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more than single in.lunduals or cv.n i>airs. nor is onr only ot

each sta^re suthrienl. Anv sm-le ui.livi.lual nia\- l-c and iisuallv

is abnormal in some ,)artirular. It is only l.y a syrus ot srveral

that the average can be establishcl. I-rcaks. albinos, nulanos

and other abnormal occurrences are ot little v'eneral scuntitic

interest, the normal is a much more <lesirable suliject ot study.

In <'atherin<4 up intormation of specitic occurrences tlie

local taxidermist is a man to cnltivate, not onh' to secure s],eci-

mens but to learn and see what j.asses through his hands. It

is well also to kee]. in touch with the shootin- an<l sportm-

fraternilv, for thev often obtain material ot v;reat interest.

The desiral)le form in whicli lo keep su(di collections is

undoubtedlv as drv skins an-l n> stnffcd and mounted speci-

mens The taste for the latter is waning' for one thin.-r. and tliev

are otherwise too bulkx- to liouse an<l kee]. in anv number. As

the obiect is the in<letmite preservation, th.- skm is mur h to I e

preferred, for the action of dust an<l li;.dn. lo sav nothin- ot

insect ravages ui.on mounted specimens, is lu-ldv .lestructive

and their hfe is Hmited. Bcsiiies this, a mounted sj.ccimcn is

not available for tlie handlin- necessary tor dose examination.

One hesitates to maltreat a mcelv mounted bird to -el at hid-ien

characters, that a-e easilv seen w iiroiu-rlv ma.le skms.

\ wor ' here mav be included as to the much vexed (pieslion

of sul)specics and liow far it is desirable to ••eco-nize and stu<ly

them Oriumallv.when the conception ruled that livin;.' lorms

were the result of si.ecial creation, a s].ecies was .onsidered a

fixed .luantilv, whose limits couhl be dctimtelv ,
laced.

1
he

acceptance of the evolulionarv theorx- of the -nnvth ot s' e.ies

from others ,>re-exislin- necessitated a Lvarran'^'.^ment ot our

ideas and it was found that wliat were reiiar.led as ,)ermanent

tvpes were more or less unstable and that -^.„.,.rapdiic variations

occurred extremes of which when compare.l without < onsidennK

intermediate sta^c^, exliibited diHerencs ot almost specitic

value As all stat,'es of dilTercntiation between these extremes

were lo be found, it became evident tliat thev must be re-ardcd

as evolutionarv departures from the stuMtic ivpe and be m ta.'t,

"srecies in the makim;," before theronnectini^ scpience between

them an<l the parent stock has been disrupted or broken down

to form isolated sin'cies.

Our modern s\stem of nomenclature L-ivcs each s])ecies a

binomial name, on<' term rei.resentin..^ the -enus to which it

belomrs and the ..ther the s,,ecics. As it scmcd desirable o

applv definite co-nomens to ijeouraphi a1 variants from the

tv,)ical form in order to facilitate referrin- to them, "e,ive them

a handU as It were, a third name was added, makim' our system
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