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It was at this time that the old feudal fealty showed
Itself in Virginia, being given an opportunity of expres-
sion in favor of the Crown of which Virginia was a fief
It was at this time that Sir William Berkeley was gov-
ernor of Virginia, one of those few knightly souls of old
Europe who came to America and whose renown is
worthy to live forever in the pages of chivalry. "He
belonged to an ancient English family; believed in mon-
archy as a devotee believes in his saint, and brought to
the little capital at Jamestown all the graces, amenities
and well-bred ways which at that time were articles of
faith with the cavaliers. He was certainly a cavalier of
cavaliers, taking that word to signify an adherent ofmonarchy and the Established Church. For these, this
smiling gentleman was going to fight like a tiger or a
ruttian. The glove was of velvet but under it was the
iron hand which would fall inexorably alike on the New
England Puritans and the followers of Bacon"—Cook's
Htst. of Vtrgtma" p. 182.

And he was right in his severity, for force only can
keep fraud at bay 1

To write the life of Berkeley could be done better
in verse than in prose. He was a hero—a "Rokeby"—
the only hero in all the history of the thirteen English
coloiiies of North America whose personality is sur-
rounded by the halo of romance. His mind was exalted,
keen and active. He wrote a "Discourse and View of
Vtrgtnia'' and his drama "The Lost Lady" was actedm London and made an impression for its merit and
character on Pepys. He was an able administrator and
looked after the prosperity of the colony in material
things. He set an example to planters in the manner in
which he cultivated his estate of "Greenspring" ten
miles from Jamestown, where he raised 1500 apple trees
besides apricots, peaches, pears, quinces and "mellicot-
tons. The colony under his administration advanced
to a population of 40,000. In his hospitality he was
unbounded. The noble generosity of his soul caused
him to stand with knightly valor by those who had
pledged themselves in the same cause, through the cal-

"«5u^® ^^ misfortune and the dangers of civil strife.
When afterwards, in the stormy times, the poor cavaliers


