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suspected of being implicated. Of course, it was
unjust to blame him without direct evidence, but
one night a noise was heard in the cellar of our
house, where provisions were kept; a muffled gun-
shot was heard by only two in the house, and a
bulldog was given a midnight burial under the
apple blossoms in the orchard. The second day
after the hired man asked for a day ofl to look
for his lost dog. The request was sympathetical-
ly granted, though it meant stopping a team, and
the use of a horse was generously proffered him on
which he might ride. So, mounted on a heavy-
draft charger, ““ Jimmy '’ scoured the concessions
and sidelines in a fruitless search for a dog he
loved, ‘‘ not wisely, but too well.”’ That was a
piece of ‘‘ diplomacy,”” as the man was too good
a servant to quarrel with, and, though deception
is not a virtue, it is just a question whether, in
such a case. the end did not justify the means.
The only case in which we ever personally sui-
fered loss of sheep by dogs was so peculiar that
it may be worth reciting. One morning the shep-
herd found a dead sheep in the field, with a dog
securely chained to its body. the chain being
twisted around the sheep’s neck and buried in the
wool, making a prisoner of the destroyer on the
spot. The shepherd disentangled the chain and
proudly started to lead the culprit homeward, but
the brute was unwilling to follow, and pulled back
so vigorously that his head slipped through the
strap and he was gone. However, he and his
ownership was known, and when the owner was
asked if he had lost his dog chain and strap, he
was glad to receive his lost property, but less
willing to pay the price of three sheep destroyed,
which he did on demand through a lawyer’s letter,
the circumstantial evidence being too strong to
risk carrying the case to a jury. It was never
known whether this dog had an accomplice, but as
they generally go in pairs, it is probable that if
there was another he decamped on seeing his
partner in the toils

It was not the intention of the writer on com-
mencing this recital of reminiscences to drift into
the discussion of the dog question, but the men-
tion of this handicap to the sheep business,
and the unreasonableness of the stand taken by
many in defence,of the dog nuisance, makes me
““hot,” and. having relieved my mind on this
point. with the permission of the Kditor, I hope
to follow this with more interesting remembrances
of my experience in handling sheep. I would just

like to add. however, that I know I am not in-
capable of loving a good dog. 1 could, without
effort. * gush '’ over a handsome and well-be-

haved specimen of the genus canis, and am willing
to admit that there arc some good and useful
dogs which have a worthy place, but T am quite
sure that the overwhelming majority of good dogs

are dead ones, and 1 believe the percentage of
good ones grows less as the need for them de-
creases, as it certainly does where laws against

stock running at large are enforced: and, when it
comes to a question between sheep and dogs, 1
-vote for the sheep every time. One of the diffi
culties in securing satisfactory legislation for the
protection of this class of property, 1 have noticed,
1s that legislators, municipal and parliamentary,
depend for their places on votes, and sheep-owners
in this country, unhappily, are in almost a hope
less minority hence. the attitude of many legis
lators on the dog question reminds one of that
of the Western States politician who on the stump

expressed a  willingness to  vote for a dog tax,

when, in a stage whisper, an auditor was over-
heard to say, I've got five dogs, all good ones.
and I'll he durned if I vote for that fellow Be

fore concluding. the orator explained that he was
in favor only of taxing dogs where one man had
more than five head

DEFENDS THE COLLIE

Would you allow me a small space in which to
answer our enemy of the collie dog Something
like surprise fook hold of me when | oread.
week or so ago. Mr. Holdsworth's article against
the collie. He says the collie is the worst enemn
the sheepman has to contend with I venture to
say he has never kept sheep without a dog (to

any extent) \Iso, he  saxs  that  over in the
Oriental countries is the only place where the ol
lie is at all uscrul I would Hke to see g <hep

herd in Scotiand or Ireland who would even think
of keeping a flock minus a collie

Again, it was said that il you took an
drive in any direction from his farn. that
would be chased and vapped at hy o at least twenty

ho
Nou

(1()gS, all oI which were pure collies I oo adlrand
the climax is reached It would take e o vood
while to be persuaded to bhelieve that that person
ever saw a pure-bred collie [ guarantee that
he wouldn't count live pure-hired collies 0 that
whole pack that chased and yapped Where  the
whole trouble comes in is that our tariers cifhog

won't or don’t know how to take care ol dog:
When the noblest animal, the horse, isnt

[rop

erly taken care ofl, it stands to reason that the
se(:(,)rui noblest. the dog, will not bhe It o
farmer friends hred and owned pure-bred dogs. «and
treated them as they ought to be treated—that i
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that they Dbe trained properly—our friend Mr.
Holdsworth wouldn't be chased by so much as a
dog’s bark. It is the owner, and not the faithful

collie, that is to blame. I am sure [ am not
alone in taking the stand I do.

