b U S AR - (.

L. .. .. . THRRQUALIZATION OF ALL ELEMENTS OF SOCIETY IN THE SOCIAL SCALE SHOULDEBE THE TRUE AIM OF CIVILIZATION,

\

>

“Vor, IL—No. 36,

T —

TORONTO, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18, 1873,

b | No. 88,

—

MR.-LOWE AND TRADES UNIO_NS.

bxrUTATION TO TRE uom SRCRETARY,

On Wednesday & doputatlon of members of
the Parliamentary Comn(p‘:ec waited upon
Mr. Lowe at the Home Office. 'The deputa-
tion included Mr. Howell mecretary Parlia-

- mentary Committee ; Mr. Macdonald presi-
* dent; Mr. Guile and Mr. Odgor ; ‘they were
agcompaniéd by Mr. T. Hugles, M. P., Mr.
Mundella, M. P., Mr. Palmer, M. P., and Mg. |

James Wedderburn.,

Mr. Thomas Hughes, M: P,, in_introducing
t.he deputation, said their ob;ect was to alter
" the law as to trade socicties, "They consider-
ed that recent legislation had made matters
worse for them, though he and the members
of Parlisment who accompniéd him through

" the unionista’ position had been improved.
Mr. Howell said they represcntod betwcen
700,000 and 800,000..trades ‘unionists. They
" did not want law. made in faver of trades
auionists, but:they -wanted it to be on a foot-
ing with other citizens. Trades unionists, for
instanee, were not allowed to summon a man
.in n district where the cause of offence arose
. unless they held property in that districs, and
thus the:intention of the act.was interfered
with... He belicved there was power veetad
in the Home Office to remedy: this without go-
, ing to Parliament. Then with regard to the
Criminal Law Amendment Act, they wished
that ta be ant)roly repealed. . They wero not
~in the habit of qondonmg or palliating any of
those offen s against, which the law was sup-
’ pooed to be level.lod, And they simply desired
. that thoae oﬂ‘onces ahoufd be dealt with vmder-
the ordmnry law .of the country. That.aet
-t had uured an’ amount. of . heart-burning thas
. no etht act had dorie, and they felt that none
of tho.pmecntlonl under the act Jnmﬁed its
. continuance, Rattenmg and assaults cenld be
. deald with the general law.. ~ . .
Mr. Lowe—Yon have mentxoned rattemng
and umlt« what do you uy sbout mcket
. ll"
} Mr. Bowell md that p;cketmg 1tul£ was
- legal unde.r the old combination laws which
this aotxopealgd . They did not comsiderit
snorally wrong or in any sense unlawful,
- Picketing was very much misunderstood. The
ebjecd of picketing was to give information to
workmen who came from & distance of the
atate of trade matters.

My. Lowe—Evon where a large. nnuber of
persons assembled where workmen had to pass,
you would say that that is justifiable ?

Mr. Howell—Perhaps we should soarcely
eay that we should justify such an act.

Mr. Mundella—We object to its.being pen-
ally dealt with,

Mr. Lowe instanced the case of the man
.who used to follow Migs Burdett Coutts with
the object of forcing her to marry him, In that
case the law had no remedy.

Mr. Mondetla—Thero ought tobe a remedy,
and we want one for trades unionists,

Mr. Howell next referred to the Master and
Servants Act, which made a breach of con-
tract criminal. This was quite oxceptional,
and did nob apply to any other contract be-
tween those who were not trade unionists. If
& man breke his contract he was. liable to be

* sent to prison as & common felon. * Though
there iras power under the” Mines Regulation
Act to_prosecnte a master, it was impossible
to doit, and yes tho men were prosecuted
criminaily sud aent to prison. With regard
to the law ot conspiracy they were content
with the bill of last session which the Gov:

eroment snpported. Mr. Harcourt’s bill would
prevent indiotments for such offences aa led to
‘the conviction of the gas stokers, o

Mr. Macdonald said that with regard to the
“law .of master and servant they very strougly
‘objected to the 14th clause, which gave power
$0 & magistrate to assens dtm.gu without any
rem-iehon. and it ﬁ-oquontly happened that
such dnugu were imposed that the man waa
obliged to go to’'prison from inability to pay.
The act was thus:an instrament of dppression..
He Nprmnted asociety of 130,000 men whe
unanimously desired the repeal of the criminal
portion of the Master and Servant Act, which
had caused very great annoyance.

