
opportunity of displaying the ability he’ 
possessed of discharging the duties of his 
office.

Mr. Foley objected to the committee as 
insulting to Upper Canada and the Opposi
tion. It was composed of ten Lower Casa- 
dians and seven Upper Canadians, and of 
the whole there were only three members of 
the Opposition. protested against it, 
and said the Opposition would demand that 
the committee should be struck by the 
House.

Atty. Gen. Cartier said there was no 
intention whatever on his part to act unjust
ly toward the Opposition. He selected the 
committee with reference only to the terri
tory most interested on the subject of im
migration, not to party, and would be glad 
if objection was taken on that ground and

again from the disheartne 1 lessee ; for, in 
any event, the value is certain to increase of

I hire mentioned before. When he saw 
people who had been in a settled part of the 
country especially in the more remote parts, 
or had travelled in those parts, he always 
questioned them about the trees, plants, 
earths, stones, ores. animals, &c., of the 
place. He likewise enquired what use the 
inhabitants made of these things; in what 
state their husbandry was; and what lakes, 
rivers and passages there were; and a num
ber of other particulars. Those who seemed

man, Hautain, McKellar, McGee, Bell 
(Lanark), and Dawson.

Mr. Bureau’s motion to appoint a com
mittee to report upon the best means of 
settling the Wild Lands of Lower Cenada 
was carried.

After the recess, Mr. Laframboise moved 
for the appointment of a Committee on the 
petition of a militiaman during the war of 
1812, claiming to be entitled to a grant of 
land from the Government.

Mr. Cartier resisted the motion, alleging 
that the time for receiving such claims was 
past.

Mr. Bureau said that while the Govern 
ment were giving free grants of land, they 
might at all events consider the ease of a 
man who had served his country on the 
field of battle.

Mr. Rankin said it was a pretty thing for 
Mr. Cartier to plead the statute of limita
tions. The Attorney General East exulted 
in the fact that the claim of this man was 
ruled out by the lapse of time, like a small 
practitioner in’ a Division Court, who found 
that the statute deprived a man of the 
equitable right to receive the reward of his 
services. They were about to consider a 
new militia law, and he would ask, was Mr. 
Cartier’s course likely to encourage mili
tiamen to take up arms in defence of their 
country?

Mr. Joseph Dufresne opposed and Mr. 
Sicotte supported the motion. The latter 
said that when he as Commissioner of Crown 
Lands submitted a report laying down the 
principle that the Government never should 
plead prescription, it was admitted then by 
Mr. Cartier ami his colleagues. [Hear

Lower Canada. He could not give his con- 
sent to this Bill because it did away with 
these salutary provisions. Entertaining 
these views he moved that that the Bill be 
not read a second time, but that it be road a 
second time this day six months.

On motion of Mr. Biggar the debate was 
adjourned until the following day, and the 
House rose at 10 minutes before 12.

The Speaker took the chair tod y at three 
o’clock.

On motion of Mr. Benjamin, the petitions 
complaining of the undue election and return 
of the sitting members for Perth, Berthier, 
North Oxford, Montcalm, Sherville, Mon
treal East, Quebec County Bagot, Lennex 
and Addington, Wentworth, Peel, South 
Leeds, West Elgin, Levi and Durham, 
were referred to the General Committee on 
Elections.

The following bills were introduced and 
road a first time. ‘

By Mr. Taschereau—To amend Act 24 
Vic., entitled an Act to amend the Canada 
Consolidated Municipal Act.

By Mr. Fortier—Bill to exempt the sala
ries and effects of School Teachers from 
seizure.

By Mr. Dunkin—Bill to amend chapter 
24 of the Consolidated Statutes for Lower 
Canada.

By Mr. Simpson—Bill to amend the 
Charter of the Erie and Ontario Railway.

Mr. Crawford moved for a return of the 
number of postoffices and miles of postroads 
in Upper Canada separately existing in 
1791, 1811, 1821, 1831, 1841, 1851, and 
1861, or ns many of those periods or as near

pany.
By Mr. D A. Macdonald—Bill to 

establish certain side lines in the County of 
Glengary.

By Mr. Somerville—Bill to incorporate 
the First and Second Congregations of 
Hinchinbrooke in connection with the 
United Presbyterian Church.

By Hon. Mr. Rose—Bill to amend the 
Act dividing the Township of Hemming- 
ford, in the County of Huntingdon, into 
separate municipalities.

By Mr. Tasse—Bill to extend the limits 
of the parish of St. Antome de la Baie.

By Hon. Mr. Morin—Bill to incorporate 
a company for the construction of a toll- 
bridge over the Isle Jesu River, also a 
Bill to incorporate the Terrebonne Road 
Company.

By. Hon. Mr. Macdonald—Bill to amend 
the Act incorporating the Midland District 
Bank and to change its name to the Com 
mercial Bank of Canada.

By Mr. Morrion—Bill to amend chapter 
19 of the Consolidated Statutes of Upper 
Canada, entituled an Act respecting Division 
Courts.

By Mr. Bell (of Lanark)—Bill to 
amend the Act relating to the Brookville

By Mr. Morrison—Bill to amend the 
Assessment Law of Upper Canada, so as to 
enable County Councils in Upper Canada 
to sell unimproved lands of non-residents 
two years in arrear for taxes; also a Bill to 
amend chapter 32 of the Consolidated Sta
tutes of Upper Canada, entituled an Act 
respecting witnesses and evidence.
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The Speaker lock the chair- at three 
o’clock.

The Bill for amending the Charter of the 
Bank of Upper Canada was read a third 
time and passed.

The Speaker announced the election of 
Hon. Mt. Skead for Ridean Division. He 
also submitted Her Majesty s answer to the 
address of condolence passed by both Houses 
last session, on the occasion of the death of 
Her late Royal Highness the Duchess of 
Kent.

The Election Committee were sworn at 
the table.

The petition against the return of Hon. 
Mr. Raby was referred to the Election Com 
mittee as a matter of form, Hon. Sir E. P. 
Tache and Hon. John Ross declaring it to 
be irregular.

