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pR. J. D. BRYANI’S LECTURE BEFORE
THE PHILOPA'TRIAN CATIOLIT IN-
STITUTE, PHILADELPIHIA.
cFrom the Calholic Instructor.}
4 ¢ATHOLICITY ESSENTIAL TO THE PCRPETUITY
OF OUR REYUBLIC.”

The Tiecturer took the ground that the Catholic
Church is the sole parent of true civilisation, The
Catholic Church, and it alone, has converted Pagan
pations, and civilised them.  All the true civilisation
that exists in the nincteenth ‘century is devived from
the Catholic Church, and whatever is not so derived
is not true civilisation.  Fence, all the eflorts of
whatever is not Catholicity—nas DProtestautism, or its
synonyme Infidelity—are nothing more or less than
offorts to destroy Christian or true civilisation, and
degrade society to its ‘primitive b.arbm‘ism. With
this preface he staled the two leading propositions of
the lecture—namely, that Atnerican socicty is rapidly
retrogading towards the gloomyand cheerless stale
of infidelity ; and that, unlessrestrained by true reli-
gion—by Catholicity—its ultimate destiny must be
barbarisin.

Taving made these tiwo general propositions, the
lecturer took 2 general view of the nations of the
world which had, at any time, received the doctrines
of Christianity, and showed that all those people who
Jiad once been Chiristian, and had become recreant to
the fzith, have degenerated into their primitive bar-
barism.  Africa was once Christiznised and civilised,
bt it east off the faith of Cluist, because Arian,
feretic, Protestant ; and the Chureh of Africa, ence
so flourishing, which kad given to the Churelia St.
John Chrysostom, a Cyril, an Origen, a Tertuilian, and
a bost of holy men and women, 1s now blotted from
the page of history, and nothing remains of it but the
pames of the Sees, where once her saintly Bishops
sat, and taught the doctrines of the Catholic Chureh.
Egypt, Asia Minos, and the wlhole eastern portion of
the Roman empire, ence Christianised and civilised,
also became infected with Arianism and otler here-
sies, protested against the Chureh, and are now all,
witiout exception, sunk into barbarism. But not so
with those nations which preserved the faith of Christ
intact, since all the nations which in primitive times
formed part of the Catholje Church, and kept the
feith, arc now among the first and tnost renowned
aations of Christendom.

The Catholic Church was endowed by its Divine
Founder with certain attributes, which were destined
lo characterise it in all times, Of these the lecturer
enumerated two as especially suitabie for the subject
of his discourse—the essentiality of Catholicity to
preserve our Republic—namely, Unity and Perpe-
wity,  After dwelling upon these two marks of the
Charch, at some length, showing that all other forms
of religion fritter away, and die, he demonstrated the
immoveable steadfistness of the Church; and here
we cannot do better than to give, as near as possible,
lisown words—The Catholic Church, then alone,
cemented by unity, and sealed with Heaven's own
signet, perpetuity, smiles at decay, knowsno decline ;
and even when seemingly swept away from any sec-
tian of the. earth, Pheenix-like, arises from its own
ashes with renovated life und increased vitality. The
Goths, the Vandals, the Huns, the Suevi, barbarians
of the North, sweep down upon, and desolate her
most fcrti]c provinces ; but indued with power from
an High, she springs immorlal from her desolation,
rallies under the banner of the Cross, and converts
ber desolators, re-molds their rugzed natures, and re-
<onstructs the Chureh in more than its pristine glory,
And when, in the course of ages, the wild storms of

. the sixteenth century arise, and frenzied man again
wstracts her sacred peace, and passionately tears his

- Spiritual mother’s breasts though grieveously weunded,
yet, as deathless as before, she stretches her maternal
arms across the broad Atlantic, and more than sup-
plies her oss by gathering into the Honsehold of Faith
the uncounted millions of an_ entire continent. And
“07‘73 what is her aspect in the nineteenth century?
‘hll§t thosg who vainly scek Ler destruclion, are
fedueing their strength by suicidal divisions—while
sermany, where modern Protestantism first began,
Brapidly sinking into infidelity, is denying the revela-
Uon of God, and interpreting, according the rules