Gentle reader, what is your opinion of ‘the
collie ? Is it a useless brute, as some people

claim, or does it deserve credit ? I am referring,
of course. to pure-bred collies. It is to be hoped
I voice the sentiments of most farmers in this re-

gard. Let’s have your opinion.

Bracebridge. W. R. B. (Naturalist).
I'HE FARM.
WIREWORMS.

Complaints come of serious injury by wire-

worms, and an article on the subject will be time-
Iy, Examination of fields attacked show
numbers of slender, cylindrical, yellowish or red-
dish-brown. tough and shining grubs, with flat-
tened heads and dark jaws. They have only three
pairs of legs on the three segments following the
head, and a single short, sucker-like foot in the
middle of the last segment, beneath. When full-
grown, they are about an inch long and one-
twelfth of an inch wide. With these will be found,
In spring, many specimens about half the size of
the larger ones. Wireworms occur most frequent-
ly in low ground, and attack the roots of almost
all plants, but particularly wheat and corn
They also bore into the tubers of
potatoes in the autumn. Dr. Fletcher, of Ottawg,
says it has been found that barley and rye are
less attacked than any others of the small grains,
and also that clover is little injured. Injury is
most frequent on land which has been for several
vears in sod, and the attack is most severe in the
second season aflter the sod has been plowed down

To explain why this is so. a few words about the
life-history of the insect are necessary.

will
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coming up.
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Wireworms a,re‘the grubs of a large family o1
beetles known as click beetles, easiiy recognized by
their power of snapping their necks with a click.
The eggs are laid in summer about the roots ol
grasses and weeds, and the larvie (wireworms) ol
species  take two years to come to full
growth They change to pupw within cells in the

1most

ground in July, and become perfect beetles about
three weeks later, in August Most of the beetles
remain in their pupal cells until the following
spring before emerging

When sod i1s plowed down, the larvae feed, dur
ing the ensuing vear, chietly on the decaying grass
and its roots. Those larvae which are in their
second year ol growth change to beetles, and do
little harm, as they have plenty or food in the de
caving sod without attacking the crop ; but the
voung larvee, which  were only hali-gcrown when
the sod was broken, attack the crop ol the second

after, because by that  time there will

T he
little else on the land for them to eat

\ short rotation. in which land i1s not Jert i
urass for more than two consecutive years, will
To a large extent. prevent the ravages of  wire
Wortms Farly tall-plowing, with subscequent dish
me or replowing, is advisable oninfested land
Some farmers have obtained good resalts by plow
e twicee in the same antumn. the hrst time g
\oust the land to be well harrowed nooNuonst
and then cross-plowed i September 13y this
means. the pupe and Treshly formed  <oit eet oo
are disturbed ino their pupal cells, and nany o
then destroved

Bart avhen all s osaid i doge, 1y MWW O
est s g hard nut to TN In the wav o nn
mediate vemedies, B0 e or nothime  con e 0
amplished [xtensive  oxperinens |
Forhes. in Hlinois, and o Shinehland, 1 New
York. showed the uselesseos o ant o econmmended
remedies, such as coatinge seed wign, Wi i Pt
the surface application o <alt ol o, chemne e
and even ot owa eleas ' i ! LN E & W
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woms out, the number actually increasing iy ope
case, iIf we are not mistaken, in land treated oy o

bare fallow for several years. Sometimes, wheps
oats are being destroyed in spots, it might e
practicable to reseed those portions with barley,
a crop which, as noted above, is less subject 1o
injury than oats. For the most part, however,

reliance must be placed on good farming, inclug.
ing a short rotation and the liberal use of clover

seed, so as to secure meadows of clover, rathep
than of grass.