On motion of Sir E. P. Tache, the Muni
cipal Corporations Amendment Bill was road 
a second time.

The correspondence on the Ocean Steam- 
ship Line was ordered to be printed for the 
use of members.

The House adjourned at four o'clock.
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

The Speaker took the chair at three 
o'clock.

The Speaker reported that he had exam
ined and found unobjectionable the recogni
zances to petitions against sitting members 
for the following constituencies :—Perth, 
Berthier, Peterboro, Shefford, Vercheres, 
Drummond and Arthabaska, and East Nor 
thumberland..

Hon. Mr. Robinson was introduced by 
the Atty. Gon. East and West on his re- 
election for Toron'o West, and admitted to 
take his seat.

A Message was received from His Excel- 
lency, covering a despatch received from the 
Secretary for the Colonies, transmitting a 
gracious reply from the Queen to the address 
of condolence passed last session by both 
Houses on the occasion of the death of her 
late Royal highness, the Duchess of Kent.

Mr. Langevin moved an Address to His| 
Excellency, praying him to issue his war 
rant in favour of the Clerk of the House 
for the sum of 40,000 dol. towards the con 
tingencies of the House.

On motion of Mr. Dunkin,
The quorum of private bills committee 

was reduced to seven members.
On motion of Mr. Benjamin,
The quorum of public accounts committee 

was reduced to seven members, and the 
public accounts for the past year were 
referred to the last named committee ; and,

On motion of Mr. Langevin,
The quorum of the committee on contin

gencies was reduced to seven members.
The following bills were introduced and 

read a first time : —
By Mr. Alleyn—Bill to amend Act relat

ing to management and improvement of the 
harbor at Quebec.

By Mr. Laframboise—Bill to legalise the 
survey of certain lots in the Township of 
Acton, county of Bagot.

By Mr. Stirton—Bill to incorporate the 
Bank of the County of Wellington.

By Mr. Taschereau—Bill to amend chap. 
75 of the Consolidated Statutes of Lower 
Canada.

By Mr. Street—Bill (from the Legisla- 
tive Council) to restrain Municipalities 
from issuing debentures beyond a certain 
amount.

By Mr. Langevin—Bill to amend Fisher- 
ies Act of Lower Canada.

A message was received from the Legisla- 
tive Council, with the names of members 
appointed by the House to assist in the 
management of the library of Parliament.

On motion of Mr. Joseph Dufresne,
The Clerk of the Crown in Chancery was 

ordered to attend this House to-morrow, with 
the return of poll-books and papers relating 
to the last election for Montreal East.

The order of the day for the resumption 
of the adjourned debate on Mr, McGee’s 
motion for a select committee on immigra 
tion and colonization, having been called,

Mr. Cattier then addressed the House, 
and suggested the names of the following 
members to form the said committee :— 
Messrs. Robitaille, Taschereau, Remillard, 
Alleyn, Desaulniers, DeCazes, R. W. Scott, 
Robinson, Benjamin, Dunsford, Carling, 
Dickson, O’Halloran, and Portman.

Mr. Cartier, in reply to Mr. MoGoe, con- 
tended that Lower Canada had not received 
her share of immigration, on account t of the 
Seignorial Tenure of land and the bad policy 
pursued by the British American Land 
Company. That policy had been changed 
during the past three years, and a large 
quantity of land had been sold in Lower 
Canada. He insisted that Mr. Belleau was 
well qualified to fill the office of Minister of 
Agriculture.

Mr. Foley objected to the composition of 
the Committee suggested by Mr. Cartier. 
There were ten Lower Canadians upon it 
and only seven Upper Canadians; the Op
position had only three out of the seventeen, 
and but one of the three was an Upper Ca
nadian. If the Premier persisted in his 
suggestion, he should be compelled to ask 
the House to select the committee.

Mr. Cartier denied that he had any parti 
zan design in view, and desired Mr. Foley 
to suggest new names.

Mr. Pope attacked the composition of the 
committee, the Eastern Townships being 
entirely ignored. He alleged that the Col- 
onization Fund distributed by the Govern
ment every year had been misapplied, de
fended the policy of the British American 
Land Company, and declared himself op
posed to free grants.

Messrs. Hooper, Macdonald, Ferguson, 
Cartier, McDougall, and others discussed 
the composition of the committee, and the 
following gentlemen were ultimately agreed 
upon :—Messrs. Alleyn, Robinson, Foley, 
Loranger, Drummond, Jackson, McDougall, 
Robitaille, Taschereau, DeCazes, Desaulni- 
ers. Pope, O’Halloran, Huntington, ibbott, 
Scott, Benjamin, Dunsford, Dickson, Port-

the lands of on the one shore ; from the Chatesuguay to 
River du Loup on the other shore, there is 
the strongest testimony from the best judg- 
es, surveyors, geologists, lumberers, practi- 
cal men of all origins, that double treble, 
quadruple the present population may find 

" remuneration for their in-

the Crowe. The whole country la tagging 
to lift that dead weight of corporate lands 
held on bloc, and if a more liberal policy is 
not adopted by them, Is policy less hostile 
to Canadian interests is not adopted, this_ 
province may be compelled, in self-defence ample space and 
to inquire by what means it may best miti
gate this evil, and enfranchise the large 
scopes of country now held in worse than 
mortmain clutch. (Cheers.) It might 
seem to be a sufficient cure for this evil, 
that the millions of acres of public lands in

ents

dustry. [Hear hear.] Fortunately for us, 
who advocate the recruiting of a productive
rather than of a destructive army, sciencethan the rest, were 

cumstantial descrip- 
seen. He himself 

ants he received and

with its hammer and its theodolite, has
been for twenty years at work in those wil-
dernesses. Our living geologists have ex 
ploded one fallacy,—that the granite coun-the market were to be had in Upper Cana

