plained in the prelection, and, by
ing the attention awake, foste
power of mental concentrati
decay among students has |
leplored by an eminent
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exercised with special care, an atten

tion that ought to he appreciated by
them, but which is generally not re-
garded either in the light of a boon or
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l from an author, the precepts of rhetor

ic, poetry or grammar, or the subject
matter of a former prelection. In the
oncertatio one student is opposed to
several, and must be prepared to ex

ainst

p attacks of ingenious
or the contest may take
between pairs of rivals, the prof

nents :

interests of peace and t
The superficial student is put to ig
minious rout in the
thoroughness of preparation, depth of
knowledge and clearness of expression
only weapons that secure suc
Disputation leads naturally to a
demand for academies and debating
societies, both of which hold a recog
nized place in the course
Besides acting as an incentive to
thorough and methodical study the
oncertatio supplies a powerful anti-
dote to personal vanity, FEven the
best informed students grow innured
to defeat and disappointment no less
tk t They learn in the
friction of the class-room to bear ad
versity with equanimity, and to mani
fest in the battle of life no signs of
discouragement if the world should
not grow pale at the mention of their
names, nor the earth
Stard at gaze like Joshua's moon in Ajalon.
The concertatio, excellent means
though it be of teaching the young to
kuow themselves and respect their op
is the bugbear of thoze educa
theorists who decry any appeal
0 the spirit af emulation, or the em-
loyment of punishment and reward
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juestion offered by the crit is con
tained in the giittering platicude that
the teacher must inter his pupils in
their work, and ther obviate all

1 of approval or reproof. One

after condemning the Jesuits
beyond the field of
in search of educa
material, adds with unctuous s
placency : 1
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““The new schoo! se
draw out the faculties of the ye
mind by employing them on subjects
in which it is interested.” Waiving
the question of grammatical obscurity,
we find that the real difficulty, name

ly, how to interest the student, is vea

ly evaded by the critic, and a very
dange s pedagogical principle ad
vanced without warrant,

It is evident that the students’ pleas-
ure may be consulted only when it
leads to good, that education implies
suppression of vicious tastes and
and the inculeation of sound
iples of judgment in matters both
intellectual and moral. Certainly the

| system that makes the teacher a fol-
| lower, not a

leader of his pupils,
him in a false position, nullifi
unence for good, reverses the
order of n re and common sense, and
can originate in nothing short of in
spired imbecility, ‘The chief object of
interest to the genus boy is out-door
sport. The teacher, therefore, in ac-
cordance with the new theory, must
speud most of his business hoursin the
open air, performing the thankless
and even perilous duties of umpire in
baseball and football wrangles.

place

his inf

The Ratio Studiorwm does not admit
the supposition that human nature
changes fundamentally with the cen-
turies, nor the theory that all boys are
embryonic geniuses. The latter mis-
take leads to the overcrowding of the
curriculum with useless subjects, and
the exclusion of rivalry from the
schools, for the brilliant student needs
no stimulus to his energies beyond the
delight experienced in cultivating his
mind. The framers of the Ratio, how-
ever, being men of mature age, ripe
scholarship, and long experience in
the workings of college life, realizod
that the school-world is composed
mainly neither of geniuses nor dull-
ards, but of intellectually plain people,
displaying an almost endless variety
of plainness. Hence arose the neces-
sity of careful grading, in order that
those of the same or nearly the same
attainments might be placed in one
class, provisions being made for the
more brilliant by promotion, and for
the slow by reversing the process.

Three centuries ago the educator
was confronted by two classes of
students, not unknown to the nine-
teenth century teacher. The first
included the young men of close ap-
plication, who took a keen delight in
intellectual pursuits. To the second
class belonged the wearer of rapier and
ruftles, the prototype of the chrysan-
themum haired Adonis, who adorns
the campus of to-day. The athlete,
under favorable conditions, becomes
an excellent student. Strong-willed,
well-disciplined and intelligent, he
possesses the elementary qualifications
for success in any undertaking that
appeals to his taste. He is not so dis-
interested, however, as to consider the
general good of mankind a sufficient
inducement to hard study. Unless
something more tangible is offered he
will probably devote his time exclus-
ively to the cuitivation of his muscles.
For this reason the Rafio gives some
token of approval in the form of a
prize or a privilege for persevering
efforts or success in the intellectual
arena, Without competition intellect-
ual life languishes, though, like many
instruments of human progress, the
spirit of rivalry can be harmful when
used immoderately or for evil purposes.
Experience proves that emulation is
ona of the best preventives of intellect-
gnation. Port Royal tried to
¢¢ with emulation in its educa
tic svstem, but quickly abandoned
the experiment as a fruitless attempt to
fly in the face of Providence and
human nature, The cultivation of the
spirit of rivalry is even of greater

