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of the continent. The (^anadian Pacific Railway

crosses Assiniboia, with stops about five miles apart

—some mere stations and some small settlements.

Here the best houses are little frame dwellings ; but

very many of the settlers live in shanties made of

sods, with such thick walls and tight roofs, all of sod,

that the awful winters, when the mercury falls to for-

ty degrees below^ zero, are endured in them better

than in the more costly frame dwellings.

I stopped off the cars at Whitewood, picking that

four-year-old village out at hap-hazard as a likely

point at which to see how the immigrants live in a

brand-new country. I had no idea of the existence

of any of the persons I found there. The most per-

fect hospitality is offered to strangers in such infant

communities, and while enjoying the shelter of a mer-

chant's house I obtained news of the distini>uished
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