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they overcame every opposition, with unswerving res the allevial
tion they surmounted every difficulty, until they snap@lld fixed Chr
asunder the chains which bound the minds of men in (888s never for
most abject and degrading slavery{ and raising ti§88 soul, but,
voice in-tones of thunder, broke the spell of supersti hting up the
and waking the world from the sleep of ages, bade soner in his
think and act for himself. erous kindr
Another striking illustration of our sabject may@re imperish;
found in the characters of these who contended so n Who can th
for civil and religious liberty in the seventeenth cent assuciuling
They were men of no common cast ; but having refleg ciple, and
calmly and deeply, and having once decided upon @med the nok
course they would pursue, nothing could move them (i@ing formed
their purpose. Hngaging in a struggle in which (§vistians, the
contended for the rights of freemen, they counted ugh the wi
cost, they formed their purpose, and relying upon the
of Him whose throne is founded upon justice and | Yilliam K,
.ment, they commenced the conflict. Their ene of conflic
might make- them the subject of their ridicule, and ten upon th
upon them' the most reproachful epithets, yet, when illustration
met them on the council floor, they found they posss throngh hi
that immutability of purpose which the breath of mdnce that for
could never change ; or on the battle field, that ug here is no ¢
querable spirit which nothing could subdue but deatiilfe observed
king who could make the most solemn promises, and Prominent]
Jate them. as soon as made, who could commit acts (fbined with
greatesttyranny without the leastscruples, mightthreifley display
inflict upon them his hottest displeasure ; but it movellilled to the fry
their steadfast souls. They could endure the pain 0 a few of {
penalties that a tyrant coult{inﬂict, but they could uiect to a clos
crifice the rights of man ; they could submit to die GEERTY manner ¢
as a summer’s evening, but they could not sur@ness of mip
their principles. The work they performed was @Ciples whicl
calculable value. 1Its effects were not confined sim| d not be tq
the British Isle, but the impulse was felt throu he storn
nations of Europe and the wilds of America ; and flginnble fu
rations yet unborn will reap the blessed fruits of tl i the mi
morable struggle. Had they been men of less pins for cent
and less firmness, civil and religious liberty wou g of the y
now been as unknown in the British Empire as
many of the nations of Europe. emptation m
We might point to numerous instances orm 3 still,
viduals who possess these traits of character@@Purity, he c
very remarkable degree. Howard exhibited thigedness and s
very striking manner. Follow him in all his wanlill of a dunge