.'?} Eumnn sciepce, the miracles whereby the Sen of
0d proved his mission—while Geneva is denying the

winity of Christ—while the infidel commanists of
"ance are uitering their insane ravings against all
"zl'g“{ﬂ—wl}lle the socialists of England and North
-;r‘:e:lcrll,_ and the infidel red republicans every where
el a‘;e i;l\g_ to throw off all restraint of human, as
this o dn-'me_lnw, the{ Catholic Clurch stauds.at
*PDWeroml?“t’ upright and firm—the sole conservalive
youth ob Turope and’ the _world—frgsh as in ber
| \Yar-h: uoyant as .the young eagle—vigorous as the
it al'Sl}‘ in-the battle, her .unity as firm, her perpe-
&r{; $ indelibly dchepqed‘on.-hcr venerable front,
“:nbers more multiplied and multiplying . than in

any former period of her history, and her zeal as
apostolic as when her Divine Lord first sent ker forth

| upon her mission to convert the world.

‘I'le lecturer here went into a searching analysis of

civilisation ; we bave space ealy for the conslusion of |

his argument.  1Iis proposition was, that (rue civili-
sation coasists in the possession and practice of true
veligion ; without whose sublime virtue, iniuiiluble
clarity, exalted morality, pure instruction, salutary
reslraints, and holy Lul absolute cammands, we would
be inferior to Pagan Grevce and Llome; as they,
except true religion, had most of the accidents of
life, which depend upon mere buman energy, in
cxcess of us. Tf then, true civilisalion consists in
the possession and practice of true religion, that is,
{rue Christianity—and this is not denied—then, that
people, which is totally without this sole civifiser and
enlightener, must be barbarian.  Suppose, then, it
could be aflirmed of the American people, that tiey
are totally without truec Christianiiy ; what would
forbid the logical consequence—a state of barbarism ?
Nothing, by their own admission.

Again, if civilisation depends upon tree Christianity
the most that can be aflirmed of a people, which
partially receives and partially rejects it, is, that they
are partially civilised ; and if that people be a barbar-
ous nation in the process of conversion to Chuist-
ianity, that itis becoming civilised ; but if it bea
nation once converted, andin the process of departing
from, or rejecting, Christiavily, that it is declining
from civilisation, and retrogading towards barbarizsin.
Now, it is not allirmed that the American people are
totally without Chlristianity ; butit is aflirmed, that
they only partially receive it, and partially rcject it.
The American people are not then, religiously, in a
settled state.  There are religions movement, transi-
tion, various religious experiments, and change from
one {o another, and {rom something to nothing. Are
they a barbarous people, in process of conversion 1o
Clyistianity ? Manifestly not. ‘Fhey must then be a
people, or an agglomeration of peoples, which, once
Chlristian are now striving in various degrees Lo get
rid ‘of the requirements of Christianity; some dis-
pensing with less, others more, and many rejecting it
altogether. [ this be so, then they must be a people
tending, more or less rapidly towards barbarisu ; and
reiterating the original proposition, unless so restrained
by true Christianity, as to be brought back to the
practice of its sacred duties, that must be their ulti-
mate desliny.