da, on an average at $2 per acre, and in 
Lower Canada from $1 to 50 cents per acre 
but unfortunately the great Companies have 
got into the very heart of the land—they 
have got prime soil centrally situated— 
which gives them the opportunity they so 
unsuriously employ, to monopolise and over- 
charge—according to all existing American 
standards of the value of wild lands. (Hear 
hear.) Another topic in connection with 

our land policy relates to what are call
ed the Colonization or “Free Grant" roads 
east and west. [Hear, hear.] From the 
Crown Land Commissioner’s Report just 
laid on the table of the House, we may see 
at a glance with what unequal strides the 
work of colonization went on, last year, in 
Upper as compared with Lower Canada. In 
this section of the province, the Crown sales 
last year, amounted, to 273,000 acres and 
the free grants to a fraction short of 10,000 
acres ; while in Upper Canada the sales 
were 25,000, and the free grants 30,000 
acres. The gross value of the Upper Cana
da sales—of Crown Lands alone was in 
round numbers $338,000, while in Lower 
Canada, it was only $126,000, rather less 
than the Canada Company’s receipts for 
January and February last. But I wish 
particularly to draw the attention of the 
House to the contrast in the quantity of 
“free grant" land reduced to cultivation 
during the year, the number of settlers actu
ally established on the colonization roads,

by this great appucation, so uncommon 
among persons of his rank, he soon acquired 
a knowledge of the most distant parts of Am
erica." [Hear, bear.]

This is a portrait of a Franco-Canadien 
statesman of the 18th century, who consid- 
ersd “natural history,” which then induced 
Geology, and even chemistry, an essential 
study for a statesman in a country like Cana
da. Now I will not under cloak of the 
Marquis de la Gallissonniere’s great name, 
stoop to draw any satirical contrasts between 
the present holder of the portfolio of agri- 
culture, and the Marquis de la Gallissonn- 
iere. [Laughter.] But it would be false 
t a great public interest, which I have 
zealously espoused, if I did not renew the 
protest I made against the appointment of 
that gentleman to his present position. To 
put a man of mean abilities in such a posi
tion, at such a time as the present, is some
thing worse than a defiance of public opin- 
ion, it is a wilful and deliberate surrender 
of a golden opportunity for this country. 
1 say this in no spirit of party —give us an 
able man, lit him be ever such a partisan! 
Give us a man able to originate— to direct 
—to check —to contrôle —to command the en
tire field of settlement—the whole staff of 
agents and employees—give us a man of in
spire respect, and to effect salutary changes 
let him be, I repeat, as staunch * partisan as you 
please. (Hear, hear.) But do not assume us with 
gran ing committee and receiving reports, whena er 
all, the execution or suppression of everything we 
may mature, must depend upon the will or whim of 
an accidental knight who is at best but a manifest 
minister. (Hear, hear.) Now Mr. Speaker, sup- 
posing the organization of this department to be all 
that it ought to be, in its head and its members, let 
us next consider the extent of the field open to set- 
tlement in Upper and Lower Canada. It is true 
that this Province has neither the golden rivers of 
California nor the luxurious climate of Australia, 
but it has two things which free-born men value 
higher ; complete civil and religious liberty, 
and land to be acquired by any man’s industry. 
One chief moral attraction must ever he in our in- 
stilutions : our chief material attraction must lie 
in cheap or free land. The land resources of this 
Province are not so well understood, even by Ca
nadians themselves, as they should be. Which of 
us familiarly thinks of the hundred million acres in 
Lower, and fifty million acres in Upper Canada. sn 
ably and fully described in that Vade Mecum of such 
information, the Crown Land Commissioners Report 
of 18’7, for which the honourable genteman (Hon. 
Mr Cauchon) and those who assisted him in its pre
paration deserve the highest credit; a report that 
ought to be familiar to every member of the House. 
(Hear, bear.) But confining ourselves to the public 
land actually in the market in this Province, we 
commence the year with over 7,600,000 acres oi 
Crown Lands in the two sections, over 500,000 acres 
of Clergy Lands, not to mention the School Lands, 
the Indian Lands, and the Ordnance Lands withheld, 
and I think very properly withheld for the present. 
I wil trouble the House with a tabulai view of 
these land, giving the average in round numb re 
only:

CANADA EAST.
Acres.

Counties on the North side of the Ottawa 1,093,000 
Counties on North side of St. Lawrence 1,378,000 
Counties on South side of St. Lawrence 1,544000

try between the Ottawa and Lake Huron 
could never sustain a numerous population 
—and this is precisely the same country, 
geologically, which we find open to settle
ment in Lower Canada. [Hear, hear.] 
This is precisely the character of the North 
Shore counties between Montreal and Que
bec, where, if ever Canada stands at bay, 
in defence of her separate nationality, it 
must be with her back tv that great Lauren 
tian chain of high lands, which trends away 
from the Saguenay to the Ottawa and from 
the Ottawa to Lake Huron. [Cheers.] 
Another subject inseparably interwoven 
with the object of my committee, is the re
presentation question. We cannot be blind 
to the fact that at the Union, Lower Canada 
contained some 200,000 more inhabitants 
than Upper Canada, and that now she eon 
tains 200,000 less. This is an actual de 
crease of nearly 500,000, in twenty years. 
For does any rational man really believe 
that this disparity can continue, and yet 
that equality of representation can be up
held. If not, what then is the obvions 
remedy ? Have the limits of population in 
Lower Canada been reached ? Are her cul
tivated lands all taken up ? So far from it, 
that I am satisfied, Mr. Speaker, from all 
the evidence taken before the several com
mittees over which I presided—from all the 
reports of surveyors and geologists and men 
of business, that even below Quebec the soil 
and the climate will not be found materially 
different from the soil and climate of the

not to the names of the committee.
Mr. Pope said that the Eastern townships 

were not sufficiently represented on the com
mittee proposed. -

Mr. Hooper objected to the committee as 
not embracing representatives from those 
portions most interested on the subject.,

Mr. Macdougall was disposed to support 
any well digested plan to induce immigra
tion to this country, and hoped the commit
tee would do something and adopt, such a 
system as the country desired. He objected 
however to the composition of the committee 
as containing more Lower than Upper Ca
nadian members. He hoped that Atty. 
Gen. Cartier would consent to change it, 
for if not the Opposition would be compelled 
to resort to the remedy of having the com 
mittee struck by he House.

