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In matters of reform, asking for too 
much sometimes delays any progress 
whatever. Such would seem to be the 
case with the effort of Mr. Bottomley 

to have the British Parliament enact that all un­
claimed bank balances should be taken over by 
the Public Trustee for national use. If he is re-

1 to impress u[x>n his disciples, "there is no greater 
mistake than the hasty conclusion that opinions 
are worthless because they are badly argued."

Fergetten
Money.

Hard times seemed to brush up some 
Jogging the defective memories during 1908. At 

any rate, the accompanying exhibit 
shows that unclaimed deposit bal­

ances held by Canadian banks decreased $30,000 
last year instead of increasing as during preceding 
years. The seven hundred or more pages of the 
government blue book show that thousands of 
the balances arc for sums ranging under $5. One 
balance has appeared year after year amounting 
to one cent.—and still it has no taker. On the

|»irted correctly, Mr Bottomley instanced Canada 
to the House as a country where such disposition is 
made of forgotten balances.

What it required in Canada is that each bank 
should annually report to the Government details 
of all dividends, drafts, bills of exchange and 
balances remaining unpaid and unclaimed for five 
years and upwards. That such publicity should 
be given seems reasonable and right—and Mr.
Bottomley’s crusade would lie more likely to sue- other hand, there are individual accounts that run 
reed were his war-cry a less savage one than ‘Con- up into thousands of dollars, 
fiscation."

Memory.

More surprising, perhaps, than the amount of 
British bankers say that the picture of vaults and unclaimed deposits, is the total of unpaid drafts 

strong rooms literally groaning with forgotten and bills of exchange -the outstanding amount 
wealth is greatly over-coloured Still, the aggre- being well over $30,000. While it is to be pre­
gate amount can lie 1 o insignificant one, and the sumed the documents have been lost or burnt, it is 
principle involved is the same whether the prin- strange that in so many cases matters should lie 
cipal be great or small. Nor should any vagaries 1 neglected by those who purchased the unpaid 
of Bottomley rhetoric he allowed to weigh against drafts, and by the (icrsons to whom they should 
the contention for fair publicity. As Huxley used have been paid.

Unclaimed Balances, Unpaid Dividends, Drafts and Bills ol Exchange
le Cherlered Reek ol Ceeede ol do»» ol 1907 end IBOB.
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