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Referring  to  our editorial of
May 13, ow the trend of life
insurance in the United States, as

the record of 1897, compared with the tea
revs e vears, a friend prominently connected with a

A Reasonable
Sugrestion

larg company of New York, after commending
wl had to say, suggests that in accounting for
e roluced ratio of surrenders in 1897, the growing
P o of the companies in making loans to policy-
Lollore (on the reserve values of policies), may well

e coneidered. There is much in the suggestion no
ior the large increase in this class of loans

o the past few vears, which we pointed out in
ol in these columns a few months ago, has
fned during 1897, When a policy-holder is giv-
o the privilege of borrowing from his company a
part or all of the reserve value of his policy he is
caatle enabled to keep it in force during financial
trees by the application of the loaned value to the
Loment of the current premium, and from this
sandpoint the practice commends the wisdom of
wolicy loans.  This fact as suggested by our
srespondent, we believe, accounts in part for the
reased surrender ratio; but, as we stated in our
article first above referred to, the improved financial
ndition of the country, enabling the insured to more
casily pay premiums, is also to be taken into account
i« Lringing about the improvement noted.  Whether
¢ not the decrease in the lapse ratio in 1897 indicates

4 partial abandonment of high-pressure fictitions me-

thods in getting business is somewhat of a conundrum

m the mind of our correspondent.  So it is in ours,

Iile hoping that the decrease really means retorm.
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Melbourne, the chief city of Australia,

recently appointed a  Prevention  of
Fires Board which after holding four-

Fire Fighting
in Big Cities.

teen sittings, and examining one hundred witnesses,
has submitted a list of very important recommenda-
tions hased on the result of their investigation.

[t would appear that as in London, G. B, the facts
chieited at the meetings of the board seemed to show
that the fire brigade of Melbourne and their appli-

nees for fighting an extensive fire are wofully in-
The suggestions of the board of enquiry
are nnmerous, and embrace an increase of the perman-
ent <taff of the fire brigade; the purchase of more

rinl steam fire engines and a chemical fire en-
gine: a new system of fire alarms and telephones; the
restriction in height of buildings to ninety feet in width
ol <ixty-six feet in narrow streets; the tops of build-
g~ to he flat and covered with asphalt, grit and ce-
ment; stairs and lifts to be isolated and have iron
rewisting shutters at every landing; sprinklers, con-
nected with alarm bells, are to be universally used ;

I cmploves in warehouses to be drilled in the use

i tire appliances.

\ttention is also called to the water supply, and the

Javing of additjonal mains recommended, The report

ddequate,

l also criticizes the fire plugs in the streets as being

“inconveniently situated,” and recommends that turn-
cocks should be in closer communication with the
fire stations, so that the full force of vater may be
readily available. The board closed their opinion by
stating that the funds of the brigade should be very
largely increased.

Altogether, the recent revelations of the ‘insuf-
ficiency of the protection against extensive confla-
grations in London and Melbourne, and the pro-
mised investigation at Glasgow on account of the
recent great fire, is enough to startle insurance com-
panies, especially those who indulge in rate cutting to
an extent rendering loss almost unavoidable, even in
cities where the fire service is first class. Viewing
the result of the recent fire at Glasgow, some of the
newspapers of that city are hinting at a possible weak-
ness in its fire brigade and advocating the appoint-
ment of a court of enquiry.
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The liberty of a much-too-free press,
having been curtailed by an almost
total suppression of information regard-
ing the war, the newspapers of the United States are
now beginning to repent them of their rash and in-
considerate conduct in publishing every scrap of in-
formation obtainable as to the movements of ships
and soldiers.  Even the Commercial Bulletin is con-
strained to mildly protest against too much reticence
on the part of the Government, and asks, in the fol-
lowing article, for all information which “does not
directly give aid and comfort to the enemy:"—

“No one will question the right and the duty of the
Government to suppress all news regarding the future
movements of the fleet; and there are some cases
where the public interests require that a knowledge
of where the fleets were twenty-four hours before shall
Iso he withheld. But this certainly cannot = the cas
always, and in undertaking the prohibition of virtu-
ally all war news the Government is assuming a very
serious responsibility,

The public is not unreasomable in its demands; but
it does not expect to have its intense interest in these
great events treated with indiscriminate reticence, It
does not ask to know where the fleet is to be to-mor-
row; it does not ask where the fleet is now; it may ask
very properly where the fleet was yesterday.  The
Government could give information enough to clear
up this mystery without giving the Spanish Admiral
any vitally important information. The public is not
entitled to know and does not expect to know in detail
how the Government is going to carry on the war,
but it is entitled to know how the Government has
been carrying on the war. It is important to the Gov-
ernment to maintain the confidence of the people, and
if it shall appear by and by that an unnecessary de-
gree of secrecy has been maintained for the purpose of
concealing the blunders of a board of officers that is
trying to conduct the war in all its details fifteen hun-

Censorship of
the Press




