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put forth au effort to acquire religious
knowledge is overlooked in larzge measure,
if not wholly ignored.. Everything has to
be done on the part of the teachers to at-
tract the scholars to the school and to be-
guile them into the acquisition of dible
truth. Now, as was said before, this would
be necessary in the case of childreun outside
the pale of the Church, whose parents are
supposed to carc nothing for the souls of |
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their offspring : but surely the aid of the
parents ought to be invoked when this can
be done to press upon their children theduty |
of preparing their Sunday school lessons. .
This we say, not because we would have
teachers less anxious to make their classes
attractive to their pupils; but because we see
it must lead to serious consequences if every- |
thing must be made pleasant to the young,
and the idea of duty be lost sight of.  Now
this principle marks a difference between
our social condition and that of the people
of the United States. For instance, we
have heard the laugh raised against the
well tried plan of imparting religions in.
structivn to the young in our Church and
country through the medium of the cate-
chism, beeauwse it is unintelligible in
some parts to the chiidren ; but all we have
to answer is that when the new mode of
tcaching has given as good an account of
1tself as the old has, by the general consent .
of mankind, done in Scotland, then it will
be time to sncer at the latter.

We acknowledge that those Sunday
schoul teachers who are able to attend
these camventions, receive very useful hints,
and are greatly encouraged and stimu- |
lated by the spirit of enthusiasm often dis-
played at thew.  But the same good would ;
be accomplished by smaller gatherings, say ;
of those belunging to cach denomination by |
itself. The last three conventions have
been altogether too large, and hence they |
have been, as all large democraticbodies are, |
casily controlled by a clique. We may be !
perhaps thought illiberal in making this -
suggestion, as if wishing to fortify sectar-
ianism, and break one of the few points of
contact between evangelical Christians of -
all shades of opinion. If we were persuad- |
cd that those meeting in these assemblics !
came there deliberately to cultivate charity
rather than to press their own views and .
procure influence for their sects, we would
not offer such a suggestion. But it is quite
cvident that to some, their peculiarities are
all in all, and they have offensively thrust
them before the convention repeatedly.
Better far not meet with pecple of other
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creeds at all, than to meet them and be dis-
gusted with them. Denominational con-
ventions would accomplish all the good
without the accompanying evil. This we
know would not meet the views, however,
of certain minor religious bodies -which
always contrive to be prominent in all mixed
religious associaticns, and to obtain office
from them if anything is to be made by it.
Not having liberality of miud to merge
themselves into the larger and more influ-
ential denominations altogether, the more
ambitious of them scek compensation for
the narrow sphere in which their own ‘reli-
gious community keeps them, by eshibiting
themselves occasionally upon the larger
theatre of these religious assemblies.

ISSIONS to India are
of comparatively recent
growth and even yet their
importance is scarcely re-

alized.  Two pamphlets

now before us,* sivewus a

lively idea of what has been
done. and the inadequacy
of the efforts yet put forth
to rescue India from its

bondage to idolatry.  In company with

Dr. Watson, Dr. Macleod proceeded to

A

“India to visit the Church of Scotlands

Mission there. At the last General As-
sembly, Dr. Macleod delivered an elo-
quent address setting forth the results of'
that nussion. The Foreign Missions Com-

i mittee of the Church requested Dr. Mac-

Leod to corrcct anu publish the speech,
bnt as it was declivered cxtempore from
brief notes, the speaker took advantage of
a few weeks™ rest, ordered by his medieal
advisers, to write out the address now be-
fore us, following the same line of thought
and argument as the speech, but express-
ing more fully his views un India missions.
As the pamphlet contzins a hundred
pages, it cannot be expected we can do
more at present than touch upon a few of the
points contained in it, but we shall endear-
our to make room for copious extracts in
future numbers.

The principal object of the mission was
to obtain information, and in the short

* News of Female Missions in connection
with the Church of Scotland. Edinburgh:
Thomas Paton.

Address on India Missions by Norman
Macleod, D.D. Edinburgh- William Black-
wood & Sons.



