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I CORRIDOR COMMENT I
Ottawa, April 8th.T HERE are maniy_înteresting groups amongthe two hundred-odd men from, ail parts of

the Dominion who compose the membership
of the Canadian House of Commons. Each

group seems, to have an indivijuality of its own.
Soenefies the units seem to be aimost grotesquely
mated. For'instance, the re was long, lanky, western

Glen ,Campbell,, and
1ýý short, rotund, easfernf

Tom Wallace, an in-
separabie pair -in the
Iast Parliament, the
Mutt and Jeif of the
corridors and caucus
rooms. Aniother pair
of Siamese twins con-
stituted the Commons'
own and only orches-
tra, moutb organ, tin
whistle, bones and
what-not - always the
same tune with infinite
varieties-the one a
Toronto Orangemran,
the other a Halifax
Roman Catholic.

Over on the then
Government side,
where there isn't nearly
so much opportunity
for the display of indi-
viduality, even in,

A. B. McOOIG, M~.?., groups, there was an
West Kent. Ontario trinity who

overcame aIl party bounds in establishing ifs uni-
versai popuiarity. Visitors had f0 examine the seat-
izig plan of the Pariiamentary Guide toý determine
the actual designation and home habitation of the
three. Most parli&mentarians were individually
known as Mr. So-and-so, or the Miember for Blank.
Btf when anybody falked of "Tom" everybody
thought of Mr. T. A. Low,' of South Renfrew;
when "Archie" was mentioned ahl eyes were directed
to Mr. A. B. McCoig, of West Kent, and when re-
ference was made to "Johnnie Angus" no one needed
to be toid that Mr. J. A. McMý,illan was in question.
A. genial political opponent, on one notewortby
Dceasion, described the frinify as the "Tom, jack
and Archie" of the Canadian Gommons. And no
Dne on either side objected f0, the indicated general
representation of thle mecmbership by them. That
their personal popularity extended beyond the con-
fnes of the chamber was evidenced by the fact

that when the big Conservative landslide was
sweeping over Ontario iast September if avoided
engulfing Tom, jack and Archie in the, debris.
They aIl came back.

Witbin the trinity Archie was recognized as the
unit who, put the midsummer sunshine effect in
the composite picture. If, once in a while, fleecy
clouds cast a temporary shadow on the scene, the
House took it for granfed that the temperamenfal
individuality of Irish Tom was unduly exercising
itself. If a storm Cloud appeared on the horizon
no one doubted that the militant Highland blood
of Johnnie, Angus was asserting ifs presence. But
when the sun shboe and the sky was clear one
could depeénd upon if that Archie was arou 'nd.

And Archie was a 'good man f0 have around.
He radiated good nature. He had a winning way.
The whole House, liked him for many reasons.
He neyer bored the members wifh long and fedious
speeches. When he had anytbing to, say he said
if and sat down. He was a hard worker on comn-
mittees, where fhere is much drudgery and littie
glory going, and he was always Willing f0 fake bis
full share of the litfle inconveniences which attend
'the perennial atfempf f0 "bouse" five members in
rooms designed for four. And aIl the f ime the
sun confinued shining.

Archie McCoig hasn't lîved very many years, but
he has crowded a lot info them. For years he served
as an alderman in the council of bis native City of
Chatham, at the -fime of bis enfrance probably the
youngest man ever chosen f0 the posf. Moreover,
he invariably headed the poli. He acquired that
habit eariy and bas kept if up ever since. When
the Liberals of West Kent gof ouf their lanferns
and sfarfed f0 search for a man who could cope
with the astute, abie and experienced James Clancy
in the legisiative campaign of 1905, the oniy one
whomn they could locate was Archie McCoig, and
he turned the trick. Meantime the federal seat was
beld by the Conservafives and Archie was again
requisifioned when Dominion poiling day came
round. As a consequence he fransferred -bis re-
presentation from Toronto f0 Ottawa, and joined
t he trinity. He combines witb constant genialify
an uinusual amouint of polifical bagacitv. Archie
knows mun. And apparentiy the men of West
Kent know Archie. If has been whispered more
thian once that fate turned him a cruel trick on
September 21sf last. H-ad the former governmnent
been susfained there seems little doubt thaf Mr.
McCoig.wouId bave heen selected f0 preside .over
one of the important Parliamentary committees.
But Archie is young. And youth can bustle while

it waits. That Archie will live up to this maxim is
flot for a moment to be doubted.

G OVERNMENT members are getting much
' sound,' if strenuous, training in the art of

"sizing np" .human nature and ifs versatility these
busy days of job-hunting, and many, indeed, are the
tales fold of the weird and original methods a 'd'opted
by applicants to gain the coveted goal. It is related
of Mr.ý W. F. Nicklç, the young Conservativ 'e who
captured the former Liberal rîding of Kingston,
that on the mornirig after the election he en-
countered a stalwartwho, saw hlm first.

"Me and my two sons voted for you," the man'
volunteered.

The member-elect, beamed his acknowledgments
and then put tbemn into words, good, heartsome
words,, tôo. But the voter tarried.

"f want'to be appointed guard at the pen."
"But how old are you? The age limit is forty."
No trouble there. "I arn thirty-six," was the

prompt, unblinking response.
The memnber smiled. "Married mighty young,

then, weren't you ?" he observed. "How old are
those two vofing sons ?"

TrH£ curtain bas fallen. The first act of the
l'new Conservative administration is at an end.

Its initial Parliament has prorogued. And every-
body seems satisfied. Moreover, you have their
W'ord for it. Ask any good Tory as he smilingly
lugged his baggage along the, corridor and he would
assure you that everything was lovely, the Govern-
ment had made good and the Opposition had failed
absolutely to make a puncture in Its armour. Then
step around to another corridor and locate an
equally good Grit diligentiy packing his grip. Give
him a chance and be'd tell you that fhîngs neyer
looked better, that the Governmenf *as demoralized
and already broken, and that the Opposition had,
established itself in public confidence. You "pays
your money and takes your choice." Politics is a
grand old game in whicb the very players are fre-
quently at sea. Isn'f it wonderful how mucb dif-
ference if makeés to the outlook wbether you wear
the blue or the red goggles? For, after ail, they
are goggles, as Ottawa wears them, and as Ottawa
interprets the battledore and shuttlecock wbich gues
on upon "the hill." So the curtain fell, witb the
Senafe in the stelîar role 'of the finale, Not for
many years bas the upper house occupied a part
other than mildly picturesque. The' young Com-
mioner, trained to regard it-as a pleasantly innocuous
sort of body to, whi 'ch, if he were good, he might
maybe somne day attain, suddenly regarded if with
awe. It was really alive, after ail, and it really
could bite when so disposed. The Senate camne into
its own and ail but upset 'the apple-cart of those
elaborate and gaudy ceremoniai preparations.

H. W.A.
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