Here followed an account of the various systems
of religien which prevail amongst us, and which were
shawn to be the fruitful sources of infidelily ; and
which, so far from saving the people from, are proved
to be the very elements which precipitate them into
barbarism. Aad lere, observed the lecturer, since it
is my desire and intention to present the fairest pic-
ture of Protestantism that can be justly' drawn, I
will elimivale from the inquiry those Protestants who
discard all religion, who declare the whole system of
Christianity a * humbug ;” who aflivm of the ecatire
body of Ievelation, that it is a falsehood ;—who, in
a word, deny everything, except the phenomena of
natural science. “[hese are, by their own declaration,
undisguised infidels, and have therefore reached a
poiut which renders argument unnecessary.  They
are barbarian now. ‘I'licre is another class, one
grade higher: than these, which I shall also eliminate.
These have the King James’ edition of the Bible, and
the Protestant rule of faith, ®Private Interpreta-
tion;” they have also their places of worship, their
religious leaders, their Theological Seuinaries, and
all the usual appendages of religious denominatious ;
and they comprise the Unitarians, a very extensive
body, who deny the divinity of Christ. Included un-
der these, though they are somewhat lower in the
scale, are the Socialists, Communists, Fourierites,
Faany Wrightists, and those who associate for Wo-
man’s Rights.  Under this head must also be enu-
merated a large portion of the Society of Iriends,
which have followed the leadership of Elias Hicks,
and who also deny the divinity of Christ, and all the
miracles of Revelation, and use the Bible merely as
a book of moral lessons 5 all, to be sure, in the legi-
timate exercise of the Protestant rule of faith,—
« Private Interpretation”—which allows a man to
interpret the Sacred Scriptures so as to favor every
vagary of the human imagination. And, finally, I
will eliminate the Mormons, or « Latter Day Saints,”
(now a considerable iten among the sects, and threat-
ening to monopolise a whole State to themselves.)
‘We have now, even according to the account of some
of the Protestants themselves, got rid of a great deal
of trase, and have reduced our analysis to about six
denominations, namely, the Baptists, Methodists,
Presbyterians, Episcopalians, Universalists, and the
Triends or Quakers. 'Chese, according lo their own
account, are the embodiment of all the righteousness
of the nalion ; they are the ten righteous of Sodom,
on whose account the city is not destroyed. But

amazing and humiliating. thought ! to what, in the

eflort to get the purc essence of Protestantism, have ;
’L‘ -
l'a

we veduced the boasted Protestant nation?
four millions aud a-half; not one-fifth of the entire
popuiation.  All the rest, of twenty-four millions,
except about two illions of Catholics, being either
open Infidels, or indifferent, or violently opposed te
all religion.  \What a fearful stride is heve displaye:d
towards barbarism.  And let us now examine how
far behind them is this pure essence of Protestantism?
At the close of the * World's Conventior,” held by
}he Protestant rainisters in Tiondon, a few years ago,
it was proclatwed, somewhat impiously, (o the world,
that the prayer of the Redeemer was at last fui-
filled, and that it could now he aflirmed of the
Christian Churchi--meaving Protestantism—that it is
aunit,one! T will, therefore, for the moment, en-
deavor to consider' these denominations as one hody.
It will, Tfear, be buta man of straw,—1 will not
misrepresent them.  Exch one shall speak for him-
self.  They shall represent the Apostles, if you like,
commissioncd by -the Iledecmer to teach the world.
Fach one has King James’ translation of the Bible;
cach one is, aceording to his own account, orthodox.
Ifere they stand arrayed before yon.  One of them,
the Universalist Apostle, commences to teach and in
an elaborate Argument proves, from his Bible, that
there is no place of elernal punishitent-—no hell,
The Methodist Apostle shows you, from the same
book, that ¢ the wicked shiall be turned into hell, and
all the nations that forget Glod;” but he, at the samne
time shows you, in a manner equally conelusive, that
Baptismal LRegeneration is not a doctirine of the
Christian Chureh.  « There, you are wrong,”—cx-
claims the I3igh Church Ipiscopalian A postle—¢ ur
Chureh plainly teaches the contrary, Baptismal Re-
generation, though all our people, unfortunately, do
not believe it, and our Bishops—" ¢ Your Bishops,
be fiddled, old rag of the Pope!™ interrupts the
Presbyterian Aypostle, “no such order belongs to the
Chureh; we are as iauch in sacred orders, without
them, as any of you, and can as well administer the
Sacraments of the Tord’s Supper and Baptism.”
¢ Baptism and the Lord’s Supper!™ chimes in ihe
Quaker Apostle “there is nothing of the kind taught
in the Bible. 'The Divine head of the Society never
meant {hat we should understand Him  ecarnally,
but spiritually »— Derverse leaders of the people,”
ejaculates the Baptist Apostle, “do you not sce by
the plain words of the Seripturcs, that you are
all wrong ; that you must indeed be baptized, and
that too with water; but that sprinkling, or infusion,
is no Baptism at all ; to be truly baptized, one must
be totally immersed.”?

