THIRTY--SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT

“I must preach the gospel to other cities also, for therefore came I
forth.”

What more inspiring thought can fill created minds than that we are
carrying on the work which the Son of God, in his visit to earth, hegan,
as he journeyed throughout his native land from town to village and from
village to city ! His was an aggressive policy. Success in one place or
limitation of his mighty works in another made no difference in this, that
he must preach. Forward, ever forward,” as with busy feet he hasted to
80 “over the cities of Judah” with a message from his Father to his fel
low-countrymen,

Your Board has in some measure felt the “ Woe unto us if we preach
not the gospel.” « Necessity laid upon us,” whether of our own will or
not, has enabled us, with some encouragement, to grapple with the diffi
culties incident to laying broad foundations for a superstructure whose
vast dimensions faith grasps for no distant day.

With no little pain and with a great deal of shame do we “stand
still” to consider the slowness of our pace and the weakness of our efforts
in overtaking the work lying around us in the home land, We acknow
ledge before God that “ we have been unprofitable servants,” and we wish
that we could honestly say, “we have done that which was our duty te
do.”  Affected sorrow and feigned regrets wou'd ill become us in an en

gement holding the destiny of immortal beings. In the very dust | .
us lie, as we consider how God has blessed the half-measures of our halt
ing faith and what might have been on record to-day, had there been
that safe boldness in venturing out more in a work for which all the
promises of God are pledged.

We are glad to report an increasing interest in Home Mission work
Neither in a day nor a year can we reach the high-water mark necessary
to flood this country with New Testament churches and gospel preaching.
But there can be no doubt that, to a much larger extent than at any
previous time in our history, the conviction is gaining ground that Home
Mission work is our first work, and that unless thought, purpose and
energy characterize this department, the general denominational work is
without a foundation, or to say the least, upon a flimsy one.

Your Board has endeavored to so conduct the year's work as to
inspire confidence for the future. Those who do not know the difficulties
of dealing with the divers interests and meting out, with an even hand,
the assistance at our disposal, may run across instances which may not
strike them fav orably on the points of economy and prudence, Yet your
Board expects, at the hands of all interested, the consideration which
should be given where there is, first, an honest desire to do right ; and
then, necessarily, in many cases, a groping after what is right so as to do it.
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