Mr. McGee, aver consulting with Atty. 
Gen. Cartier, procosed the following as the 
members of the munttee : Messrs. Alleyn 
Robinson, Foley, Loranger, Drummond, 
Jackson, McDougall, Robitaille, Tachereau, 
DeCazes, Desaulniers, Pope, O’Halloran, 
Huntingdon, Abbott, Scott., Benjamin, 
Dunsford, Dickson, Portman, Haultain, Mc
Kellar, and the mover. He said that this 
would be satisfactory on both sides, as there 
were twelve Lower and eleven Upper Ca
nadian members on the Committee, and thir
teen Ministerialists to ten Opposition. This 
was as just a distribution as could be made.

Mr. Morris said the Ottawa district, was 
not sufficiently represented, and suggested 
the addition of the member of North Lan- 
ark.

Mr. McGee, with the concurrence of Atty. 
Gen. Cartier, added the names of Mr. Bell 
of North Lanark, and also that of Mr. 
Dawson of Ottawa.

The motion was then carried.
Mr. Bureau moved the appointment of a 

select committee to take into consideration 
the Colonization of the wild lands of Lower 
Canada.

The motion was carried, and the commit
tee appointed by the mover.

Mr. Laframboise moved the appointment 
of a committee to examine the petition and 
allegations of Pierre Tetrau an old militia
man who fought in defence of his country 
and exposed his life in the war of 1812, and 
praying for a grant of land in recompense for 
his services.

Atty. Gen. Cartier said there were two 
statutes bearing on such matters; one of 
them granted a pension of nine pounds a 
year to militiamen who were wounded in the 
war, and the other granted the same parties 
six pounds a year. The petitioner did not 
state that he had been wounded, and only 
asked a grant of land for services, the reward 
given to all militiamen who had served in 
the war, but the land set aside for that 
purpose had all been given away, and in 
1850 a stop was put by law to all further 
grants of this kind. If Mr. Tetrau failed 
to get land to which he was entitled it was 
his own fault; and it was impossible at this 
late day to reopen and admit such demands. 
Abundance of time had been given, and if 
militiamen neglected to put in their claims 
the Government could not be held respon
sible.

After a long discussion in which Messrs. 
Bureau, Rankin, Sicotte and Foley support
ed the motion, and Messrs. Dufresne Drum
mond and Atty. Gen Macdonald opposed it, 
the House divided, when the resolution was 
carried—Yeas, 49; Nays, 48.

Mr. Crawford moved an Address to His 
Excellency for a return showing the money 
expended by the Crown Lands Department 
since the Union in making colonization 
roads, and the cost of the number of miles 
opened in Upper and Lower Canada respec
tively—Carried.

Mr. Taschereau moved an Address pray
ing for copies of the contract made by Simon 
Xavier Cimon for the completion of the 
Court House and Prison at Malbaie and all 
correspondence and other details on the 
subject.

Mr. Cauchon had no objection to bring 
down such documents as were in the posses
sion of the department, but he did not 
think all those asked for could be furnished.

The motion was carried.
Mr. Crawford moved the House into 

Committee on Thursday next, to consider 
the resolution imposing a tax upon gas 
manufactured by Gas Companies—Carried.

Col. Haultain moved for a return of the 
number and condition of the volunteers at 
present recognized by the Government— 
Carried.

Mr. Scott moved the second reading of 
the bill to amend the Separate School act of 
Upper Canada. He briefly explained the 
object of the measure, but did not propose 
to go at length into it at that late hour. If 
the House allowed it to be read a second 
time he would refer it to a select committee, 
together with the bill prepared on the same 
subject by the Superintendent of Education 
for Upper Canada. When reported by the 
committee it would come up for discussion.

Mr. Morris objected to the second reading 
without discussion, and moved the adjourn
ment of the House.

Mr. McGee hoped the bill would be allow
ed to go to a Select Committee, in order 
that it might be considered at an early 
period and not be thrown back till late in 
the session, when many members would be 
absent.

Attorney-General Macdonald said the 
House might allow the second reading pro 
forma, without thereby recognising the 
principle of the measure. There might be 
a mutual agreement to discuss it when the 
committee reported, but if objection was 
made it was clear the bill could not be pro
ceeded with at that late hour.

The motion of Mr. Morris was carried 
and the house adjourned at one o’clock.

April 29th 1862.
The following bills were introduced and 

read a first time:—
By Mr. Benjamin—Bill to consolidate 

part of the debt of the Municipality of the 

By Mr. Dorio^-Bill to erect the town

ships of Wendover and Sampson into a sepa
rate Municipality.

By Mr. Macbeth —Bill to amend the 
charter of the London and Port Stanley 
Railway Company.

By Mr. Wright- Bill to charge the Cor- 
poration of the City of Toronto with the 
cost of taking care of certain persons main
tained in the gaol of the United Counties 
of York and Peel; also a Bill to amend the 
Act providing for the conformation of cer
tain road allowances in the Township of

By Mr. Langevin—Bill to amend the 
Act incorporating the Pilots for and below 
the harbor of Quebec.

By Col. Haultain—Bill for the relief of 
certain subscribers ta the Stock of the 
Peterborough and Port Hope Railway Com-

to them as may be found ; secondly, a return 
of the number of vessels owned in Canada,hear.]

Mr. Drummond said he favoured a liber arregistored and unregistered, distinguishing 
interpretation of the statute. If the Gov- EE -■inland from seagoing, and steamers from 

sailing vessels, for each of above periods, orernment had refused to give consideration 
to the case, it was proper to bring it before 
the House.

Mr. Cartier said he thought that the pe
titioners never had applied to the Govern- 
ment. If it were otherwise, and the papers 
were lost, the government should be applied 
to again. The Government resisted the 
motion, because granting a committee would 
open the door to speculators.