Such is this one bedy, this apostolic college, or
rather this Babel of confused tongues. Did the
great Ilead of His Church commission such a body
of contradictory teachers? 1id lle ever establish
a system of such opposing eiements?  Consider
Pratestantism as a unit, and it is infidel, totally infidel
now 3 it does not believe the plainest doctrines of (he
Christian Church, far less is it united upon themn.
Dismiss from your minds the absurd idea of Protest-
antism being a unit, aud let each sect stand, asit truly
does, alonc—each onc independent of the other.
"Then, lagking at each denomination singly, I alfirm of
it that it does not believe the doctrines which it indi-
vidually professes to believe. 1Ind we time to trace
the histories of these denominations, from their com-
mencement, we would find that the doctrines whieh
were first taught in them are not now known ; and if
the heresiarchs, who originated them, could return to
the earth they would not recognise the sects which
are called by their names. Aad it is direclly op
account of this diversity of opinions, upon the same
points cf doctrine, that each of 1he denominations is
perpetually dividing and sub-dividing until there are
all sorts of Presbyterians, New School, Old School,
New Lights, and Old Lights, Cumberland Preshy-
terians and Blue Stockings; all sorts of Lpiscopalians,
High Church, Low Church, Loose Churchmen, Tight
Churchmen, Puseyites and anti-Puseyites ; all sorts of
Baptists; Baptists and Anabaptists, Mennonites,
Particular or Calvinistic Baptists, and General or
Armenian Baptists, Close Comnunion Baptists, and
TFrec Communion, Hunkers, Tunkers, "Lumblers,
Hard Shell and Soft Shell Baptists. Aund so of all
the rest—all opposing, denouncing cacl: other, holding
no-communion with ene another, and each declaring
that the other has departed from the truth, In that
alone they are right, But why is this if they believe
that revelation coniains fixed doctrines—the doctrines
peculiar to each sect? The simplest Catholic child
knows what these wiseacres seem not to sec—that if
any given doctrine be really a doctrine of the Church,
that to change it is blasplemy ; and yet they beed it
not, but go on splitting and dividing, and eachb division,
though it believe the - direct opposite of another
division, is proclaimed to be: 7éght, orthedox ; and
each onc tells you, with sanctimoniuus gravity—< Ob,
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i3 of no consequence ; we arc all one—a unit !
’!,‘hc.pm)‘er of the Redecmer is at last fulfilled fn as.”
) hcn‘pl:clcnsxons are a burlesque upon human languaze,
and their solea trilling with the religion of Christ is
blasphemy. 1 ask, in” the name of sacred truth, it
suf:h fickleness as they display in the womentois
affair of salvation, such wavering to and fro, tossing
ubfn!t of every wind of doctrine and wave of privale
opinion, bc_ not caleulated to precipitate any community
into Lotal infidelity—unbelie!l in 2ll revealed religion ?
Lhey whe do not so read the Book of Lwman Life
must be blind indeed.

