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own view is tliat she was aive, Lut was prevented
fmrm making any outry-dtugged, most likely.'

"Sfht could not hav e bends-uggead wheni alie hisi
the glove ?"

"No-yet at the saine timte she was undoubtedly
alive andi not able te cali for help; gagged, perhaps,
or terrified by tireats inte silence. But even grant-
ing that, ltihey may hiave drugged l*r before attempt-
iigý to retnove lher. It would Ïbe a natural thing
to do."

Mr. 'Porrance turned a iiaggard face upon him.
"But if slie were dead-tliat wvouid account for

"Net quite everytiing, 1 think. Ini fact, I do
not likie iat hypothesis at aIl. But one lias to look
at thiese cases f nom every side. I belie.ve she was

aiv.For otlie thing, ilf it hasi been otherwisge
tiiere woul have been --omne trace in thie room; for
another thWmg, talusrmati, from what I liave been
able to ar>nt, does net sounid like a mrdcrer. Trhe
old womn-l's capable of anything--crazyr, I verily
belie2ve, but the marn seems t» ie ierely a goosi-for-
noljhing, unless crazed with drink. Thle meni whc
spoke to hi are sure thalt he 'was hinwelf upon that

Mark drew a long breath. "I agree witli yeu,"
lie saisi, "besÎdes, I iihunk we niay safly Place some
dependence on what the letters Say. Thle clii fiensi
sices tnt wish Ohristline dead. It wiould not suit
lier plan of revenge. She lit alive, I am sure of it
-but in danger talit drives =e mad to tliink of!
jolirison, wlien wse solve t1»e second probleni, she
will lie safe. Hew are we going tic do it?"

The detiective fldgeted.
I'l>l admit ttiat we are up agaie t it" le said.

"Given a dark night withl rain; thle fact vliat two
peo0ple drive away with a horse andi cart, ansi ,liat
thie horse andi cart were returned i if airly gond
condition next day at nnoon-tfhat is reallY ail we
lave to go upoa I think we nay be reasonably
sure thlat the young lady was in the cart andi that
thse journey taken by tlie iorse was not a very long
orie. Therefore we face two posililities--eitller
thse kidniappers are concealed somieihere within a
radius of say, fiftexen rnides (more likely ten), or
they drove te sotie sinall station wthin that radius
andi f ren tllere took thse train for ports ulknnwn.
Do yon agree with nie thiat far?"

"Now there are several suoli sinall stations near
this city, and iit is quite on the cards thlat we may
pick up tihe trail f rom any otne of them. Tliey
ouglit to bave been a sornewhat noticeabLe party.
If the girl was êrugged or even haîf dazed tfiey
woulld p)robab&y represent lier as -an inviýalid. As
few invalids travel, they would li e remnbered on
that ancount Co-nte. Of coursec it is possible that
the girl was not druggekd, but mercly terrifiesi into
Silence.»

"I do net belieste tliat would bce possible," said
Mark. "Miss Christine is too clever andi toc quick
to bave sishinittesi tatnely tei ntimiidatiion, and tliey
are t'o dever te have dared to risk it."

11 agree wàliliycu," saisi Mr. Torrance em-
pliatically.

"Yeu are probably riglit, but, as 1 believe, 1 have
remaakned liefore, ot m nust look ai every possibility.
At any rate, I hiave mnen now despatch4esite every
station wtin a possible radius; on trains, or ini
autos, whichever wcul get thiem theze guickest. If
t4iene is a vestig'e of a clue one of tliei will be
pretty sure cf fiuding it. I scerns slow w'oik, I
know, (but it is thorough,, andi I really do net see
what eIte we cari"

"Wihien ouglit thse reports cf your men tte corne

"Almost aiy moient. T4iey were te 'lyhotie
results imimediately, andi nscst cof themn ought to have
readsed theiir desttination by tlîis time. I tok th e
liberty of telUirig tsernt te 'phsone directly fiere, so
thet you miglit have tise news as soon as I have.

h's picked up tIhe trail-at leas.t lie says h lie as
some cturicus information"

"Ansid djn't lie say wlat it was ?"
«No-but he'll be iere ii fifteen minutes. It's

a gond bit cf roasi letween -here andi Dalby."
"Dadby 1" saisi Mark, andi lie siglied lseavily, as

lite rmemnbered the lait'drive lie lias talcen on thle
Dailby Roals.

CHAP'PER XXX.

