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tional department of Ontario set aside the first Friday
in May as a tree and flower planting day. In 1896 the
plan was officially adopted in Spain. In 1905 Hawaii
fell into line, and at the present time Arbor Day is ob-
served in all the dependencies of the United States, and
in Great Britain, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, the
West Indies, South Africa, China, France, Russia, Norway
and Japan. ;

L. C. Everard in his circular on Arbor Day, 1ssued by
the United States Department of Agriculture, strikes
the keynote of the observance of the day when he says:

“The yearly planting of trees, accompanied by
appropriate exercises, serves to keep the people
continually reminded of the value and necessity of
the work of the foresters; and they have such a
far-reaching effect on the community spirit and
through that on economic and sdcial betterment
that no community can afford to neglect Arbor Day.

“A clean and beautiful town is a source of
pride to its citizens and constant incentive to them
to go on and do better. A slovenly town is apt
to mean slovenly inhabitants. The celebration of
Arbor Day may very well be the turning point
in the attitude of a community toward its civie
duties and by consequence toward its social life
and its manner of conducting business. Nothing so
helps to beautify a city or town as trees, .apd few
things so educate the people in public spirit and
foresight as the care of trees. i

“The greatest value of Arbor Day lies in its
effect upon our attitude toward the trees that are
already growing; for manifestly there are thou-
sands of trees of natural origin to every one planted
by man. The average citizen is only now begin-
ning to realize the necessity for taking care of these
trees, having never before considered that they

needed any care.”

Hands Off the National Parks! [
By Robert Sterling Yard
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HE national parks have a great and special function,
in no sense replacing the function of either the
municipal, the county or the state park. Obviously
the nation can go further than the state, and wisely from
its public lands it has set aside all too scanty an area here
and there, usually embracing some bit of great scenery,
some natural wonders, some broad reach of pleasure
land, some tremendous evidence of God’s handiwork.
These national parks that we have are of_ the greatest
importance, and they seem to be at this time very greatly
important to the selfish few who view any public pos-
sessions as opportunity for private advantage. ¢
Despite the great increase in the use and estimation
of the national parks, they were never in so much danger
as just now. The physical fact that water runs down
hill is responsible for much of this danger, for that water
as it drops may turn wheels to produce power to selfish
advantage, or it may run at less cost on to lands and
irrigate them to no less selfish advantage, although the
claims to it are always clothed in statements of bene-
ficence to “the poor farmer.” There is only one proper
platform for a patriotic and courageous American to
take respecting the national parks and monuments, and
it is “Hands Off"”’ The power producer and the irri-
gationist are untiring, ingenious, specious, and usually
resourceful, financially and politically. They must be
made to heed the ‘“Hands Off”’ cry, by which only the
vast majority of the public may hold for their use and
for the use of generations yet unborn these relatively

scanty areas of the public lands.
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Insects destroy one billion feet of Spruce alone per annum

Much of this loss may be stopped
By Attracting the Native Birds

BIRD-HOUSES

Encourage the Birds to Settle and Nest

Brighten your home grounds by the presence of a
Tree Swallow, Blue Bird, or Wren in one of
our portable - light - simple bird-houses.

Price $1 00 each. Special rates on Quantity Orders

PHILIP F. FORAN ¥ Wg.r.EFOAD STREET

L

C.X.L. Stumping Powder
for easy tree planting

The proven dependability of C. X. L. Stumping
Powder is today the prime factor in reducing costs
of tree planting as well as stump clearing. Write
our nearest branch for any information you may
need.

CANADIAN EXPLOSIVES, LIMITED
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NORTHERN
ONTARIO

The Great Clay Belt of Northern Ontario lies
one degree south of Winnipeg, and contains
millions of acres of virgin soil fit for mixed
farming which may be had by returned soldiers
and sailors free; to others—18 years and over
—50c. per acre.

Information required by intending
settlers is found in a booklet on
‘Northern Ontario’ prepared by di-
rection of the Minister of Agricul-
ture—Honorable Manning Doherty,
and mav be had free on application.

Write
H. A. MACDONELL

Director of Colonization,

Parliament Buildings, Toronto, Ontario.




