
CA NADIAN ARCHIVES

6-7 EDWARD VII., A. 1907

be classified as follows: (a) To furnish the necessary references to the sources
of the documents which are reproduced; (b) To furnish references, either
within or without the present volume, to all other papers referred to in the
documents here reproduced; (c) To provide references to other first-hand
materials, and to give quotations from them, where not too extensive, as to
the essential links connecting or explaining the documents which have been
selected and reproduced; (d) To indicate the official positions held by the
leading parties between whom the correspondence which is given had taken
place.

A number of the central and more formal documents, such as Capitu-
lations, Treaties, and Instructions have already appeared in various forms,
though not always in authentic versions. Others have appeared in volumes
which are now very difficult to obtain and are rarely to be met with in
Canada outside of a few of the best equipped libraries. A large part of the
volume, however, consists of important documents which have not hitherto
been published, and the very existence of a number of which was hardly
suspected. These throw much new light on some of the most essential
features of Canadian constitutional history.
. In every possible case documents are taken from the most authentic
sources available, and are reproduced exactly as they are found, without
any attempt to correct even the most obvious errors of spelling, punctuation
or grammatical form. It is evident that any uncertainty due to slips and
errors in the original documents would only be increased 'vere it understood
that attempts had been made to amend them.

The majority of the papers here reproduced are contained in the
Canadian Archives, and consist of copies from the originals in the Public
Record Office in London. In some cases, however, the papers in the Public
Record Office are themselves duplicates which were furnished at the time
of framing the originals. In almost every case these documents have been
again carefully compared with the originals before being reproduced in this
volume, and the proof has been read by Mr. R. Laidlaw and Miss M. Robert-
son.

It will be observed that the papers are drawn mainly from three series,
which are designated by the letters Q, B, and M. This method of classi-
fication was originally adopted by the Canadian Archives as an arbitrary
though convenient mode of reference, otherwise these letters have no special
significance. The index to the volume w-as prepared by Miss M. Robertson
of the Archives Branch.
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