M. Lovo—-l)o you oh;wt to the ,ushcu as
atribungl? .. -

‘Mr. Mmdomld——Enhrely

Mr. Lowe—S8upposing: any question arose
‘between an employer and' employcd wonld you
objecc o the justice?

Mr. llu:dmld—-Wo prefor tho county

. comrt gugd or altxpendm-y magistrate to a
Jugtice,: ht dald llko & stipendiary magis
prate. T

‘Mr. Muudella—The ontire workmen are
#ired of justices’ judements.

Mr. Guile (of the Trenfounders’ Socxety)
having spoken,

Mr. Odger aaid there was oue point of the
Criminal Law Amendment Aet that had not
been touched, viz,, thav were he to go into a
shop and tell them thet they were working for
less wages than elsewhere, and that they ought
to havamore, he might be eonthed of v.oeromg
nnd moleating, .

" Mr.. Lowe—Not by meroly tellmg them
this; there must be a case against which the
-oet provides, viz,, rattening and assaniting.

Mr. Oldger—I necd not use threatening
wards,

Mr. Lowe—1I think so.

Mr. Macdonald said the masters had intro-
daoced the discharge note in certain places,
which had the same effect of preventing men
from working as coercive picketing, and no
law could reach the masters,

Mr. Mandells said that the Criminal Law

Amendment Act should be absolutely repeal-
ed. The aet was very abstruse, and having
-consulted the ablest lawyers, to say nothing of
'magistrates, thoy confessed that it was mosh
difficult to bring all the contingencies of the
act together 80 as te deal out justice. The

more likely thing to ocour to lay magistrates

was to leave out of consideration certain things
and convict upen ouo itewm, The very firat
convietion under the act-was at Bolter, and it
was overtuled at very great expense to the
-workmen, Then another case was that of dis-
tributing bills, which was sppealed agaiust,
and the case was withdrawn. . The Chipping
N orton case was familiar to thcm and them
there wu the case were scven women were
seat to'prison because a man heard them say.
“Bah” to & workman. There were other
cases, Bat there was no use in pretending
that there was equality in the law in this re-
spect, Anybody might ery “Bah” to him for
hix political opinions or the color of his hat,
and no notice would be taken of it. But with
reapect to those whq came under the Cnmmal
Law: Amendment Agh it was far othemoo.
The law sgmut these oﬂ'ences instead of ‘ap-
plying to $he wholé sommunity applxed only to
trade unionists, and not to the masters. In
bnsiness they were accustomed to threats, and
he could name several menin the Honse of
Commons at the head of large firms who were
told that if they did not cease to supply goods
to co-operative stores the senders would cease
to trade with them. What was that but a
threat * And rather than resist the weak men
bad been compelled to give way. He had
also seen letters from employers, gta.tmg that
S0 many men bad " struck work, giving the
names of the men. The employers who re-
ceived those lotters knew that they had not to
employ those men 8o named, and that was just
a counterpart of the action of the men.

Mr, Lowe—There is no threat in the case
you-have stated.

Mr. Mnndella—Bnt the man is punished on
the other side if ho does anything to hinder s
man from accepting employ.

Mr, Lowe—No; he must have assaulted or
molested.

Mi. H. Palmer——But the cases are constraed
against the workingman.

Mr. Lowe—Whether this ia combination in
a cg-.iminal case [ amn not prepared to say.

Mr. Mundella—Now I come %o cne werious

_offence in the Criminal Law Amendment Act.

Rattening means either malicious injury te
property or the biding of property. Why
should it not come under the genersl law, and
not appertain to one class of the whole com-
‘munity only ? There is tho \ullcxons 1 anr) to
Property Aet.

Mr. Lowe—"The hiding of propeny Would
not comne under that act.

* Mr. Mundella—T think it )\'ould. Then is
no reason for the Criminal law Amendment
Act. ' ’

M. Pn}meMI huve moved for certam re-
turna showing tl:e nuimber of committals and
offences both as regurde masters and mep, I
believe you will find t’ho oommltma against
the masters blank.

