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THE CHRISTIAN HELPER.

his books, (for he had a fine private llbnry

the st T had then ever uen) he asked
me, “ Do you read, W——? ied “yes
sir, when T can ge\ books.” Aﬁer a little
further conversation he generously gave me
free access to his library. This was a priv-
ilege indeed, and one of which I was not slow
to avail myself F\e?' spare moment which
1 could possibly save from my duties I de-
voted to reading. 1 sat every night, as long
as | was permitted, and more than once,
when 1 could manage to ve. the maid off to
bed before me, I sat all night long ; napping
occasionally with my head upon the table,
and then rousing, snuffing my candle, nnd
reading on till morning. bfiut I had no one
to guide or advise me, and my reading there-
fore was perfectly indiscriminate ; without
plan or purpose, except the grmﬁcunm of
an insatiable thirst, almost mania. Still my

reading was not altogether useless to me.
It at least gave me a better command of lan-

age ; it expanded my vocabulary and en-

arged the realm of thought. It revealed, or
half revealed to me a vast nu. ber of exis-
tencies and phenomena, which, though I
could not classify them nor assign them
their proper plac , seemed to surround me
on every side, |nvmng me forth, further to
explore and enquire.

Sundap School Bepartment,
International ﬂhh Lessons, 1877,
Dec. 23.—Paul’s Lllt Words,—2 Tim.

iv, 1-8,
GOLDEN TEXT.

T L A e

INTRODUCTORY.

The histc: y of Paul subsequent to the narrative
of theluu{s the w.htec\ of various traditions,
but very little trustworthy information can be ob-
tained.” An outline only can be given here, and
the teacher is directed to the fuller details given

by Ce ve and Howson.

He was probably liberated after his first trial,
the against him breaking down on examin-
-uu. e xbe: revisited the, d

etutal:l the ‘:ntf‘nlkm he had ex-
rngying thro the western parts
of the Ilmm“ even to

Spain, some th rvmlothe ritish 1 He

subsequently retarned to Rome, bt whether
betly or is @ prisoner cannot be decided. < There
he became involved in the results of the prosecu-
vised Christians in connection

about
hc city, and there be-
Ihmh he w arrested by
istrate r{n and forwarded 1o
Rome for trial, !M Christians at that time being
obnoxious to the Roman auth
, o whom the epistle was writted, be-
t on Paul’s first visit to L and
journey Paul took him with him as
an attendant or minister. Paul was very kend:tly
e N T
o Yy rs 1o have
retiring disposition, and Paul writes to
urge w active and. eamest efforts in
preach

‘The ¢ ‘istle was written from Rome during his
second (mpmnmnenl. and immediately before his
lmnyvdom S0 these are called * Paul's Last
Words.”

LXPLANATORY.

" 7. Charge thee. Call uj
|hu. Before God, &c. DLii
of God thus nakes Paul’s words a most solemn | U
adjuration. Shall judge. So in anticipation | *&
of that judgment all our lives should be lived,
The judgment of all human works is
to. (See Acts x. 42 ; 1 Pet. iv. 5). The quick.
Those who may be alive on the earth at the time
of His coming (1 Thes. iv. 17). His king-

dom. That feature of it which is to be estab-

lished when Christ comes again,

V. 2. Preach ; or proclaim like a herald.
The one great Christian commission i " B!
the Gospel to creature,” Taken up with
stud” us interests, moth seems to have been

fecting his preachis Paul says let other
thing glve way for it. sure to set the preach-
ing Be instant. Active, urgent, quick
to -d:e times and opportunities. Cut of sea-
son, i.c, when inconvenient to yourself, Paul
;I‘:n ot mlenn ﬂ::dhc is to lmﬁm: treuhing at

r times, raise prej il
)srx‘:::nP:n 3 but he wants h::: llo master h:"PF‘so
as 1o be always ready for Christian work. Re-
prove, &c. Adapting your teaching to each
occasion that arises, but in erythmf taking care
to preserve the Christian spirit of **long-suffer-
ing," ard to hcp safely within the Christian
(rmh or ‘“ doctrine,”
They will not, u..
u. an societies. - Sound octmu.
be the sound doctrine—the apostolic teschis
Own lnlll, or dalru: in a self-willed way e-
prefer rather than what is re-
u'ﬁ. Iwhinz un. Pnfmlng 1o be tickled
and pleased rather than to be instructed.