moment in the ciass-room than on the
campus, for defeat in nn athletic con-

test serves to spur on the vanguished | of passion to the Arctic frost

to more careful training in the tuture
while failure to reach the school stand
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excrcise of his facu Oa the other
hand, if ne ] nor blame b
given according to de , Lhe( i
and idle are placed on th ims ley
and a pr hereby on la
ness and

tin
the ne
and
verse the
equivalent to teachi

there 13 no

aud-—wreng a doctr

approve but the
brained and the iri g

Hi ory 1s siient as to any ng
chavges in boyish nature since Aleibi

ades fell

statuecs of b

Athens.  Youth is still noted for its in

opportane display of animal spirits, is
: )

much en (o herow

nto disgrace by defs

Hermes in the streets of

i

gLV X
in the choice of a mod devoted to
truth and justice when passion does not
cloud the judgment, impulsive, incon
sistent, a foe to public monuments, re
sourceful in warring against the con
ventionalities, though greatly ham
pered nowadays by the telegraph and
telephone, flanked by an efficient and
virtuous police force A profound
knowledge of human nature, and the
familiarity h the conditions under
which the y

t

ing may be

good or evil, are necessary to the

theoretical and practical atorx
The Ratio Studiorum legislates neither |
for angels of light nor ange f darl
ness, but f humna ature as it really
oxists, and to this fact the success of |
the system is in great measure to be
ateri ed

The uits have been severe riti
cised by some, because ‘‘origiuality

and indej
truth for its

reflectin nd forming correct judg
ments were not merely neglected—they
were su d in the Jesuit system
The w proposition in a
very original and independent manner
by decl: that the Jesuit students
were well versed in philosophy, ** skil
ful in dispute, and could make a bril
liant display from the resources of a
well-stored  memory.”’
were of the opinion that well stored
memories, logical minds and sound
philosophy were the stock in-trade of
the original and independent genius,
and we have been confirmed in our
opinion, since in the course of a check
ered career we have had the fortune to
meet some originals and independents
of the new school. One of them, whose
name is followed by a long string of
extracts from the alpl

“The (Jesui

ndence of

mind,
own sake, and the power of

We always

abet, tells us:

master had to study the

ipacity of each boy

character and
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ind then has tho audacity to say, ** The
Jesuits’ idea lost sight of the individ

ual.”  Plausibly inane and vapid
utterances of this kind, like the mock
heroices of an Ar an pastoral, make
the judicious grieve, but pass current
with the many as genuine speclmens
of originality, independence, love of
truth and correct judgment. As to the
charge of suppressing a love for truth,
the critic offers neither proof nor ex
planation of his assertion. We shall
therefore content ourselves with sug
gesting that he enter a Jesuit class
room with a carelessly written theme,
or listen to a poorly prepared recita-
tion, and he will acquire within five
minutes a store of wholesome truths
sufticient to rouse the most sluggish
and satisfy the most fastidious of con
sciences. He will obtain, besides, a
varied and useful stock of information,
on which he may exercite with profit a
life-time of original speculation and
independence of judgment,