Mr. Lowo——lam acqumnted mth all the
casesagainat the men, and there is not .one
againat the masters I think, ¥ have listened
with great inferest sud. gre.t profit, aud I
must express my ﬂunku for the -.lennou sud
brevity with which yon h;vo given me your
views. It uhowu that you Iumv your  case,
and have well coneiderecl it, . I oan assure
you that this subject has engugod my very
serious attention, and the subjecta brought be-
fore e ave well worthy the comideration of

the Government. I will consider to the best
of my ability the statements which have heen
made to me, and I hope to corne to some eon-
clusion wliich may bo satiafactory to yon. At
present I am not able to say more than this,
that I shall give the nutter my hest consulora.
tion. )

The deputation then mthdrew thanking
the right hon, gentleman for his courtesy.

MR. DISRAELI ON THE NINE
HOQURS' BILL.

A delegation of representatives fronf
nearly all the Fagtory Act Assoeiations
in Sootland waited on Mr. Disrseli on
Thursday afternoon in M’Lean’s Hotel
for the purpose of presenting him with
an address thanking him for past efforts
in the oause of reducing the hours of
labor in mills and factories, and asking
his support for 3Mr. Mundella’s Nine
Hours’ Bill. The following towns were
ropresented on the occasmn—Gl.nsgow,
Paisley, Barrhend, Pollockshaw, Dun-
dee, Arbroath, Montrose, Forfar, and
Brechin.

Mr, Bremner, Secretary to the Glas-
gow Assocmtlon, eommenced by an’ ad-
dress in which’ he stated that the work.
ing people of the country were anxious-
ly looking for theright hon. gentleman’s
favorable consideration of any messure
which had for its object a legitimate re-
duction of the hours of labor and im-
provement in the moral, social, and do-
mestic condition of the women .and
children employed in miils and faotonel
throughout the realms.: '

. Mr. Cullen ' then presontéd the fol-
lowmg address to l[r. straolx,

To the Right Hon.. Benjm.nﬂﬂbm I

Right Hou. Sir.—We are representatives of
the factory workers of the manufacturing dis-
tricts of Scotlaud, and we hail with profound
satisfaction your visit to this onr ancient city.
Ve avail ourselves of your presenco amongst
us to tender the most gratefnl and heartielt
thanks of the factory. workers for the service
you have rendered in promonns successful
factory legislation, from the results of which
s0 many blessings, socially, mentally, aud
physically, have been cenferred upon the wo-.
men and children employed in that branch of
our national industry. We are not unmindfal
of the liearty co-operation and valuable sid
you gave our cause in early life, nor of the
active assistance you have always rendered in
more mature years. Itis to gentlemen like
yourself, who cspoused our cause when it was
unpopular te do eo, that the working people
are most indebted, aud to whom the gratitude
is more eapecmlly due. Permit us therefore
once more to offer you our well-earped thanks
snd con atuluhous for the past, and to ex.

ress a that in all our future efforts still

urther to improve the condition of the female
aud children portion of our fellow-laboregs
you will give any legislative measure haviug
for its object a further reduction of the hours
of 1abor a favorable considerations, so far as it
appears consistent with the Lest interests of
the employers and emplayed, whose welfare
we believe to be ideutical, and whose future
prosperity depends upon the extention of the
texttle trade of this natioa. .

(Signed)
Jamrs Lyxch, Prest. (3! Hasgow Assa,
Jonx MipoLETOY, Prest. Dundee Aesn.
Nov. 20, 1873.} o
Mr. Diaraeli, in replying, said—Gentlemen,
I remembér my support of the Ten Hours’
Bill as onn of the most satisfactory incidents
of my life, and therefore 1 nced not say that
I sympathise generally with the subject yen
bring hefore me. The measure was opposed
by pereons of g'mst influence and by- many
parties in the Statc, and at ono time it seemed
impossible that it could have succoeded, be-
onuse then neither of the two. great parties
avowedly upheld it. But as time advamced
id wag. suocessful in its progress, and I.am
glad to ‘say that those with whom I aeb.gener-
ally in public }ife uniformly and unanimonsly
upheld it, and they have been repaid for the
great effort which they made—becauee.it; was
not made without much sacr;hce-—-hy‘th. Te-
sults,” which in’ thie case have been. quite
asatisfactory. It has tendod to the doutuon
of the workmgclnsm which depends upgn twp
causes, If their wages. rise and their daily
toil diminiehes they are placed in a ﬁvoublo
position, aud if they don't avail themselves o!
that position ﬂloy only prove they  are un-