TH detiective frein Dalby provesi to lie a young
TRmari with a f reshi, ingenious face, Wthosc round-

cd innocence was somnewliat belied by a pair
of very keen grey eyes. He was evdently propcr'ly
impressesi witlithse impo>rtance of ihis mission, tut
noit unduly an. TI fact, the e meni, for Tommy
had arrived a moment or se before thum, were favor-
ably impressed npon thse instant.

"WouId yen like rny evidence first, or eall I
begin by statîng niy conclusions?" lie asked bis chef
deferentially.

."Youir evkIence, of course," saisi the big detec-
tive, andi tbe others who wuld have likesi the con-
clusions first were compéiJIed 45> stay dheir impati-
ence as best tlsey miight.

«'I lad some dificulty 'in fixing thse iglit riglit
in the minci cf thse agent at Dalby," lie saisi, "but
flnaily lie got his beaTinga iby remembering that upon
the date mentioned bis younfelt cisili Iias been sick
witli the toothaclie. Hie is sure of tIse date, ie-
cause the next day was thse kid's birth&dy, andi she
cricd because alie vas afraids lie woiild net be able
to ca hnaler box cf oantiy. Wdiluponisht niflit
lie very wel remembers a ihorse andi cart drivxng
un at about a quarter t» fivie ini goosi timsife fr the
tisrougji express. He sd net see wlbn d"rve te
cart, but tise passengers vicie an vgly fflk wonian
andi a yo>ung grl-"

Mark isterrupted witli a smotlieresi exclamnation,
andi the ytoutng detective pausesi for a momnent, but
as ticocne made a remiare, lie wietit on:

"'Pisere is tic doubt about thse eds woman. 'li e
agent saw lier face plainly ini the ligiliet waltÎng
room, and recognized the photo at once. But tibe
young girl lie disi rot see. Ih lad stopped rauning,
andi was net cold, se ie asaw nothing strange iii the
girl staintg entsiàe in the air. Shc vas seatesi on
a beicl at the end cf the builking, ouit of thse range
cf thse lamps. She seemesi toc tiI or toc weary te
rise, andi the cld wçwceri saisi tisat aIe was not wcll,
andi thi~a se was takinig lier to New Yor'k to con-
suh a specialist. Thle otily thing fie tioticesi about
thse girl was chat tse hias yellow, or very ightli air.
The old won«an's clothes were decent tlicugh plain,
andi a very bad fit, bhcing mucli toc big.

("Borrowed, preIýNy," interrupted, Johinson).
"SItesd'i idnt buy tickets for New York or for

any place. SIc saids he 1Iad her tickets alrezdy, but
se made no secret cf lier destitiantion, and indeed

talkesi a great deal, andi gave lier plans with a lot
of unnecessiry detail. 'Phe Vwc went off on the
five o'clodk express, andi tht wk>tld have been thle
enid of thm excepti for the evidence cf tle station
agetit's sister, 'Pls sster, -it seems, was goitig to
Buffale by tise nie train. Slic very nearly nissed
it, arrivingi ait bbc last mioment andi boading lt in a
great hunry. Neitiser se nor tIc nId woman were
piiovidesi witib berthe, aind tley fotsnd scats ini the
saie car.

Now thse station agient's sister retunnesi fromt
Buffalo only üIc day befotre ycsterday, andi last
niigît, was asked by tihe station agicnt's wifet» tea.
Duning tIceidl thle agent liappenied to speak aboýut
thse olI womnanand thse invýailid il, andi asicesi is
sister if thse poor tling basi ¶ieen taken worse on thse
tramn. I n eply sibe tearn-edi the olllowiung onrious
facts:

"Firt-Th isitier hasi iioticexl the couple very
particularly, as tliey were tise only oter travelers
sv'lo boardies the traàn with liter, and itise nid womn
was notioeably ugly. But, stiiaaigily enteingl, she
diS not getthie impression cf thse girl bcing an ir-
v-alisi. SIte seernedi, tse said, quite ordînarily strong.
She were a veil over lier face, but iseni hair wsa
very y'elbw. Note paurticularly that thse sister was
absolufely convincesi tiat thse bain seas bleached. I
questionesi iler mysef upon tii point, andi she grese
n¶ite anogry when 1 tiiggested a mistake. She saisi

