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abide with God in what he has got to do, he
must give it up. .

But Paul gets back to the world, and now comes
trial. The flesh comes in. He had been in the
third heaven ; he had got this wonderful abund-
ance of revelations, and the flesh says to him, There
has not been a person in the third heaven but you.
Now he is puffed up, and certainly this is not
heavenly ; it is the very contrary of it.  And that
is the way the flesh will use even being in the third
heaven. He is not puffed up when he is there, be-
cause it is the presence of God, and nobody can be
proud in the presence of God. Persons fancy that
it makes ‘people proud to be in the third heaven.
Never! The danger is, when you get out of the
third heaven, of the flesh being proud of having
been there. We feel our nothingness in the
presence ot God. But now Paul finds that the
flesh was just as bad and mischievous as ever.
Wherever the flesh works, if it gets into the
thought of the third heaven, it makes mischiet,
and if you would give a man the thought of a
fourth beaven, it would only be worse. There is
no mending it. And what does God send? A
thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet
him, _

There is grace, however, in this that Satan him-
self must be God’s servant in the world, just as it
was in Job's case. Who begins the business with
Job? Was it Satan? No, it was God. God says
to Satan, *¢ Hast thou considered my servant Job,