worthy of it. : (Mear, hear.) Witk regard to
the fivst paint—the. financial cansiderations—

with respect to wages, no Legislature can in’
terfere. (Hear, hear.) The rate of wages
must beleft to thosc inexorable prineiples of
politioal economy to which we all bow.’ They
must dopend upon demand and supply. But
when you comc to the hours of laber, you
leave financisl consideratione and enter into
secisl ones, and there a Legislature can in-
torfore, nud, if with discretion and with wis-

dom, no doubt to the advantrge of the country
and of the working classes. With regard to
the particular point which you have brought
before me, it is not for the first time under my
cousideration, Two years ago, in the centre
of British industry, and in the great county of
Laucashire—the glory of England—I received
many communications and many deputations
on that wubject. I said ab that time that it
was unnecessary for me to state that I was
favorable to the general policy requested by
the working classes of the country. I had
proved 1t, and therefore it was quite unneces-

sary to dilate upon the subject; but that as
regards the details of the particular measure
which was brought before me, I requested ﬂut
1 should have sufficiont coufidence placed” in
me by the ‘working classes that they would
allow me to consider those details when they |.
wore brought befors the Ilouse of Parliament
in the shape of a measure. I could not of course
pledge myself beyond a general sympathy with
their cause. Sinoce that time I have omitted
no opportunity of making myself acqunnted

which you have brought before me to-day.

of labor.
information, and I have made myulf acquaint.
ed with' their views ; and .n I can te)l you
now is that the mult of my deliberations and
the result of my researches are favorable to.
the views you nphold. (Applause.) But 1
reserve to myself my right—for your intarest
as much as for my own—that, whenever the

»fectly free as to all the detuln .and as to the,

." | general condition under which nuy chmge can:

‘be made. I shanld be oppooed to_any cln.ngo

in which 4hotpmnl lympathm of the emy,
ployers were not with the employed. I be-
lieve myself that, with calm and dxspunoute
discussion, and with those inquirics parsued
in the impartial spirit to which I referred, the.

result will be—at least ‘I hope the resalt will
be---that there will bs very little difference of
opinion between the working claises generally

and their employers; but I am satisfied my-

sclf that it is nnwise to make any alteratior
of this kind unleas there is a general concur-

rence of sentiment, I only wish to make one
refercnce to an abservation whick has been
made by cne of my feiends who has aided me,
and who has spoken to the interest of my
party. If I uphold these views, I assare you,
although the expression of my opinions may
be different to what you are accustomed, it is
quite an error in any of you in supposing  at
in upbolding your interests I look to the in-

terests of a party. (Hear, hear.) My views|
upon this subject were formed long before I
was in the prominent position . which I now
bave the honor to ocenpy wi th respect to ene
of the great parties in the State. These
opinions have never changed. It isto mea
subject of great gratificstion that the large
wajority of (he gentlemen with whem I act in
public life have the eame opinions on the sub-

"1 ject as myself; but I could not for & m oment

take any step in this question with reference
te the interests of a political party. I believe
it is for the interest of the couutry that the
position of the workers of the coantry should be
such that they may rise as T wish to ses them
riss, and as,I thiak they are rising in socia)
and political eousideratiens, I have confidence
in the working classes. I do not knew any
body of men or sny ordcr of 1 men who are so
intereated, to my mind, in tho glory and greae.
neas of our conutry as the working people of
Englaud and I have loiig besn of opiuion
that il that state ia brou(hs aboat ix their cos-
dition which I think i« fast accomplishing,
aud whichi 1 hope will he accomplished—whon,
in addition to adequate remuneration for their
til, they ‘have a ‘réasenable diminution of
theic lebor—there rnlly will be no class m
the country placed in’ &' . more happy position’
thisu the “intelligent - md sducsted werking
¢lassos of the commumtv. Tt is only by Jabor
and ‘constant -einployment “thas life is nnhy
endurablé. ~ It is delightfal with ooc\\patlon ;
without it it ié intolerable, and you oaght to
‘bé aware of that! Tt otjht to be impraseed
upoa you that your Yife it & ‘life wlnch ong\t
to be oue of happincss a0 long as your haber j in
uot m oxc-m tht yon caunos cu-lhub ylcm

with all the details connected with the subject _' .

