CYSF-OFS dispute may avoid
courts with October referendum

by Daniel Wolgelerenter

he contentious issue of
I York's standing in the
Ontario Federation of Stu-

dents (OFS) may be resolved in a
referendum next October, accord-
ing to CYSF president Peter
Donato.

Representatives of the two sides
met at York November 3 to dis-
cuss their differences. The CYSF,
under the 1987-88 president,
Drew McCreadie, pulled York out
of the OFS in March 1988 after he
said it was not living up to its
$30,000 yearly membership fee.

The OFS still considers York to
be a part of the organization, say-
ing that under the OFS by-laws, a
referendum is required to pull out.
In addition, it claims the CYSF
owes $60,000 in membership fees
for this year and last year.

Both sides have expressed a
desire to avoid legal action.
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when you can work it out,” Donato
said, referring to the proposed
referendum. “We can either say
get out of town or we can try to
work things out.”

Past CYSF president Tammy
Hasselfeldt's council set aside
$10,000in the 1988-89 school year
for a possible legal fight with the
OFS, and Donato's council has
budgeted the same. She said there
is no reason to hold a referendum
on the issue since the CYSF has a
special arrangement with the
OFS.

In 1986, York students voted in a
referendum to continue York's
affiliation with the OFS. York was
one of the founding OFS
members.

Last year, the CYSF paid the
OFS $30,000 in outstanding fees
for McCreadie's year but did not
pay for last year, according to
Hasselfeldt.

“We had nothing to do with
them last year. We didn't accept
mail or anything,” Hasse

whole outlook on life became dim, to say the least, and the things |
enjoyed doing before had become one great big hassle.

Learning to Help Yourself

How do you Jearn to help yourself? There is no need to tell you that
this will be one of, if not the most, difficuit tasks you will ever under-
take. My strongest suggestion is to take some time out to understand
what you are going through. Realize just how common depression is
among students and how exhausting it can be. Most importantly, relax

and seek help.

Whether the help you seek is from a friend, parent or counsellor
shouldn't matter. What's important is that you feel comfortable with
whom you are speaking. If friends or family don’t make you feel at
ease then try to a hospital social worker or, perhaps, the reverend at
your nearby church. Whatever you do, MAKE SOMEONE ELSE
AWARE of the vicious cycle you're caught up in.

Closing Remarks

Lastly, be concerned but not worried about your feelings. You may be
trying your hardest to fight this feeling of depression but still losing
ground. It's allright — it's O.K. This effect is very common among stu-
dents, Remember to talk it out and getting worried or upset will only

cause stress - not very heaithy!

To this day, depression still haunts me. Entering York as a mature
student has been an enormous step for me already with its ups and
downs, However, I've noticed York has a mature student advisor
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said. “There’s nothing we should
pay for."

Donato said this year's fees
have also not been paid.

Donato said the arrangement
York has is unique, in that the
money students pay for the OFS
comes from the CYSF which does
not get its money by direct levy
from students but indirectly
through the administration. In the
past, the CYSF paid membership
fees to the OFS, while at other uni-
versities, students fund the OFS
through a direct levy.

Students would be asked in a
referendum whether they would
pay an extra $3 for the OFS on top
of the $46 that goes to the CYSF,
‘Donato said.

Donato added that the OFS “is
in a bit of a' mess right now,” and
that “there are a lot of problems in
the organization.

“The rumour mill is not very
good for the OFS,” he said, adding

‘that he suspects other schools are

considering pulling out. A key
point of contention is the OFS's
policy of zero tuition” which calls
for the abolition of tuition fees and
total government subsidization of
education.

This has created problems, he
said, because some student
councils have come out in favour
of the Blueprint for Action, a
proposal originated at Queen's
University that recommends in-
cremental tuition and government
subsidy increases.

The four student councils that
support the Blueprint are Queen's,
Waterloo, Western and McMaster,
Donato said. He said despite com-
ing out against it in principle, his
council now is “on the fence” with
regard to the Blueprint.

“I'm personally in favour of the
Blueprint and so are some
members of council,” Donato
said. “We're for action.”

A second meeting between the
CYSF and the OFS will take place
November 29, and an OFS plenary
will take place in January. Donato
said that after the plenary, the
CYSF will take a stand near the
end of the year on whether to sup-
port the OFS or not.

“I want to get a sense of where
the [OFS] is going,” he said.Des-
pite the ongoing dispute, Donato
said that he is not against the prin-
ciple of the OFS.

"We agree with the idea of the
OFS but right now | don't think it's
worth the money,” Donato said. “It
would be great if York could help
the OFS out of its troubles.”

OFS officials were unavailable
for comment.
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meeting
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A GOLDEN FANTASY

Whether your gold is in fantasy
or your fantasy is in gold

your jewellery dreams we will mold.

Diamonds, rubies, sapphires, jade,

whatever your taste it can be made.

A broach, a bracelet or diamond engagement ring,

we can design on request almost anv!hmg

School rings, flowers, masks 'n mystical things,

these are the dreams Gold'n Fantasies brings.

Repairs, appraisals, rmnodellmg or cleaning,

our service guarantees to give your jewellery new meaning.
Weddings, anniversaries, birthdays, graduation,

we'll help you design a happy occasion.

When looking for quality at a price that's fair

come to Gold’n Fantasies

for jewellery you'll be proud to wear.

Gold'n Fantasies
Fine gold and silver jewellery

York University, Ross Building, Central Square

Phone: (416) 665-7747

Business hours: 10 am - 6 pm, Monday to Friday

Challenge yourself and enjoy exciting activities as
a Naval Reserve officer.

Help pay for your studies or gain work experience.
Travel with us and make new friends.

Call us now!

HMCS York

659 Lakeshore Blvd. West
Toronto, Ontario

M5V 1A7  973-9803
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STUDENT, GO HOME
CHEAP BECAUSE:

FOOD IN TME PR\DGE AT

| MOME I3 YOUMGER TWAN ) At l)

Michael Gaylord of Waterloo sent us his good reason
for going home (Cheap!) — and we sent him a voucher for
a free return trip anywhere on our system. If you have a
good reason - send it to us with your name, address and
phone number. If we publish it — we’ll send you a voucher
just like Michael’s. Mail to: Gray Coach Student Contest,
180 Dundas Street West, Toronto, Ontario M5G 1Z8.

Gray Coach

A reclining seat. Air conditioning. A washroom. And
somebody else to drive.

-__-________________________-_.I

More Info? Phone 393-7911
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