After remarks frm Messrs. Laframboise, 
Loranger, and Langavin, Mr. Foley con
trasted the conduct of the Government now 
with the course they pursued in the case of 
Mr. Clark Gamble.

Mr. Attorney General Macdonald spoke 
at considerable length, strongly opposing 
the motion.

The House then divided.
YEAS.—Messrs. Archambault, Bell, 

[North Lanark,] Beaudreau, Biggar, Bour
assa, Bown. Brousseau, Bureau, Burwell, 
Cockburn. Connor, Cowan, Daoust, DeCazes, 
Dickson. Dorion, A Dufresne, Evanturel, 
Foley, Gaudet, Harcourt Haultain, Hebert, 
Hooper, Huntington, Jobin, Joly, Kierskow- 
ski, Labreche, Viger, Laframboise, Lebou- 
tillier, Loranger, McDowell, McGee, Mowat 
Munro, Notman, Patrick, Rankin, Remil- 
lard, Rymal, Scatcherd, Sicotte, Simard, 
Somerville, Stirton, Street, Sylvain, and 
Wright—49.

NAYS.—Alleyn, Anderson, Ault, Baby, 
Benjamin, Blanches, Carling, Cartier, Cauch- 
on, Chapais, Crawford, Dawson, Debou- 
cherville, Denis, Dessaulniers, Dostater, 
Drummond, Joseph Dufresne, Dunkin, 
Dunsford, Ferguson, Fournier, Knight, 
Langevin, Macbeth, Atty. Gen. Macdonald, 
McCann. Morin, Morris, Morrison, Morton, 
O'Halloran, Pope, l'ortman, Prevost, Price, 
Robinson, Robitalle, Rose, J. S. Ross, Ryer- 
son, Scott. Sherwood, Taschereau, Tasse, 
Tett, Walsh, and White—48.

The motion was declared carried, amidst 
loud Opposition cheers.

Mr. Scott moved the second roading of 
the Separate School Bill for Upper Cana- 
da. He explained the provisions of the bill, 
but said that the Chief Superintend nt of 
Education for Upper Canada had prepared 
another bill, and he was willing to refer 
both to a Special Committee.

Mr. Morris moved that the House ad
journ.

Mr. McGee opposed the adjournment. 
He hoped the second reading of the bill 
would be allowed.

Mr. Patrick supported the adjournment.
Mr. Foley inquired whether the Gov 

eminent would introduce a bill on the sub
ject.

Mr. John A. Macdonald urged the House 
to consent to the reading of the bill and its 
reference to a Committee, as a matter of 
courtesy, without committing members to 
the principle of the bill. The Government 
he said, had no intention of introducing a 
measure on the subject.

Mr.Haultain said he always understood 
that voting for the second reading pledged 
members to the principle of a measure.

Mr. Burwell said he would oppose the 
bill at every stage.

Mr. Foley thought that the Government 
were trying to shirk responsibility, and that 
the bill was really theirs.

Mr. Scott denied the complicity of the 
Government in his movements.

After some further discussion, Mr. Car- 
tier said the Militia Bill would be taken up 
to morrow, and the House adjourned.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
The night, after our report left, on motion 

of Mr. White, a return was ordered of the 
names of all persons, municipal officers and 
others, who arc in default in payment of 
moneys received by them, payable to the 
Receiver General on account of tavern 
licenses.

The House resumed the adjourned debate 
on Mr. Scott’s motion of Monday last that 
the bill to amend act respecting Separate 
Schools in Upper Canada; in so far as re
lates to Catholic Separate Schools, be now 
road a second time.

Mr. Morris opposed the bill. He pointed 
out the groat difference which existed be
tween Upper and Lower Canada, rendering 
the establishment of sectarian education in 
the former incompatiable with the thorough 
education of the people. The passage of 
the bill would be the insertion of a thin

as far back as any record existed ; thirdly, 
a return of the number of miles of plank, 
gravel and macadamised roads constructed 
in each county of Upper and Lower Cana
da, distinguishing Government, municipal 
and private enterprizes.—Carried.

Mr. Simpson moved for a select Commit
tee to enquire into and report upon the 
charters granted to certain Banks, especially 
the Bank of Clifton and the Farmer’s Bank 
of Canada and for persons, papers and re
cords ; such Committee to consist of Hon. 
Mr. Galt, and Messrs. Howland, Street, 
White, and the mover.

Quebec, May 1.
The debate on Mr. Scott’s Separate School 

Bill was resumed.
Mr. Biggar opposed the measure, which 

he considered calculated to destroy the en
tire Common School system of Upper Ca
nada.

Mr. Notman denied that, the Common 
School system was unjust to Roman Catho
lics. It bore equally upon all religious 
bodies. He was unwilling to see the child- 
dren of parents belonging to different sects 
divided. It was far better to educate them 
together, thereby encouraging tolerant feel 
ing among all classes of citizens.

Mr. Street spoke strongly in favour of the 
principal involved in the Bill, though there 
were some cf the details which would re
quire alteration. Ho understood from Mr 
Scott that the Bill was approved of by the 
Chief Superintendent of Education for Up 
per Canada.

Mr. Morris said he had received a tele
graph stating that there was a letter from 
Dr. Ryerson, in the Leader, opposing the 
Bill. (Heal)

Mr. Scott explained his allusion to Dr. 
Ryerson’s position.

Mr. Street admitted that he had misun- 
derstood the hon. member's remarks.

Mr. Walsh supported the Bill.
Hon. Mr. Foley twice asked the Govern- 

ment whether they had had any communica- 
lion with Dr. Ryerson on Mr. Scott’s Bill, 
and whether he had pronounced any opinion 
upon it. Mr. Scott had said, the other 
night, that Dr. Ryerson had expressed his 
approval of the Bill to a member of the Gov
ernment. Had the Chief Superintendent 
given his opinion?

Atty. Gen. Macdonald finally denied hav
ing any communication with Dr. Ryerson 
on the present Bill. He had a draft bill 
from Dr. Ryerson containing the leading 
features of the present bill ; but he supposed 
his (Dr. Ryerson’s) objections were to other 
features ot Mr. Scott’s Bill.

