ai 're more than a Success. However bearing in mind
at a new mternatmnal economic order can only take
hape gradually, the 11th Spec1al Session cannot be as-
ed only on the basis of results achieved during the
meetmgs but on its contribution to the long term pro-
ess. In that context, the session helped clear the air on
‘ome 1mportant 1ssues.

~The pomts of contentlbon during the discussions on
: the global negotiations and the international develop- -
“‘ment strategy were qulte different; so were the meth- -

‘ods of negotiating. We will pass them in review, con-
sider the _role of the . partrcrpants and draw some
conclusmns
Over the years, the North-South dialogue has been
“conducted in a large number-of places but the main fo-

- cus has been the United Nations in New York. A par- .

ticular system of procedures has developed there which
“is different from that used, for instance, at the United
- “Nations in Geneva or at financial institutions such as

- the World Bank. In addition; most if not all debates at
- the UN in New York are extremely politicized and, for
- instance, it is difficult to have discussions on economic
T subjects on the basis of economic arguments: generally

_ the polltlcal aspects take precedence.
- To avoid these constraints and in a search for more

y fﬁ(nent ways of proceedmg, dlfferent formulas have '

Recently appomted Canadzan ambassador to Saudi
Arabia, Mr. Roy was Canadian spokesmanin -
‘negotiations for the International Development Strategy
and at the UN Speczal Session. " :
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been attempted e. g the Conference on Internatm

Economie Co- -operation in Paris, the ‘Manley’ Sum;
in Jamaica. The departures from the traditional way

‘doing thmgs are resented by most of the- developl
" countries because (a) few are invited to take part a

«(b) they cannot maintain the pohtlcal pressure appls
in New York; Asa result, the New York UN forumy
mains the favourlte one for. the great majonty of
developmg countrles R

This preference for the New York UN forum b
came the main issue in the discussions for the laun |

- ing of the global negotlatlons From the outset,

Group of 77 (underdeveloped countries) focussed 1ts
tention on the procedures for the negotiations and tri

“to ensure that the New York UN foruri would haves
" all-embracing role allowing it to indicate to spec1al
‘institutions such as the World Bank, what results we

expected from them. Most Western countries were pr
pared to give a wide mandate to the UNiin New Yor
one that would enable it to hiave supervisory respons
bilities on the whole negotiating process but .woul
nevertheless preserve the mandates of the specializ
institutions. This was not enough to meet the requi

ments of the developing countries and the gap betwe
the two positions appeared unbridgeable. Neverth
less, compromises were made on both sides and at vai
ous points towards the end of the session, agreemen
seemed within reach. But-every time this was so o
side or the other wanted to clarify the meaning of th
words in the procedural paper or the interpretation

its key paragraphs and this created new difficultie
The Special Session was extended twice in the hop

_that agreement would be reached. When it becan

clear that no language could adequately cover the co
cerns of some countries and there was not enough tim
before the beginning of the General Assembly to mak
further progress, the failure of the Sess1on was admi
ted.

These difficulties with procedures reflect the com
plexity of the issues dealt with in‘the North-South di
logue. In a period of widespread economic stagnatio
some Western countries are very ¢oncerned about

- rapid changes in a number of institutions, especial