I have communicated with great cmployers|. .
I have réceived from them mugh | . .

subject is discussed T must be considered per |.

:P
intelligence, and have the advantage of those
delights of existenes which the working clasess
to s very great degree at present pessess, and,

dress to-day that I, of course, will net pledge
myself to every minute detail or-to everything
that you request ; and I am aure that younen
reflection will feel that it in beat 40 leave me
—having given you, I think, in the course of
my life some pledges of- my sympatby with
your class and your condition—that .yon wilt
permit me whenever the subject is brough
before the Honse to take that course which I
think is best for the iuterests of the mnhy
and for your advantage. . .

Mr. Logan then thanked the right ho..
Rentleman for his courtesy in having received
the deputation. He begged to say, in regaid
to the statement made by Mr, Middletos re-
forring to the advisability of the right hon.
gentleman supperting the measure frem party
wotives, that he, for his own part, entirely .
repudiated that statement. He could be no
party to any such statemens. He again thanks
ed Mr. Disraeli for the recopﬁon accorded tlle
depntahon

NUMBER AND CONDITION OF THE
UNEMPLOYED.

RBPOII-T OF THF. CO\MTTBE AI‘POINI‘ED TO0

: prnow OF THE anmmoun rsom or
" NEW YORK. ’

i o

vestignted the condition of the working
classes in order to Jearn as nearly as possible: -
the number ot idle men and women, alsote
léarn 1 if their idleness be enfomed or volnn-
tary N

Secoud—We should report that there are
at tlm time 10,000'idlé peoplé vnlhug our
streets, seeking emp!oyment or chmty by
day and sleeping in ‘charitable institutions,
d-h:mhoma, stables, carts;.and hallways -

Wealto find that in this whole city ‘of a
million human beings that. thers are only
1,200 so-called vagrants outside of alms-
honges. We also find that only sbout 83
free beds are furnished in the whole cxty,
and that 60 of these.are provided by a pri-
vate citizon at 510 Pearl atreet, the most of
the balance being furnished by the Young
Men’s Christain Association. We further
lern that 11 trades in this city usually em-
ploying 26,200 inen only employ 5,950 at
this time, leaving 20,250 industrious men
in enforced idleness. - We also find that
there are to-day 182,000 men, members of
various organizations, eeeking work, not
charity, in this State, and that in the
United States, among mechanics and black-
‘smiths alone, 82,000 are demanding labor.
The number of unskilled workmen and un-
ernployed women it is impossible to learn.
We also find that 600,000 poople live in
tenement houses in the city ; 100,000 fe-
males who earn their own living. We |
lrould state also that this number of 182,
000 men idle in the State of New York re-.
Presents uearly a million huinan. souls cn-
tirely dependent upon them, And we find
also that 2,000 men and women are turned
away nightly from our stafibn-houses, and
that these places are reeking with filth and
vermin, and have hccome living charnel-
houses, and ‘that those. who find shelter in
them are worse provided for than the etitn-
inslsfunder the samo roof. We learned
from the Commissioners of Charity that
more “than 200 ‘Tespectable poor persons
find lodgings each night upon the floor
of our overcrowded almshoases, and that

memea of the, .streety and that many help-
lesa . women, widows, and children -find
themselves on the streets for non-poymont
selves with-food; and that'the: avorago"‘n—
ini'this city is 93 34 psr wesk, ‘even' wheil

tho'bnnch oﬁco of tlu Yonng hten () Oluut-

it . fif)"f e H

which certainly fifty years ago they didneb
enjoy. Ican enly eay in answer to your ad-

First—We would state that we have e

ab lugllt all of whom are involuntary idlers,

of 16nt, and totally unable to provide themi-' -

EXA.MINE INTO THI wmn AND CON- .

no more can be tdmmed under present pro- . .
vistons, * We Jeatn, fmhex, that from the , .
various lodging-houses for wonen and girls .
about 100 § per night are turned: away:to the ;.|

o o£;38,000 working woirien and ehildren" o

work i3 farmished them. - We loarned !tom I :
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