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turc of $90,247. The salary item for Manitoba and 
Northwest generally is not given, but the sum of 
$4,150 is placed apart as the cost of 2 inspectors for 
“ general " service. The total salaries specified 
amount to $26,516, which is a considerable sum 
considering that the total expenditure, apart from 
them, amounts to $959,704, a very large portion of 
which is paid also for personal services to medical 
men, school teachers, etc.

We will now show what resources are possessed by 
the Indians available for their maintenance outside 
the grants of public money. For convenience of 
statement in our columns we divide the areas within 
which the Indians reside into three groups; the 
first comprises Ontario, Quebec and the Maritime 
Provinces; the second, Manitoba and the North dis­
tricts, and the third, British Columbia, which we 
designate respectively Eastern Canada, Middle 
Canada and Western Canada :
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THE COST OF SERVICES TO INDIANS, WITH AN 
EXHIBIT OF THEIR RESOURCES AND INCOME.

It is a question worth considering by the leading 
members of both polit cal parties, whether it would 
not be wise to appoint a commission to enquire into 
the public expenditures with a view to some measures 
being taken to introduce economics in the adminis­
tration of the public departments. In 1876-77, and 
the first half of 1878 a vigorous onslaught was made 

the government of the day because of itsupon
alleged extravagance.

In those years the expenditure on account of Con­
solidated Fund, that is, the ordinary working ex­
penses of governing Canada, hid been on an average 
23 millions of dollars, which was equal to $5.22 
per head of population. In 1879 a rise of one million 
dollars took place, and the process of expansion has 
been continuous since that year, until in 1899 the 
amount reached $41,903,501. which, at the highest 
estimate of population to-day, equals $7.90 per head. 
As both parties have each in turn demanded re­
trenchment in public expenditures, there is no parti- 

hip in suggesting that both of them take
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practical step to ascertain where the extravagance 
complained of exists, and what policy should be

Generalitiesadopted to enforce greater economy, 
sound well on platforms, but business demands, 
“condescending to particulars," as our Scotch friends 
say. One item in the public accounts seems to call 
for investigation in the interests of economy, 
is the expenditure on the Indians in Canada, which 
last year amounted to $986,220 out of the current 
revenue, and of $238.111 out of the amount at credit 
of the Indian Fund, making a total parliamentary 
appropriation for the Indians of $1,224,366. The 
smaller sum, however, we regard as rightfully due to 
these people, being secured them by treaty. On 
the larger sum, however, they have no claim.

The following statistics, drawn from official re- 
relating to the expenditures on Indians, the re- 

of those people, their earnings and opportuni-
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The form adopted ,by the Department for Indian 
affairs in the annual report renders it exceedingly 
tedious to extract the details for making up a sum­
mary like the above, which is much to be regretted, 
as a complete statement of the economic condition of 
the " wards of the nation,” the Indians, are most de-
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sirablc to be exhibited to the public. We believe the 
above table will be a great surprise, as, even in official 
circles, we have reason to say, that the earnings and 
income and resources of the Indians in Canada are 
entirely unknown. We learn from above that their 
total income last year was $2,881,185, that is, their 
income from labour, from agriculture and other 
pursuits. This does not include the value of the 
products they raised, or the .bod they captured, upon 
which they lived, and which, generally speaking, 
raised them into a position of entire independence of 
outside help. Indeed, the economic position of the 
Indians, judging only from the official Reports, was 
superior to that of the lower class of labourers and 
artisans. The display of their resources, their earn­
ing powers, their income, their enormous accumula­
tion of valuable property in household goods, farm 
implements, horses, cattle, oxen and other live stock, 
suggests the question, whether the time is not at hand 
for relieving the public at large from some consider­
able portion of the money expended in administering 
the Indian affairs of Canada.

turns 
sources
ties of being independent of government aid, can be 
profitably studied by those economically inclined. 
The districts wherein the Indians reside, the num­
ber in each area, and the average amount spent per
head in each district in 1899 were as follows :
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In the grant lor Maritime Vrovince Indians the 

sum of $2,817 is included, which seems large for a 
total expenditure of only $13.313 f°r all other pur- 

The salaries' item for British Columbia isposes.
$,9.549. which also is very heavy for the expendi-
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