wouid lead te New York. It would seemn, also, that
thse Young Womt11as vas not as iii as ticeold, otie made
out, and, furtiser, that shte vwas on f iendlly terms
wiith lier comrpanlion. Also, lni my opinion, it is
fairly certain tliat lier yellbw lhair vus b9eached. Tt
is not iikely that anotuser womri would manke a tmis-
taice in Ichat natter, especially as the misiing lady's
bair is remnarkab1le for its naturral beavty cf codor-
ing. 1Terefore 1I octide that taIe Young person
in Use tran vas flot the lady we are scekiing,,but
one merciy intmed to represent lie>r, ansi tlierby
aid i establishing a nisleaiding trait.- It seemns,
f urtiher, that the two undbubtedly aliglitedi at Ham.
steasi. Ansi wbly net? It was net n'cessary tu o
to New York, it was only ssecessary te secin te go
t'hre. 'PIe accident cf the prcsence cf the agent's
sister 'in tlic train couls tnt have been foreseen. Il
yen remetember, slie came at thle last moGment, and goi
ori in a gret burry, se that tUic other two sud net.
sec ber, or if they did, it woculd tnt occur te thcm
that site vas any connection cf the agent's. If we
lad only the evikicrice cf thc agent, sec miglit very
possibly have concludedi that osir qnarry iasi clearesi
fer New York, taking the liilf-stupefiedl girl witli
lier. The nid bag knew that tise agent wculd n ever
extice tlat thle ginl'a liaïr sas ýbleached "

"I thiik yen have hougilt it eut very reasen-
ably," said Mark. "It ahi seexas to fit togethler like
picces of puzzle. And t&e conclusion cf 1the wliole
thing is-"

I"It ks rathier early for suds a conclusion yet'
,declairesi Mr. Johnson, svbb lilce ether successful art-
jats, was net witlieut jealousy. "Stilu I suppose it
vîlli do ne hat te lar slat lie thnks."

11I tlink," saisi the yeung deatective, "that the
miîssing lady is concealesi soseeliere cl»se at bandi,
probably between bore and Dalby."

"Bravo 1" saisi Mark. «'I feel sure of it."
l'Andi the yeung persen with thse bdaclcsi

hain ?" askcd Mn. Torrance.
"She mrust be paatly ii the secret, ands se cuglit

te, be easy te trace. MY cwn guess (it's on1Y a
guess, would lie thettse prolbaUblelonîgs te the
bouse where the imissirig lady is oncealesi."

"Hum I wcf, guessdg s gknet geung te hielP us,"
saisi Mr. Jolinson, ratIer seurly. "Wibat we want
te do is to spot ail thle possible places cf conceal-
nient within a test-iite radiuis of Daîby-that is,
if there is ariything in ycur ýtlor4ts," 1He drew
f rom bis pecket a large papen unap wlicl le spread
upon thse library table. "Here Îs a read tnap. ht
î>s a speciaul uap tride unider nsy owm supervision.
every lieuse us nmarkesi withi a fesv illuninative
notes ini ciplier. Now thenl, sec will first take thle
straiglit Dalby RoaS. It d-csnt look likely. Sec,
these lieuses set alorig it at reascnably f requent iii-
tenvals arc ai] farm bhouses belongingi te cIS resi-
dents, tnt muIclichance of hddingi a kidnapped girl
in any cf talici, li? 'Plis us thse tolll-house, kept by
a respectable nwid couple. lt consistas cf one rouir
andi a bedwooms, a rat couid.iardily lie hisideni there.
This is le aleIbIy Rced Infn. It is quite seelI kisown
as a stopping-place for mnotors. Tliey give quite
a decient country lursdli there. I've often tried it
mayscîf. It is kept by a very respectable woman,
by tiare Haffey, sitli a pretty grand-idugliter. I
ain cSnvincd tlat tlsey seculd net lend ther-
selves-"

"EFxcuse -mc," interruptesi the Young cdetective,
diffidenvly, "but those people are tic longer in
charge of tale inn. 'phcy left about a mentis ugo,
aniS are now l-ving in HaritStd.»

"Hew do yen know tfat ?" snappes Jeohnson.
"sqeilyen se, I lcnew Miss affey rather

w¶ll. SIte ls, as Yen saY, 0L.remarkaibly Pnetty
girl."

"oh, I see--esweethieats! Wýell, chat accounits
for ît Perhaps Yen know wbn keeps th,' ii n nc

"No; I bave neyer been there Sunce Mrs. HlaffeY
aind Panasy frft. I only know tInt, liey se)lS eult
foCr a goosi suir. Otay, the-ugh-I camne by tîec
to-dy in thse mowtr. We were going very fait,

bu 1raturaflyly Iokies at th1e lisle. 'Plenc was
S'oineme attVis idedecor scatterig thbe grain for the
hditcens. It vais a wom.an. Ictldn't scecnul

of her." Susddienly lie jumped tic his feet witlisa
sartled exclamation. "By thse lord I{aenry " lie

cnlied. "SIte htasi elion hairi>'


