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Lord Salisbury would suggest that the Board of Trade, the -Incorporated 'Socicty: of
Authors, and the Copyrmht Assocmtlon should be consulted: before any decision is:come.
to as to the course to be pursued ; and his Lordship would be glad to 'be. placed- in.
possession of any observations which may be made on the- sub]ect by. tbc Boa.rd of
Trade or by the socicties in question, -

In view: of the importance of the sub]ect in regard to 1nternatxonal (.opyrlght hls
Lordship would be or]ad that no final deusmn should be taken Wxthout the conculren('c,
of this Office. ‘ . ‘
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bOI O\TIAL .OFFICE to FOREIGN OFFICE

Sur, D e T Downing Street, September 1/, 1890.

Wrrn reference to your letter of the 1st instant, £aud to previous coirespondence
respecting col)w]f-l1t in Canada, I am directed by Lord Knatsford to transmit to you,
for commuuication to the \Iarqucss of bahsl:ury, a copy of a letter} from the Board of
Trade, and: to state that:ithe: Copyuﬂht ‘Assocntlon iand the” lncorpomted Society of
Authors have been invited to.express: their opinions on the subject.

I.am to observe that the repori;of -the Royal Commission on Copyright of 1878
and “the unanimous rccommendation of the Commissioners (p. =xxxiii. of .Ci~2036,
1878), .in favour of the introduction -of; a . licensing :system in.:the :Colonies. appear
to have been overlooked. It is.true’that Mr. .Daldy;, one of the. Commissioners,
now, takes a different view to that,-which. hethen :apparently. entertained,. ‘but Lord
Knuisford secs no rcason to withdraw his concurrence in.that: parti.of the : Report
which relates to Colonial copyright.. The licensing system was recommended as a
meaus of securing: a supply of Lnfrhsh literature at cheap prices for Colonial - readers,
“and the International Copyright “Act of 1880, - although it removed one grievauce,
cansed by the Copyright Act of 1342 (5 & 6 Vict. c. 45), by giving to a person who
publishes a book in a colony the same privileges that he would have been entitled to by
publication in this country, does not aﬂ‘ect the questlon of supply of hugush wor]\s in
the Colonies. ' ‘

-1t ‘was with'a View to cmblmrr tl*e Célonies to obtaina cheap supp]y of such hteratme
that the Imperial Act of 1549 was amended by that of 1847, as comphmts of the
operatlon ‘of the former Act; the Justxce and force of which w ere admitted (m(le paragraph
187 of the Copyright Commlssxoncls Report) were pressed upon Her' \{Iajesty s Govern-
ment.: - The latter Act has, however, been ‘confessedly a failure, and'the question to‘ be
considered seems to be whether Imperial legislation should be resmted to to’ enablé ‘the .
Lanadnns to'adopt ‘a'system recommended’ by the Roy 'al Commlssmn '

""No'doubt the condition attached by the Royal Commlssmn to that recommeudatlon,a,
that g license should only be gmnted after a reasonable tirieaftet publication in E ingland,
is very important, and this point was pressed upon, the Canadian. Government; in- Lord‘ :
‘Knutsford’s Despatch of ‘the, 25t of March last.;” But this is a matter for ‘subseqiient -
settlement, - and: does not interfere with the niain principle ; and Sir J. ‘Thompson in -

his letter of “tlic 14th of July last,§ remarks, with especial refexence to - this point, that . |

“any details which are felt’ to' be unfair or inadequate, in view: of all the lnterests i
“ invelved, will, 1 amn sure, be leconmdered‘by the Parliament of Canada.” o
You will observe that the letter from:the Board.of : 'lrade now communlcatcd to you'-"’
dces not refer to Lhc repoxt of the hoyal Comm1ss1on s -
S ey Iam,&c |
R ROBER'I G.‘ ‘\ HERBERT
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