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During my experience in) the apothecary

business I reccived the following:
Potassii chloratis,
Sacchari aù 3 i.

Triturate, and acidulato with a dtrop or
two of sulphuric acid and add water suili.
cient te miake three fluid ouices.

If the inistructions for peparing this
are carried out active combustion is bound
to result.

COntlOSIVF SUBLI.MATI ANiD STRYCININE.
Occasionally a physician nay order a

solution of strychnine sulphates and bi.
chloridp of nercury, an, gr. 1 to the
dracim. If the pharuacist uses a solu-
tion of bichloride of mnercury, in whicih
aminomia is a usual ingredient, the nix.
turc becoines semni-solid, caused by the
amnonia used to hold the mienrcury in so.
lution. A comion mnistake is as follows:
QUININE, LIQU0IoiCE ANn SULIPIiUtC ACi).

Qnlinlianî stIlphitis gr. x,
.Acitli sul phuirici airoin:itici q. s.,E-xtracti glycytriiz lluidi 3-i.

The acid in this is incompatible with
the liquorice. It precipitatesand renders
tasteless the sweet principle. A better
imnethod is to suspend the quinine in the
liquorice.

I have filled the following a numîber of
times, but it is decidedly unsafe:

P1otassii prianganatis 3 s$.,
Gly3ceriniî,
Aqu: tiestillat t f -3 iii.

Not long ago I saw the following:
Alorpliniie hydrochloratis gr. ii,
Ain:nioniii clloridi 3 ii,
Tinctur:e nconiti 1i xx,
Ajîn:e caijhorze f3 i.

The camsphor water should be replaced
by sone othe- veiclh, otlherwise there
will be a deposit formerd.

Finally, "as directed" is a perfunictory
direction oftent added to prescriptions. As
the neiory of the nurse or patient is
likely to be weak, errors mway ho e;isily
niade under such lax directionis.-Pitt.ç-
burgh Medical Rcriew.

The Pharmacist as Philosopher,
Poet and Author.

That portion of the annual address of
President E. L. Patch delivered befo:e the
Ainerican Pharmaceutical Association at
the recent mteting at. Ablhevill., N.C.,
treating of pharmîacists in literature, will
prohably be rend witlh ziot a little interest.

Thé ques ion lins ben publicly asked,
the speaker said, whether a pharnacist
was ever known to honor lis country by
attainmnents as a poct, an orator, or a
statesnan.

Any one familiar witi our craft would
me in the intense application te petty de.
tails whicis essential to conscientious
service the reason for nioni.de.velopment in
general lines. An ex.lawyer or ex.phîysi-
cian who acquires distinction in public
service obtains reputation for his profes-
sion, but, putting aside the undeniable
fact that the inenibers of these professions
have a much higher average of gencral
culture than pharmacists as a class are

permitted te reach, the latter leave their
calling and thoir relation to it forgotten.

With professions and vocations as with
men we pase without comment the theory
that blood tells, and ignoring ail achieve-
ments of ancestry we concern ourselves
witi the quality and character of the in-
dividual who to-day stands before us and
honor imiii for what li is and for what lie
does and not for what his fathers wero or
did. Yet there have been great men who
were ex.pliarmacits. Moses, the law
giver, must have been trained in pharniacy
at the priestly echools at l[eliopolis ; Aris.
totle left his home in Stagira to become
an apothecary at Athens, but association
with Plato fitted hiru to becone tutor of
Alexander, Galen was quite as much
apothecary as physician. The unfortunate
pot Keats was a drug clerk at Ednunuton
for tive years of his too short life. *

George Crabbe, the Englisih author, was
a druggist. Louis Desire Veron, the
French author and journalist, began life
as a pharinacist. Carl Willhelin Scheele,
the Swedisli discover of manganese, chlor-
ine, bariuu, oxygen, prussie acid, etc.,
lived and died a pharmacist. Serturnier,
who by the discovery of morphine revolu-
tionized the practice of niedicine, was an
apothecary.

Sir Humnplhrey Davy was an apothe-
cary's apprentice to M. Borlass, at Pen-
zaice, England, but the chance reading
of "Eleimients of Clemistry" by the martyr
Frencli chemnist, Ltvoisier, led .him into
his broader career.