Mr. Wilson pointed out objtecionable fea
tures in the Bill, and thou h opposed to 
many clauses in it, he could not vote to re 
ject it altogether. Ho desired to see it re
duced nearly to the present law. He had 
no objection to a change which, while not 
enlarging the principle of Separate Schools 
would secure more harmonious working. 
Unless the Bill were a simple measure al 
lowing a union of Separate Schools in rural 
districts, he should vote against the third 
reading.

Hon. J. B. Robinson spoke strongly in 
favour of the Bill, but contradicted Mr. 
Ferguson’s assertion that he had secured 
his re-election by promising to support a 
Separate School Bill.

Hon. Mr. Foley asked Mr. Robinson if 
he had not pledged himself, if elected, that 
he would relieve Toronto of certain indebted- 
ness, or resign his seat in the Government.

Hon. J. B. Robinson denied that he had 
ever given any such pledge.

Hon. Mr. Foley read from Mr. Robinson’s 
speech, as reported in the Leader of the 
17th, pledging himself that he would no 
longer hold a seat in the councils of the 
country if he did not relieve the people of 
Toronto from £112,000 of taxation.

Hon. J. B. Robinson—When I pledged 
myself to that, why did I do so? Was I 
to be behind my opponent in giving pledgee? 
Everybody knows how these things are con- 
ducted. [Great laughter and cheers from the 
Ministerial benches.]

Mr. McGee said he had been associated 
with the Upper Canada Opposition since 
his entrance into Parliament, and had given

and the reported value of the annual produc
tion on those new lines of road. I have still unsettled parts of Upper Canada be
taken the Crown Lands Commissioner’s fig- tween Lake Huron and the Ottawa. There 
ures, and I find that the result in each acc
tion of the Province, as reported by him

with us two regions to the north andare
south of the St. Lawrence, what are com-

stands thus: —
Roads in Upper Value of Pro-

Canada. Acres, Settlers, ducts in 1861,

monly called “the St. Maurice country" & 
the “Eastern Townships;" we have abund 
ant evidence, obtained at great expense to 
the Province, of the extent and resources of 
both these regions. Popularly, the Eastern 
Townships are tolerably well known,—that 
instead of a quarter of a million they are ca
pable of sustaining three or four million 
souls, is generally admitted —but the St. 
Maurice is a co nplete t. fra incognita. The 
summer traveller who hears steam blown off 
at night at Three Rivers, seldom knows 
that he has just passed a great river which 
200 miles from its outlet is still a great river 
which drains a country larger than all Scot
land—and as capable as Scotland of bearing 
its three million of inhabitants. (Hear, hear) 
Why is this great valley shut up from the 
native and the emigrant alike? Why does 
the crowded passenger ship and the laden 
steamer pass by its port, Three Rivers, 
year by year and day by day ? When I 
last spoke on this subject in this place, 1 
mentioned a statenent which had appeared 
in a local paper, that opposition to its 
settlement came from a member of this 
House [Hon. Mr. Turcotte.] The paper 
referred to has since withdrawn that state
ment, and I am happy to refer, unsolicited, 
to the correction, for I could not believe that 
any Canadian statesman would be capable 
of entering into such a conspiracy against 
any part of her Majesty's subjects. [Hear, 
hear.]

I confess, Mr. Speaker, I am deeply ner- 
viously anxious about the emigration of the 
coming spring. If it is botched, we shall 
be all disgraced, and the fair fame of the 
Province will be deeply compromised, but 
I trust we will be able to handle this diffi 
cult interest firmly and wisely, as well as 
tenderly. The subject should enlist all our 
sympathies, for in one sense, and that no 
secondary one, all men are emigrants or sons 
of emigrants. The history of our species is 
a history of emigration since the first sad 
pair departed out of Eden, when, 
"The World was all before them where to choose 
A place ot rest, and Providence their guide.” 
In these latter days, the sons of Adam and 
the daughters of Eve renew the ancestral 
experience—obeying the divine ordinance- 
“go forth and fill the earth and subdue it." 
In the eyes of the frivolous and the vain, 
such wanderers may be adventurers, and 
the term adventurers may be made to mean 
anything that is base and disrespectful. 
But all the civilization of the world has been 
the handiwork of just such adventurers. 
Heroic adventurers gave Greece her civiliza
tion; sainted adventurers gave Rome her 
ehristianity ; the gorified adventurers cele
brated in history established in Western 
Europe those laws and liberties which we 
are all endeavouring to perpetuate in Amer
ica. Let us rather, then, as adventurer has 
lost its true meaning, let us rather look up
on the emigrant wherever born and bred as 
a founder, as greater than kings and nobles, 
because he is declined to conquer for him- 
self and not by the hired hands of other 
men, his sovereign dominion over some 
share of the earth's surface. He is the true 
founder who plants his genealogical tree in 
the soil of the earth, whose escutcheon bears 
what Cowley so happily called the best 
shield of nations—“a plough proper in a 
field arable." Mr. Speaker in the spirit of 
a broad uncircumscribed Canadian patriot
ism, which knows in this House, in any leg
islative tight, neither nice nor religion, nor 
language, but only Canada and her advance
ment, I beg to move for the fifth time for a 
committee on emigration and settlement.