V.4 Be turned, :s a judicial punishment.
Fables ; having no foundation in truth ; mere
tales (1 Timothy i, 4).
V.5 W!tr)l thou ; with the wakefulness

one sober. Very earnestly ressed on
His disciples the duly nl' “* watching " (Mark xiii,
37). Afflictions,” Such as are sure to attend
earnest Christian work, Evangelist, or mis-

thee, u
ing in the nl:‘n(

-3 2

embers of
Should

sionary : distinguished from a or a8
lhmxtry ﬁndmg‘:n op(mlmliup“ﬁ::r .
the Gospel, Full proof. Let the s

mde on you be fully wet.
6. To be offered ; or poured out, asa
“hl:im on a -m;; “* ““I)I'v ﬂ-cdﬁrea ;
an ini n of wine) on
the vhh'dm" Paul held mld.?n “a hnl\g
sacrifice,” now he knew death Iu nur.
own earnest spirit he seeks to inspire )y
eamest work. My departure ; hlenlly loos-
ing urhl:nd-bnnglw in figure of ship ready to
V. 7. Fight. Here the term includes more
than hand-combat, and the fi uukm from
Ihn fumlut Grecian games, The
allotted for the mce of If:, cht the
ll th, Asa mnm m under a high trust, Ob-

serve the rich blend metaphors in this pas
:f and how perfect n'ylhey harmanize with each
er.

V 8. Lald up for me, His life-work being
complets sure the reward was ready,
'mlhg to be given him. Crown. Wreathsof

- | ing off unto Jesus,” and now the

EXPOSITORY.

I, PAuL’s Last IpEAs oF THE MINISTRY,
Solcn'\: to llu;:d to Ihr:"l‘m n;:oun:l:‘ of such ;:
a) He t of authority, and
'P” experience to speak, His icea is that

xuryfov Christisa most earnest work, that

d\onldnllnuldl a man’s manhood. He ieels

lteml mporlmceof evangelistic worll. and

“hristian work is 5o surrounded with diffi-

culty that there must be exceeding watchfulness

:f t ﬁ:r truth, and even willingness to suffer and to
ie

1L PAvL's Last FEELINGS ABOUT HIMSELF,

Verses 6-8 are the richest and tenderest
utterances of the saints of God. There is no
boasting in them ; only such an opening of his
inner, feelings as my enoou and in-
apire Lis ** son in the faith.” un-
very proj lool back over Nk and give hi
impression

en show whn Paul thought about his Christ-

ian life and work, It had been a great sacrifice,

but he did not draw back, hemwlllingtoeon
ete it now In his death, It “ad been nﬁg‘n,
t he could it a good ﬁghl I

t
long rlcv-eoune. but he had kept well up, "look-

jom was nearly
he responsi-

won. It had bten the muung

bilities of a trust, but he felt confident

Master woul S Well done, faithful,”
And he cheri: t and glorious hope.

Heaven was before hm I'illim no trace of ldﬁlh-
ness is seen. Heaven was so bright because

others would be there too.
Leam—1. That God gives d grace to d
saints.. 2. That the L n:‘n"mly m.-.{"'

much by his mh\volw 3. That those who
have the true spirit want heaven for others as well
as themselves,—S. S, Union Notes,

Dec. 3o.—Quarterly Review,

GOLDEN TEXT.
“1 gount all thi bﬂl-!lu'hﬂntllllq'dm
knowledge of chﬂ"’.hu-u.u"
BUBJECT, GOLDEN TEXT.
1. Paul at Cwsares, Acts Acts, 3x ;24
Ih-nu-um:lﬂul 2789, m“xn
8. Paul and the
xx ¢ .
AP-I_U.‘L
tmhﬁm
o § flam
in
0, The Dell
I B e
16 Paiis s

: le, and olive were the usual rewards

glv- .k the Grecian games. Of

ness. the terms *‘crown of glory,”

“ crown of * ‘*A crown which consists in
hicousness.” At that day.

s lppuﬂnslnd judgment, Tomud:gl .
nn' vmujto me.  Paul hints ¥o
and noble life he