PROSPECTS FOR LIGHT CROP OF CLOVER

From present

SEED
the prospects ror g
good crop of red-clover seed are not at all bhright
in Ontario, where the most of the Canadian clov.y
seed produced. The late spring frosts. ...
companied by very drying, cold winds, had the el
fect of practically killing all the old clover
wiping out most of the new seeding.  Any pieces
which were at all sheltered came through very well
The slow growth this spring and the lack of sufli-
cient fodder for stock have forced many farners
to pasture meadows fully two weeks hefore
should have gone on them. In 1905 there was a
surplus of red clover seed in Ontario, and consider
able stock was held over. But this did not make
up for the shortage in 1906 \' good deal o)
foreign seed from Chili and Europe was imported
to make up the local shortage. Even what was
imported has scarcely met the demand, and nuin
bers of farmers are not seeding down with clove
all that they had planned to seed, hecause they
failed to buy before the secd supply became |in-
ited.
SOME DANGERS IN USING FFORIIGN SEED
Some of the foreign seed imported into Canada

indications,

is

and

a hoor

this season, from the standpoint of size and
color, has our seed beaten. But, judged irom
purity, most of our Canadian-grown seeds were

much better. The weed-seed impurities most comn-
mon in the foreign seeds were dodder, ribgrass,
catchfly, bladder campilon, cornflower, fool's pars-
ley, wild carrot and rape seed I'here were other
weed seeds as well, but not so bad as many ol
those mentioned. Had all this imported seed
been recleaned by our seedsmen, there would have
been but few of these weed sceds left in the good
seed Entirely too much of it went on the mar-
ket very close to the minimum legal standard for
weed seed, viz., five to 1,000, which allows o
about 1,472 noxious weed seeds in one pound ol
red clover, or about 9.000 to 15,0600 noxious weed
seeds per acre, according to the quantity of clover

seed sown, this ranging, as a rule, from 6 to 10
pounds per acre.
WIHAT TO Do
[t would appear to he the part of wisdom i

farmers would Keep every likely piece of clover for
seed this year The best quality of sced, judged
according to size and color, is produced from pas-
tured seed

In growing pastured seed, the stock should not
left on the meadow later than the 20th ol
June, when a mower, with the cutting-bar tilted
up pretty well, should reduce everything to the
same level, especially where weeds prevail and the
has not been eaten closely Starting the
second growth early, helps to e¢scape the midge
It seed is produced after a crop of hay has been
removed, it should bhe cut carly in most seasons
at least when it is in  fuli hloom After the
mower has reduced evervthing to one level, that is
the time to weed out the ribgrass, as it can he
quite easily seen for a few days and spudded up
If the sced has heen produced after a hoe crop ol
bare fallow, which gives the hest chance for pro
ducing clean seed, the weed problem is greatly
simplified. Perhaps haif g day spent in a ten
acre field at the right time, mowing with a
scythe the weed on the killed-out and thin places.
and pulling or spudding out such

he
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plants as curled

dock, catehtly  and CCanada  thistle, will enhance
the value of the crop ®5 per acre, and produce
possibly, seed that would he absolutely free ol
weed seeds This is what the producer of seeds
should aim  at It is in his hands to produce
clean seed, which will insure him the  hLest mar
Ket prices Seedsmen continue 1o discriminate he
tween pure and impure seeds to the extent of from
N eents to 82 or 83 per bushel
. Fovery farmer who wishes may make use of gy
Seed Branch, Department o) \griculture, to lave
s seed tested fon purity gjree ol charge. and he
Will get his report back in three or Tour days, i
dicatimg to him to what extent his seed is pure,
and what Kinds and the amount Ol noxious-weced
seed impurities that lay be present in his sample
Pheosaomple i overy eopse should be representatin e
the bl ot Ottered tor sah With these Tacts
wtoree ais 4t Seen® elear to the writer that cooid
Prices must prevail Tor No. 1 seed. and that. ui
the hest there will he only a Timited suppla I et
s oproduce inoOntario as much home-grown <l
prossihile this vear It is a safe pProposition
At may pay o anaceh hetter than tirning the crop
ol it tom or hieeg T VA ONEVR ‘