Addington..............796 27
Bobcaygeon ........ — —
Hastings.................. 960 88
Muskoka............. 300 62
Opeongo................ 416 40

$38,562 20 
3,0007 10 
44, 418 15
4,900 23 
36,746 32

Total U. Canada 2,427 217 154,634 00

Roads in Lower
Canada. Acres

Elgin Road... 731
Matane Road..7°5
Kempt Road.,.305

Value of Pro- 
ducts in 1861. 
$15,000 72

4,443 15
1,317 70

Settlers, 
29

14

1,741 43 $20,761 57
The colonization raid expenditure last 

year in Lower Canada was over $52,000, 
and for that very considerable sum we have 
43 new settlers added to the pioneer popula
tion, at a cost of about $1,000 a settler. 
We have, it is true, made sales to the 
amount of $126,000; while we have given 
away free grants to the amount of nearly 
10,000 acres, which, according to the statu
tory limitation of 100 acres the grant ought 
to give the Province at least 100 such sett 
lers. It may be that on some of these free 
grants, settlement duties will be commenced 
the present spring, but it is evident that tak
ing 1861 by itself, the acres granted are not 
represented by the required number of gran
tees. (Hear, hear.) In Upper Canada, 
also, we have only 217 instead of 300 new 
settlers for 30,000 acres—but even this is a 
nearer approximation to the requirements 
of the law than has been made in Lower Ca
nada. It would be instructive to know what 
proportion of these "free grants,”’ so freely 
advertised abroad, were taken up by emi
grants, and what portion by Canadians ; but 
I believe there is, at present, on official in
formation to that effect—unless it may be 
supplied in the Report of the Minister of 
Agriculture, not yet in our hands. [Hear, 
hear.] Another important consideration 
for us at this moment remains to be taken 
up. Mr. Speaker, we were invited, as you 
will remember, in his Excellency's speech at 
the opening of the semion, to consider the 
highly important subject of our military de
fences, and we have assured His Excellency 
that we will give our best attention to that 
subject. I have full confidence that thia 
House will keep good faith with His Excell
ency; but, Mr. Speaker, I deny that we 
can wisely consider the subject of our de
fences apart from the subject of our popula
tion. [Hear, hear.] Nay, more ; we must 
consider it ia connexion with the growth 
of that American population who alone 
could ever ci 088 in anger our interior bor
der. Our boundary is theirs, but on our 
side there are about 2,500,000 inhabitants, 
while in the nine States that touch our 
frontier there are nearly 20,000,000. Does 
any one believe that we could hold our own 
with odds against us ten to one? Allow 
everything you please for people defending 
their own soil—allow everything yon please 
for Imperial assistance—the disproportion 
between the two populations is so enormous 
as to inspire many among us with the con-

Total disposable in Canada East

CANADA WEST.

In Ottawa and Huron country
Continuations ol Lennox Fortenac, Ad- 

dington Victoria Simeve and part of Nip- 
using

District of Algoma
Fort William (Lake Superior)

Total disposable in Canada West

4,015,000

600,000

1,170,000
200 000

64,000

2,094,000

Lands disposable according to C. L. Commissoner’s
Report, fir the year ending December 31st, 1861 .—

Acres.
2,031,229]
5,593,833 

7,615,0624

Canada West.

Canada East

Total Crown Lands in market
This domain may be diminished at the 
rate of a million acres a year—by 10,000 or 
20,000 one hundred acre farms, and the 
decrease will be supplied by the new surveys, 
on which the Province keeps constantly 
employed from 200 to 300 Land Surveyors. 
A per centage of this immense domain is 
very properly given away in “free grants" — 
to what extent that per centage may be wise
ly extended I am not now going to dis
cuss, but the average price at which the 
other lands of the Crown, disposed of by 
sale, are sold, cannot be considered exorbi
tant. In Upper Canada the average price 
obtained in the sales of last year was, for 
the Crown Lands $1.25 ; the School Lands 
$1.50; and the Clergy Lands $2.50; in 
Lower Canada, the average prices were, for 
the Crown Lands less than 50 cents, and 
for the Clergy Lands less than $1 per acre. 
Considering that on these purchases five 
years' time is usually given, and that a first 
instalment of 10 per cent, is all that is 
usually required, it is evideut that the first 
cost of our public lands cannot be any great 
difficulty to the more general settlement of 
our waste territory. Are there, then, defects 
in the machinery by which the lands are 
disposed of—are the formalities formidable 
—are the surveys inaccessible—are there 
hostile combinations? These are all con
siderations of the utmost importance for this 
House, and especially for the committee 
which I have proposed. Before quitting 
this point I cannot but remark on the exis- 
tence amongst us of certain landed monopo
lies, which, I fear, have given Canada a 
bad name for a poor man’s, country to get. 
I allude to such corporations as the British 
American Land Company and the Canada 
Company, and speaking of these great com- 
panies of land jobbers, I was sorry to see. 
Sir, by the Crown Lands report for this 
year, that Mr. Vankoughnet had disposed 
“of ten townships en bloc,” in the Ottawa 
and Lake Huron tract to another of these 
companies. I know that the late Commis- 
sioner, to whose great administrative abili
ties I have always cheerfully paid homage, 
intended and stipulated that settlement du
ties should be rigorously exacted of this new 
company. But who is to answer that his sue- 
cessors will be equally resolute? Who is to 
guarantee the Province that a corporation 
rich enough to purchase, will not be influen- 
tial enough to hold up these tea townships 
at an excessive figure, and so keep back the 
surrounding settlements? What has been 
our experience of these large landed com
panies? They all come into existence with 
the fairest possible professions towards this 
Province. The Canada Company and the 
British American Company were created by 
Royal Charter, before the days of Responsi
ble Government, so we are not fairly an
swerable for them, as we shall be for others, 
if others are to be created by our own action. 
I have no disposition, Mr. Speaker, to ex- 
aggerate the evil, in our state of society,

viction that it is a mere question of time,
when it must come to our turn to be de
voured by our gigantic neighbor. I feel, 
Sir, that these fears are neither weak nor 
fanciful—but I still hold that if we use our 
present opportunities as we ought—if we fill 
in our frontiers with a sturdy yeomanry- 
if we create and establish a peasant pro
prietory trained from youth to the use of 
arms — that Canada may yet pretend to an 
independent existence on this continent. I 
have no knowledge of military affairs, Mr Parliamentary.

_- LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Quebec, April 27.