Protestantism, continued the Lecturer, is not only
essentially destructive of itsell, but also of civil
gavermment 5 and if' there be no other ark of safety
tor us as a people, Liere is nothing in the dim vista ol
the future but the destruction and loss of our united
nationality. This was proved, in part, by the following
considerations—a nation of infide!s is as impossible as
anomalous; Lhe principle which forms the Protestant
}'ulc ol action, “ private interpretation,” is suicidal
it makes the doctrines of the State, as well as those
of the Churcl, like matter, inlinitely divisible 5 it is
the l'ru!'lf'ul parent of discord, whether in sociely,
among fawilies, or hotween individuals 3 it has sunderod
ll'zc holiest bonds of uuity 3 it has originated national
discord, and overturned every government in whick
it has Tound a suceessful foothold 5 amd tustly, those
who dely the Lord of LTeaven, trifle with Llis revealed
will, and disobey 1lis laws, will not, do not, find it
dillicult to east off the fear of man, aud set all buma
govermment al nought,

The commencement of this result was shown 10
lave alrcady lowered upon us even in the infancy o
the Republic. We cannot refur at length o the
numerous evidences the Lectlurer adduced to demon-
strate this fact. 1le referred to the splitting up of
the religious denominations upon the slavery questian,
and said, so frenzied have the various scelious of the
country become on this subject, that South Carolina
is busy in the manufacture of arms and munitions of
war, 1o maintain her resistance to 1he Federal govero-
ment, while the politico-religious fanatics of Massa-
clusetts, and of every other frec State ol the Union,
stand in an attitude scarcely less treasonable, biddiog
deliance to the laws in public and in private places,
denouncing them as the cbullition of the infernal pit,
not to be obeyed; and, to cap the elimax of their
insane folly, pursuing the oflicers of the law, und
meting out 1o them wounds and bruiscs, and bloodshed
and death. Aund all this agilation—this rending
asunder of what they declare to be the Church of
Christ—all this tireatened dissolution of the Union,
arises simply beeanse some iguorant seetarian zeilots
are pleased to act upon their own private judgment in
what they consider a religious question.

That which has here been presented as the evidenee
of a fact, is only onc instance of a long series, iths-
trative of a general principle of action.  Liberty hag
run into licentiousness, and the idea of a ¢ Migher
Law,” the Superintendence of a Superior Power, i
the affuirs cf man, in a national point of view, is not
only lost sight of, but by mauy, even in high places,
riticuled.  ‘The ancicat rule of true Christianity—
“T,et every soul be subject to the higher powers;
for there is no power but from God ; and those that
are, are ordained of God.—Therefore, he that re-
sistcth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God.”—
Rom. iii., 1, 2.—is not the principle which now guides
the people, and compels them to preserve their
allegiance to the American Government. 'The pre-
vailing impulse, and the language, of the great mass
of the people, is 2e, in the power of our own might,
and by the force of our own independent will, have
constructed this government, made ils laws, and con-
stituted its authorities. We look to no being as our
Superior Power; we are free to disobey, if’ the acts
of the creature of our will do not please us. - Mence,
in every section of the Union, men, as the phrase is,
“take the law in their own hands;™ the pistol and the
bowie-knife regulate their disputes. « Judge Lyuel,”
with his ever ready rope, hangs the poor object of
popular vengeance wupon the nearest tree, without «
moment’s warning.  Vigilance committecs, not known
to the Law, are formed, to regulate, not only the
offenders against constituted authorities, but the con-
stituted authorities themselves. Anti-renters,imitating
‘ruthless savages, and emulating them in deeds of.
Dblood, resist to the death the payment of just clairs -
-upon property whose benefits they reap. Piratical
expeditions, against our peaceful neighbors, are or-
ganised In our midst, in defiance of the laws of the
country, in despite of the sacred pledge of treaties,
and the representatives of ‘those governments fly for
their lives from our midst. The torch of the incendiary .
is applied to every building, the object of whose.
erection is distasteful to the populace, sparing neither .
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the Living God, and .riot rages rampant in. all; ous
most populous cities. - :

schools, nor religious louses, nor even' the templesiof -



