
Community radio gets no respect
donations this year, CKUT may have 
trouble moving unless they can get 
their rent waived this year.

Outside of student fees, listener 
donations and a tiny supply of adver
tising, community stations have al
most no avenues for funding. They 
are not eligible for most of the gov
ernment and foundation grants other 
community organizations receive.

Gelineau says the NCRA wants 
the CRTC to grant charitable status to 
community stations. “We asked if 
they could recognize the charitable 
nature of the business we’re involved 
with, but they say they’ll have to 
spend more time looking at that.”

This typifies the love-hate rela
tionship that exists between commu
nity stations and the CRTC.

On one hand, the CRTC is the 
branch of government which regu
lates the music stations play, tells 
them what words they can’t say or 
the air, forces them to live up to 
promises of performance and gener
ally creates a labyrinth of bewildering 
bureaucracy.

On the other hand, it was the CRTC 
that created campus FM radio in the 
first place, as a grassroots media op
posed to the patterns of commercial 
radio. In its rulings and policies, the 
CRTC has consistently fought to keep 
the stations independent and distinc
tive.

In 1990, the University of Windsor 
student government fired the entire 
staff of CJAM radio. “They [the 
council] didn’t understand the busi
ness of radio and they looked at the 
whole thing in a vacuum,” Gelineau 
says.

And in 1989, the University of 
British Columbia Student Society 
took over CITR FM and turned it into 
a “Bruce Springsteen and sports sta
tion.”

FACULTY AND STUDENTS
‘We [community stations] are very 

different from commercial stations, 
and we need protection from student 
governments who don’t realize this," 
Gelineau adds.

HOST A JAPANESE UNIVERSITY STUDENT 
FOR A WEEKEND

Japanese university students participating in a month-long summer 
language program at York University's English Language Institute are 
placed with a homestay family for one weekend. Homestay begins
Friday August 14 and continues through Sunday August 16. If you
would like to open your home to one or two of these students please 
call the English Language Institute at 736-5353.

Stuck in the basement
Gelineau should know. She is also 
station manager of CKUT FM at 
McGill, which is currently facing a 
threat of its own: the McGill student 
union wants to charge the station more 
than $16,000 per year rent for their 
offices in the basement of the student
union building.

Student union representatives say 
they want to pay off their debts by 
collecting revenues from the inde
pendent student groups using their 
building (aside from CKUT, a legal 
aid clinic and a student newspaper 
will be charged similar rents. An
other student paper, owned by the 
student union, will be exempt from 
rent).

This year the CRTC promises to 
update its policies for campus and 
community radio — policies which 
were created in the 1970s, when ev
eryone thought campus stations wou Id 
be staffed mainly by students.

The changes will create a whole 
new category for CRTC regulation
— the “campus/community” station
— which is legally required “to pro
vide alternative programming such 
as music not generally heard on com
mercial stations or the CBC..., in- 
depth spoken word programming, and 
programming addressed to special
ized groups within the community.”

This will give stations like CKLN 
a weapon to use against mainstream- 
minded student politicians. It won’t 
keep them from cutting off the funds, 
though.

The only thing which will do that, 
Marva Jackson says, is government 
funding of community radio.

“We provide a service in the com
munity that cannot be replaced, so I 
think it’s about time the government 
stepped in and helped campus and 
community radio.”

Gelineau acknowledges that this 
isn’t as threatening as the crises faced 
at Ryerson or New Brunswick, but 
she says it shows a similar disrespect 
for community radio.

“I don’t think they have a problem 
with our programming. But they’re 
labelling us an autonomous student 
group and looking at the autonomous 
part instead of the student part. We 
are a radio station that is a part of 
McGill as much as any other part."

CKUT plans to move into another 
building as soon as they can save 
enough money and negotiate a lease, 
Gelineau says. Aside from the high 
rent and the inconvenient location.
the station is also limited because the 
building isn’t open 24 hours a day.

But Gelineau says CKUT may be 
stuck in the basement for longer than 
they’d like because of the lack of 
funding sources available. Although 
the station has a tuition levy and col- 

I lected a healthy $58,577 in listener

There are hundreds 
of questions on the 
GMAT, GRE and LSAT.
This checklist will help 
you answer all of them.

Kaplan makes test prep convenient.
Witn 150 centers and thousands of class schedules, 
the odds are we'll be ready to teach when and 
where you need us to be there.

Kaplan helps you manage your time.
Diagnostic tests and personalized counseling help 
you recognize stumbling blocks early on, before 
they hurt your performance.

Kaplan offers the best value.
Our courses are competitively priced and offer the 
complete preparation that has helped more students get 
into the school of their choice than anyone else.

Kaplan is the industry leader.
53 years of experience and 2 million graduates 
prove we’ve got the expertise and resources it 
takes to help students succeed.
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CALL COLLECT
(416) 967-4733

Kaplan Test Prep gf The Answer
© 1992 Stanley H. Kaplan Educational Center Ltd.

YORK STUDENTS
ARE YOU INTERESTED IN MEETING 
JAPANESE UNIVERSITY STUDENTS?

If you would like to make new friends and find out about Japanese 
culture at the same time, why not get to know some of the 40 
Meiji University students who will be studying English at the
York English Language Institute from July 31 - August 27, 1992.

COME AND MEET THEM AT......

* BAR B Q’s

* evening baseball games

* social events

For information contact the English Language Institute 
at 736-5353 or come to Winters College Suite 287.

Come see our booth at: The Colonade, Student Centre 
Monday March 23 - Thursday March 26, 1992 - 11 am - 2 pm.
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