The distiple is not greater than his
master even in the new school. The
latest addition to the student ranks is
the boy who has been guided to the
utter perversion of his faculties, in ac-
cordance with his own crude tastes and
fancies. He is the joint product of co
education, erotic poetry, trashy novels,
transcendental nonsense and the de-
moralizing philosophy of self-worship.
Sudden transitions from the torrid zone

i choly

weing the |
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love of |

of melan

have so wee
system that he ie thrown into an ecsta
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of delight by the contemplation of his
own rather meagre accomplishments,
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defined as an infinite capacity for tak
ing pains. The Jesuit system, there
tore, does not propose any substitute
tor close mental application, but rather
directs the student how, and on wha
subjects, he can best exercise hiswind
As a preliminary tooriginal investiga
n along special lines, the

introduced to the best thoughts and
discoveries of the ancient world I'he
auntecedents of modern civilization are
made familiar to him in the clear ideas
orderly development of thought, and
| elegant diction of the ancients. The
;‘il“""Jm_‘!l\:"n\\n'.“,r tant fa IS
in the civilizing of our barbarian an
COstors hey have not yet t their
hum broadening and
and ir 2 y immature minds
f th rians’ descendants, and of
counteracting that unhealthy egoism |
which narrower systems of cduca
teud to foster. The mastery of those

langt

tion.

268 requires the closest atten

The interpretation of ancient

| thought demands reflection, judgment

and delicate literary tast: T'he entire
course of instruction aims at the
harmouious development of the facul
ties, and the formation of men with
ambition too noble to be satisfied by a
niche in the temple devoted to the
glorification of philosophers
whose practice is in inverse proportion
to the intensity of their professions

those
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The sin which is not immediately
dono away by repentance, by its

wn weight impels us toward another,
— 5t Gregory
B ”
Convert's Gift to a Church.
Colonel De Liancey Aster |

Gabriel’s church

an altar in

e has
New

ammemaoration

of his

recent conversion to the Ro
Catholic faith. The order for the altar
was given in Muanich during Mr. and
Mrs. Kane's recent journey abroad
It arrived at the Custom House several
weeks ago, where it was found that
one of the beautiful statues in the
reredes was broken I'he altar last
week was placed in position It is
made of rare gpecimens of wood, and
contains the statue of the Sacred Heart
and the sacred monograms.—N. )
Catholic News.
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WONDERFUL are the cures hy Hood's Sar-
saparilla, and yet they are simple and
natural. Hood’s Sarsaparilla makes rurp
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Stall Another Triumph—Mr. Thomas 8.
Bullen, Sunderland, writes : ‘' For fourteen
yoarsl was afflicted withPiles; and frequently
I was unable to walk or sit, but four vears
ago I was cured by using Dir. Tnomas’
EcnpeTrric O1L. I have also been subject
to Quinsy for over forty years, hut Eclectrie
Oil rurm? it, and it was a permanent cure in
both cases, as neither the Piles nor Quinsy
kave troubled me since,”
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WEBSTER'S DICTIONARY |
The Catholic Record for One Year
"t $4.00.

By speoial arrangement with the publinhe
ATE, We are able to obtaln & number of the
above books, and propose to furnish a copy
to each of our subscribers,

The dictlonary 18 a neccessity In every
home, school and business house. It fllap
vacancy, and furnishes knowledgo which no
one hundred other volumes of the choloest
books could supply. Young and Old, Edu«
cated and Ignorant, Rieh and Poor, should
have It within reach,and refer tolts coutentn
every day in the year,

As some have asked If this 18 really the
Original Webster's Unabridged Dictionar "
we are able to state that we have learned dle
rect from the publishers the fact that thi
the very work complete, on which about 40
of the best years of the author's life wera sg
well employed in writing, It containg the
entire vocabulary of about 100,000 words, ine
cluding the correct spelling, derivation and
definition of kame, and | rogular stans
dard size, containing al t MM square
ln(-hlun of printed surface, and s bound im
nloth,

A whole library In {tgelf. The regular sslls
‘ng price of Webster's Dictlonary has hores
tofore been $12.00,

N, B.~Dictionaries will be delivered free
of all charge for earriage, All ordors muoss
be accompunied with the eash

Addrem, T'HE CATHO%,['SZ RECORD

ONDON O

Father Damen, 8.,

One ofthe most instroctive and useful pamnn

lets extant is the lectures of Father Dame 1\
They comprise four of the most celebrated oneg
delivered by that renowned Jesuit Father
pamely : ' The Private Interpretation of the
Bible,” **The Catholic Church, the only tras
Church of God, Confession,” and ' The Real
Presence.” The book will be sent to any sy
dress on receipt of 15 cents in Stampa, O

may be sent to Thos. Coffey, CATHOLIC K&

OfMce. London
|
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