Did any of you who visited the marvel-
ous White City and wereattracted by the
reiarkable exhibition made by the Balti-
more and Ohio Railroad showing the ove-
lution of the locomotive realize that the
world was largely indebted to an apothe.
cary of Baltimore, William Morris, for
the' first practical six.wheeled locomotive,
capable of climisbing ain incline, and that
tlf achievenents of his locomotives
"Washington" and "Lafayette" at the
Colunhia Incline, Philadelphia., and the
"Philadelpiia" at the Lickey Inclinie, Eng-
iand, led to the establishment of the Royal
works at Vienna under his direction ?

And as you looked over that exhibition
were you not iupressed as never before
that nearly ail advtance is by very short
successive steps, the present building up.
on the past?-lestern Druggist.

Ginseng.

The products of Corea are but little
known in the commercial world. Trade
in that country is carried on by means of
markets or fairs, and- transactions are
hamîpered by the deficiency of the cur-
rency. Foreign commerce there is none,
unihss the annual fair held at Pien.men
is to bu counted an exception.

Among the products of Corea peculiar
te itself is that of Genseng, a root of
great medicinal value. The demand for
it is so great that many other roots are
substituted for it, especially a kind known
in commerce as American gensing, im-
ported from the United States. The finest

kind of root grows wild in the mountains
of Manchuria. At ane time this particu-
lar kind was considered of so fine a quality
and, in consequence of becoming scarce,
that an Imnpcrial ediet was issued prohib-
iting its collection. Its value varies fron
three to twenty pouids sterling per ounce.
Iloots of this latter quatlity can only be
purchased by the wealthy. The real
Mfanîchcurian ginseng is only found in the
upper valley of the Usuri, where ruined
towns and forts mark the cradle of the
race, whichî seven centuries ago ruled over
China fromn the Yellow River to the great
wall.

Ginseng loves nioisture, and in the
densest of the forests which cling to the
slopes of the hills, it nestles in recesses,
which the rays of the sun have never pen-
etrated, and whichî are as pathless now,
as in the days when -the golden Tartars
were dwelling in, and cultivating the
plain. The genuine Manchuria, consists
of a stem from which the leaves spring,
a;nd of two roots braiching. off at the
saine point froi each side of the centre
root. The stemn somewhat resemibles the
hîead and neck, and the side roots the
shoulders and arms of a man; the main
root represents the body, and a fork
which the roots frequently forai, the legs.
The Corcans, with a not ungraceful feel-
ing, believe that a plant, whichî thus ex-
pands into the humaian formi amiid thickets
and jungles, on whicl the foot of man lias
never trod, must be intended to alleviate
the sufferings of the iunian race. Its
precious qualities are increased and inten-
sified by age, and a plant is of no great
value ntil it lias been growing and gath-
ering strength for at least ain ordinary
lifetimiie. Tlic age, and, consequently,
the value of a plant, are ascertained by a
careful examination of the upper portion
of the centre and side roots. These por-
tions should be covered with rings, and
the thicker and nore nunerous the rings
the greater the age. The value of ginseng
in no waty depends upon its length, thick-
ntess or color. The upper portions of the
root also possess Lealing power. The
sten whicl appears above ground, on the
other hand, ouglt not to be caten. It is
supposed to be hurtful rather than bene.
ticial. lI former years the collection was
in the hands of some forty merchants,
who, on payment of a heavy fee, obtain-
ed the necessary autliority from the Tat-
tar general. In addition te this fee,
every imerchaint was bound to hand over
te the Government a certain weight of the
object of his search. This continued from
May lst to September 30th. -In the
gathering of the root. merchants employed
outlaws. The;o men underwent great
hardships, and incurred frightful dangers
Forced to wanider far fromu the patches
of millet they huad raised for theirsupport
they were uvei meaiiced by starvation as
well as by the wolf, tiger or leopard, and
nat unfrequently these hardahips wereen-
dured in vain, for ginseng becomes yearly
more scarce, and plants of any great age
are but rarely found. Finally, in order
to arrest its utter extinction, the collec-
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