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Jn tlie second diaptt-r of Uencsi,, verse 10, wo read: '• And a river went out of

the place of pleasure to water Paradise, which from thence is divided inU. tear

h,.ad>'-- uhi.h nu-.m< tlml the rivur wltii its tril.utarics llowed towards tli. raidinal

points, or east, west, north and south. Here we liave the cross. From the time of

\dam who lived one hundred and thirty years, the tradition ot the locality of

paradise and its four rivers, crossing at right angles, would remain in the memory

of his scattered descendants. From them it would be transmitted to their success-

ors, who. forgetting the pufiarclial religion of .\dam and inventing new forms o

worship, would yet retain the traditions of .Vdaini.- days though in a mutilated and

fragmentary form.
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Tiiev associated the rivers with fertility and abundance, and. as they now la.l

••fashion'ed gods unto themselves." they .pute naturally gave to the god of fertility

and of water the svmhol of the four rivers of paradise. In the tweli; chapter of

Exodu. w.. read: "And take the blood (of the lamb) and mark the upper door

posts of the hoiwes and the lintels." This instruction is given as a .oinman.l to

Mo=<>s hv an Angel with the voice and in the Name of God. and by Moses delivered

to the Chosen People the night before the Angel of Death strikes the first-l^orn -in

the land of Ivnpt both of man and beast." St. .Teronie in bis dissertation on the

Ortli Psilm contend, that the mark of bb.od on the door p'-ts of the enslave,!

children of Israel took the form of a cross. thusT, the Hebrew Tan and he is

probably risht. for as the lamb symbolised our Saviour-the Lamb of (,od-and the

hlood. His blood, it was fittin- that the cross on which He was to be cru.ifierl should

appear and establish the svmbolie unity of the Triune God.*
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Onee more, and for the last time before the real cross, the Cross of Jesus ( hnst.

i. raided aloft for the Redemption of the human race, the symbol of the cross con-

fn.nt^ n. in TIolv Writ. It is worthy of remark that in this instance, a^ in the case

of the redeemed' Israelites, tlu' cro.^ is intimatelv a-ndated with blood ai- mercy.

This is what we read in the ninth Chapter of Ezekiel. fourth verse: G. brough

th,. niid^t of the Citv ((iod i> coniinandin- lli> An-el) throui^h the ,idst of

.rernsiilem nn,l mark Tau-T - upon tiie fnrebend- of tb.' men that ^iizh and

,M<,;ini." i'.v the mark of tlie cros> on their foreheads the d.'strovmg Angels knew

those who -hoiihl be -|i;ired ami ]ia-sed them with a benediction.

Tin: Cnns= of T^:oTT^^^\^\^-.

Twenty-=even miles south-east from the City of Mexico, on the way to the sea.

are the ruins of an ancient Toltec city covering an area of about two miles. ^ ery

Our Saviour was oruriHed on a TauT-Cross. The small hoartpiere t)earinK the

insorlp ion •' Je us of Nazareth. Kin^ of the .Tews." was nailed
[l^'^'.^'^'^ZTl^Te

of the Tau. thus formin-j what is now called the Latin Cross, thusf. Death h..^ the

crosswas common amouK the Syrians. Egyptians. Persians. Greeks. Romans and Jews.

Pharaoh's chief baker was beheaded and his
^'^''yJ^T'l\'^.^^.ZT l^r^e Jews

Hamar prepared a ereat cross on which to hang Mordecai (Esth. vH: i'''- The Jews

"o not admn that they crucified living men. They contend that they first P^t them to

d^?h and then fastened them to the cross .y the neck or the hands^ But though

S'a?e many examples of men thus huns op the cross after death, there are Indis-

nutaWe proofs of living crucifixions in their history. The worshippers of Baal-Peor

'^Numb XXV 4) and the King of Ai (Josh, vii: 221 were hung on the "Of/»ve^
Alexander Tannaeus. King and High Priest of Jerusalem sevcy V^^"-^ '"^f'^/. h"

Christian Era crucified eight hundred of his rebellious subjects at a ^rea entertain-

ment or.a.l'ed for his friends. The seven sons of ^^^^^ ^^^^tZ 7o''^Z\Z^)
alive by the Gidconitcs. and this was done by permission of King David (2 Sam. xx^ 9K

Thrthree hundred citizens of Tyre crucified on the seashore by order of Alexander

^hVorea were nailed to the "Cross Ansata or Phallold.'- The MacedorUan general

ordered the crucitixior, hv the Plia!:uia to show his cu.ilemi>! for a prop.e T^hn were

Riven to phallic worship.