The order of the day for the resumption 
of the adjourned debate on Mr. McGee’s 
motion for a select committee on immigration 
and colonization having been called,

Atty, Gen. Cartier addressed the House, 
and suggested the following members to 
form the said committee :—Messrs. Robi- 
taille, Tachereau, Remillard, Alleyn, De- 
Saulniers, DeCazes, McGee, Loranger, Ab
bott, J. 8. Macdonald, R. W. Scott, Robin
son, Benjamin, Dunsford, Carling, Dickson, 
O’Halloran and Portman. He said the 
question of emigration was a very important 
one, and should be referred to a committee

inducemenits to immigrants. The member 
for Montreal West, who h d moved the 
resolution ably presented the question to 
the House, and had given many facts re- 
garding emigration from the British Isles 
to the United States, but he did not appear 
familiar with the reasons why Lower Cana-

Speaker,but I would beg the attention of the 
House in considering our defences, as well 
as the present subject to a glance at the 
map of the country, both the populated and i 
unsettled parts of it, and to the inquiry i 
which arises from even such a glance, what 
connexion existe between the distribution of 
our people and their resources for self-de- 
fence ? It seems probable that we shall all 
be obliged to study the whole map of the 
country hereafter, more than we ever did 
before ; and it is impossible, it seems to me, 
to east even a cursory glance at it without 
feeling that we occupy one of the most pecu
liar positions—that our population, so far is 
the most peculiarly distributed of any to be 
found anywhee else, in this part of the 
world. Our great central valley from 
Cornwall to the Saguenay is banked on both 
sides with settlements facing to the front, 
and not extending on an average, except up 
the lateral valley of the Ottawa and in the 
direction of the Eastern Townships, 50 miles 
from the St. Lawrence. We have thus a 
long narrow riband of population, one- 
seventh the breadth of its own length, e 
singularly shaped a country as eye ever 
beheld. East of the junction of the Sague-

them his hearty and unlimited co-operation, 
but he was free to confess that the course of 
this debate satisfied him that the religious 
liberties of the minority of Upper Canada 
were safer in the hands of the Conservative 
than of the Reform party of Upper Canada. 
For no earthly reason, for no party consider- 
ation would he hesitate to make his choice 
in favour of those men who would guarantee 
not merely in theory but in practice the 
liberties of the Roman Catholic minority. 
Though extensively acquainted with his co 
religionists in Upper Canada, he never knew 
a single Roman Catholic — except the mem 
bers for Cornwall and Glengarry—who were 
eppoeed to Separate Schools. The hon. 
gentleman complained that it was an act of 
discourtesy to move the six month’s hoist to 
the bill. He would not have been surprised 
had Mr. Ferguson taken such grounds, but 
it was unworthy of the reputation of Mr. 
Morris. Mr. McGee spoke at considerable 
length, going ever the argument* in favour 
of the measure.

Mr. Medougall would be sorry to part 
company with the honourable member for 
Montreal, bet the member* of the Upper 
Canada Opposition must vote as ‘they 
thought right, and * they had been in- 
structed by their constituents, without re- 
ference to the consequences. He knew the crust Fee Muermcae by the 
Government with the members of the de- 
nomination concerned, * the elections. 
Neither had he any doubt that the Govern- 
ment hadpromised what the President of Rory itir mo. play in the House again. Mr. Robinson’s

wedge by which our Common School system 
would be destroyed. If the proposed con
cessions were made to Roman Catholics, 
other bodies, as they bad an equal right, 
would demand similar concessions. He 
had endeavored to look at the question as a 
matter of groat public importance, He had 
hoped to see laws enacted in this country 
which would build up a great and harmoni
ous school system ; but he confessed that he 
almost despaired of that great object being 
secured. He had no doubt that a majority 
would bo found to vote for the second read
ing of the Bill; nevertheless he felt it incum
bent on him to resist it, believing that it 
went far to destroy the present common 
school system. The hon. member who had 
charge of this Bid said he simply wanted to 
put Upper Canada on the same footing with 
regard to Schools as Lower Canada. But 
the spirit and genius of the institutions of 
the two sections of the country were al- 
together different. The spirit and genius 
of the education of Upper and Lower Ca- 
nada wore suited to their respective peoples 
—the education in Lower Canada being of a 
religious caste. He admitted that dissen- 
tient schools were conceded to the minority 
in Lower Canada1. But at the same time, 
it was wisely provided that all the schools 
in Lower Canada should have competent 
teachers, who had passed a Board of Exam- 
ners, and that schools be subjected to in- 
spection.— [Hear hear.] He said that 
this was a wise provision, and it ought to 
be applied equall y to the separate schools of 
Upper Canada as to dissentient schools of

ore largely settled. He alluded 
to the difficulties which had stood in the 
way of such settlement, chief among which 
had been the Seignorial Tenure. Most of
the diffonities on this hand had happily beennay with the St. Lawrence our population 

is carried down to the gulf by the south 
y Lart 

Lawrence and the Great Lakes. -The 
peopled part of the province thus presents

largely removed, and within the 
years a greater number of acres of unsettled 
Led has been sold in Lower Canada than in 
Upper Canada. Lower Canada had net 
shown it was not indifferent to the immigra- 
tion 1—tion, and be treated the legislation of late years would have the effect of develop- 
ing its resources and increasing its popula- 
sion He defended his colleague the Minis- 
ter of Agriculture against the attacks of Mr. 
McGee, to which attacks he was not justly open, because he had not yet the

of these great Land Companies, but it is my 
duty to state to this House, that both

last two
the

Eastern Townships, where the British Am- 
erican Land Company still retains en bloc 
many thousand of acres, and in those coun- 
ties of Upper Canada in which the Canada 
Company retains its vast reserves, that they 
are generally looked upon as lets rather 
than as aids to

or along.tantertle. letter -
a waving Lesbian line, which to my eye.
neither a line of beauty nor of grace, nor of*.settlement. They allow their lands to lie waste, unless they can get 

their own exorbitant prices, or iflhey lease them itisofen only to make them Bik Hy for
defensive strength. At and above Cornwall this twist of population is determined by the 454 Ine of latitude, but there is noM 

any such peculiarity in Lower Cana-
L

to have clea 
obliged to g 
tions of whi 
wrote down a

da. From the Ottawa to the St, Maurice, 
and from the St. Maurice to the Saguenay


