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government. We who come from the west know well that the clarion-toned and trnmpet-tongued member for Botbwell goes up and down th«
counties of Essex. Kent, Botbwell and Elgin saving : Look at the taU chim-neys that the national policy, the protective policy, has stimulated andbrought mto life. And yet. the hon. member for Botbwell cannot rise in
his place and show where the protective policy, in eighteen long years, ever
stimulated twenty-five factories in other lines of trades or industry in th.four western counties. We can point to twenty-flve new factories existinrm Canada m ti-e short space of three years in tobacco alone, and to the fact
that the greater portion of the benefits resulting from these industries goes
to the masses, to the farmers who produce the tobacco, to the laboring menwho earn their money by the sweat of their brow in the Canadian tobacco
faelds and the tobacco factories of Canada, and that the money goes into the
poclce^ts of the consumers of the common grades of tobacco. In the face of
this the hon, gentleman rises in his place and says that $l,050,0fX) was taken
out ot the poon-r people of Canada in taxes. Then, when asked to stat«why and bow. he said "because one-tenth of the tobacco consumed in Canada
IS made from Canadian leaf," while in point of fact, over 45 per cent, was
manufactured from it in January last. The hon. gentleman actually did not
knovv the ditference, although he spoke with all the assurance of a man who
could leak wisdom on the subject. Earlier in this debate, and earlier in the
night I gave the hon. member for Botbwell the figures xit the consumption
of Canadian tobacco in Canada from 18i36 down. I also gave him the per-
centage that Canai' an tobacco bore to the total consumption, and therefore
I netd not now weary the House by going into that any farther But Iwant to tell the hon. gentleman that the Empire Tobacco Company dis-
tributed $800,000 last year in wages to their workmen, that they spent
$lo0.000 in increasing their plant, to say nothing about the twenty-fom- other
factories. Does any hon- gentleman think that these gentlemen, tobacco
experts, would invest such large sums of money in the industries for the
manufacture of Canadian tobacco were they not thoroughly satisfied that it
was a product that would strike the palate of the Canadim consumer, and
that It was equal in texture, aroma, fiavor and general character to the
foreign article Now, the crop of 1898 was put on the market in 1899 'l have
already referred to the fact that the growers lacked the facilities for curing
it, but they went to work in 1898 and got the facilities, and the result is that
the tobacco crop grown last year is only being purchased now, and will not
go to the consumer until next year. When it does go to the consumer it will
be found that the crop is 50 per cent, finer than that grown in 1898. .Is has
been stated by Mr. Gregory, these men have come to a point in Canada that
It took the United States years and years to re.,ch. Some hon. gentlemen
may ask in view of the fact that under the excise regulations which impose*
twenty five cents per pound excise on foreign leaf and five cents per pound
excise on Canadian leaf, giving a protection of twenty cents a pound upoa
the home grown article, or an advantage of twenty cents per pound, under
the resrime of the hon. (rpntlpr»en nnnncito v.^..» :* --_- ^1.-1. r^ >.

tabacco only amounted to a little over 5 per cent, of the total consumption
Hon. gentlemen opposite sat on the treasury benches for eighteen lonj?


