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creased number of patrol men for shorter
periods of one to tbree months.

The chief sources of tire risk in British
Columbia are: settiers clearing land; rail-
ways; iogging operations; and miscel-
laneous travellers in the words,

The law reqiiring ail the settiers to
secure perniits from employees of the
Forest Brandi before setting out fires be-
tween May lst and October Tht bas become
part of the eustom of the country, and
has produced such excellent resuits tbat
the Forest Branch is securing the co-oper-
ation of the settiers of practically ail the
districts. The increase in tbe nuinier of
fire-wardens this year has also greatly
facîlitated matters in this respect.

A great source of tire risk duriiig British
Coluinbia's present stage of deveiopment is
the construction of railways; tbe Forest
Branch is assulning that the expense, fol-
lowing upon the adoption of regulations
framed to reduee the fire risk, is just as
legitimato a part of the expense of rail-
way construction as the expense incurred
in clearing or grading the rigbt-of-wsy.
The Forest Act and the iRailway Act of
British Columbia were drawn up ou the
above assuxnption. The most important
regulations under the two Acts quoted
require:

A. That raiiway conipanies in construc-
tion work must dlean up ail slash within
200 feet of the raiiway.

B. That railway companies in construc-
tion work must dlean up all elash caused
by the cutting of timber; the building of
camps; the construction of 'tote' roads;
or in any other manner

C. That during construction the raiiway
eompauy must maintain a patrol satisfac-
tory to the Forest Brandi and muet pay
ail expenses of that patrol or of exting-
uishing any fires starting from the con-
struction work.

The Forest Brancb hais endeavored to
secure compliance with the above regula-
tions from cpntractors tbroughout the
Province. As a resuit, contractors on tbe
Grand Trunk Pacifie, Canadian Nortbern
Pacifie and Canadian Pacific Raiiway lines
have piied or bnrned brnsh on the areas
logged over by tbem ini securing ties and
other timbers; and bave cieaned up in a
satisfactory manner ail the slasb tbrown
off the rigbt-of-way into tbe tumber ad-
joining roads and railway right-of-way.
Where contractors have been unwiiling or
inclined to refuse to carry on tbis work,
they have finaily agreed, when faced with
actions in the courts or with canceiation
of their various timber privileges. As
raiiway contracture have neyer met witb
the enforcing of sncb regulations eisewbere
in'Caiiada it is flot to be wondered ait that
soins of theni rebel.

The Forest Act provides the Forest Pro-
tection Fiund for both tire patrol and per-

manent improvements. During the
winter and sprîng officers of the F
Braneb, assisted by two telephone ex
bave been locatiug telephone lines;
construction of' several lines have
undertaken cbiefiy in tbe Cranbrooki
Vernon Districts. In several instî
the expense le being cbarged betweer
Forest Branci and the owiners of ti:
lande or companies interesteil ln w
shed protection. The municipalitie
Armstrotng and Vernon bave made gW
to assist in tbe construction of a telep
lîne to a 'look-out' point wbicb
nîands a view of the water-shed
wbicll tbese two towns depend fori
water euppiy. A similar co-operativ'
rangement is under consideration at
sent between tbe Forest Brancb and(
Irrigation Companiies and the towni
Kelowna and Penticton.
.Tbe Forest Branci bas also under

sideration at i)resent the. opening up
improVing of trails whicb will laci
fire protection. Motor boats bave
bult for tire patrol on Arrow Lake
Kootenay Lake. Canoce are being
cbaeed for patrol on the Fraser, Coin'
and Tbompson rivere and ten motor L
have been secured for tire and timbe,
spection on the Coast.

The Forest Branch bas taken up
tbe lunibernien of the Province tbeC
tion of siasi burning. It bas been fi
by experinient that siasli buruing
logging operations in the different foi
of tbe Province le practicabie; coste
littie money; and greatiy increases
protection. Arrangemients bave beeni il
with a num ber of tbe most promil
iogging companies in British Coiuxnbi
bave their logging siasb burned over
epring, and sncb burning as bas becll
ried on up to date bas proveii veryý S
factory and bas greatly decreased the
danger., Figures on the cost of slasb b
ing are being collecte<l and a stateri
will be issued this fail deaiing witb
subject. It is found tbat raiiwa.y
tractors wbo burned tipir siasi after
cutting operations this eprîng did 5<(
very littie expense Ond removed aniy
,lons tire bazarde.

A eo-operative agreemient bas been Il
witb tbe Dominion Entomologiet pro~
ing for an investigation of tbe econom'
foreet inseets of British Columbia.
investigation will bie carried on thie
mer by Mr. J. M. Swaiue.

The question of an efficient staff ist
baps, the most vital problem, that bas ti
bandled at the present tizne-a Fsta.ff
understande its business and ie prepare'
attend to it.-R. H. Campbell DireetOi
Forestry for Canada, at the Anniual l M
of the Commisgion of Coniservation&.


