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- SOME RlYS OF LIGHT,
‘The d:n*mon in tlie city council Fri-
y. on the proposed C. P. R. agree

t was largely a clearing away of cob-
bs from the aldermanic mind. In the
urse ‘of the debate these facts uppaxr o
1ve beeu made clear:—
l-That nnder ‘the agreement of 183 the
. P. R. 4vas only bound. to’ prond» 2d-
ional xﬂi'ﬁovements on  the property

mil‘Way This included the strip. 1,600 feet

V

ol

"

i then own..
i “factory afleast to-tlie majority may be gr-
" yived at.- The city wauts the berths, the

and 200 feet wide, down the Beacon

i ‘-:,'I’hah'&h; onb‘, &d_ditiéng_l wharves they
could build '#o’uld‘ be along: that strip,

which' _t.h te” harbor master declared to

M as the sttlp is only 200 feet wide,
riiore Jand from the city.

ﬂmt to construct such berths there,
to bhe d\ﬁcult nature of, the work,

qf 'huvmg some of the
mdy “for mext winter's business.
.l‘hn _the civic . committee went te
tneal .to press this proposal, and per-
‘siifided the.company to agree fo.that rather.

i ""F)i'ms phn of -oxtension south of

poi olit ‘that:o servi 'f'ﬂn new berths
they -must :liue more yard room; - and

L) muatxon with ‘the alder-
men he Wteﬂ the water lots as a suit-
be filléd in to prov -ide yard

I !
; IO—TImt If ‘ngw the city decides not to
go on Wlﬂl\ tlw South Rodney wharf
! propoamon it wdl be stultifying itself and
wng stwsht back on all it has oeen urg-
_wng for the last year or soras the proper

fact oourse o gl

11—THat if the South Rodncy sive I8
abundomd ‘there will be no new berths on
he west mdc for several years to come.
‘Of course this does net touch the. ques-
. tion of the cﬁt’y itself bmldmg the wharves,
but only | ,one “alderman e“prcﬂsed himself
yuurdny ,m Iavor of the mty underfaking

L {he work. ~One only declared that the C.

.P. R. should do-all the work themselves.
" Aside front ‘the queshon of the water lots,

’j_ and C. P. R. control of berthing. vessels
' at the new. wharves, the rest of the alder-

men woultl mob&bly have voted in favor
of the rest of the agreement. These two
questions are to be threshed out on Mon-
day.

. Several of the aldermen thought it
necessary to protest against any harsh
criticism of the C. P. R. This, in view of
all the circumstances, appears to be reas-
onable. A: civic, committee went to the

- company, dxsc\msed the whole matter as a

busmess pmpos:hun, and came befere the
council with the result. If the C.F

gots the water lots it must spend a very
large amount. of money on them, and on

its railway™ fucilities to handle freight for.
the additfonal-berths. And -every dolar |

it spends bere . anchors it more securely to
this winters port., There is also the pos-
sibility that the city may get back again
the 1,600° feét: along” ‘the Beacon bar. It
may be tlui :m arrapgement can ‘De made
by which the company will agree to get
along mth Tess: than forty acres. One
aldarnum sa ‘s ‘he does not think the com-
‘pany will:, modi x the agreement, .others
believe it Will.; It is now established that
granting g.hqse water Jots would not neces-
sarily shat another éompam out from
going in and. bmldmg other yards right in
front of them, with room for wharves be-
)ond tlmt. agiin. It mlght be that the C.
P. R. wou]d agree to an arrangement
wherc\»} “another company could use its
tracks.

The whole . quesnun is worthy of the
mest careful consideration by the council
and the cjtizens at large. Those citizens
who have -been waxtm" to hear what the
aldermen lyld to say should now. express
ie}\s, s0.that a decision satis-
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railway bomp:my wants yard room to:serve

them. These are the vital questions, which
involve the others, all of them of import-
ance to the future of the port.

THE VERGE OF WAR.

The withdrawal of the respective em-
bassies from St. Petersburg and Tokio
doubtless means war. Russia as usual en-
deavers to attach the blame' to her rival,
but whatever professions of peaceful in-
tent may have emanated from St. Peters-
burg during the past few months it is ap-
parant that in this struggle Russia is the
aggressor; and the war, if it is now to
break out, is a result of her dogged and
unscrupulous pursuit of an age-long policy,
to absorb piece by piece, as opportunity
offered, the territories of northern and
eastern Asia.

The position of Japan is perfectly clear.
With her it is a life or death struggle,
and she doubtless feels that she cannot
afford to wait.

If hostilities ‘are begun one of the earli-
est events may be the greatest sea-fight of
modern-times, for Russia has a- flect near
Port Arthur, and Japan has as large; if
not a larger one, cruising in Korean waters,
in such a position as to prevent a juuctibn
of the Russian fleets at Port Arthur and
Vladivestock. ]

Russia is said to have a small army on
the Yalu River, on the border of Korea,
and both nations are reported to have
troops ready to make a dash for Seoul, the
capital of Korea. But the early part of
the war would be conducted: chiefly at
sea. I

Various statements have been given out
respecting the relative strength of the
Russian and Japanese fleets, likely to
clash almost immediately after a declara-
Ltion of war. The New York Globe and
Commercial Advertiser gives the following
as the probable line-up for the battle, and
if it is approximately correct the advantage
lies with Japan:

. JAPANESE.

RUSSTAN.
Battleships.
Tons. ! Tons.
Orel....0 ..13,600 Mikasa.... ... .15,200
Crarevitch 13,110 Asaki.. .. . .15,000
Retvizan 12,70 Hatsuse.. .. ....15,000
Perésviet. ..12,67¢ Shikashima .. ..14,860
Probieda. . : 12.61‘4 Yashima.. .. ....12,320
....... 160,960 Fuji.. 012,320
Patropavlovsk.. 10960 Chen Yuen.. .... 14,890
Pollava....,..... 10,960
Protected Cruisers.
Naniwa.. .. .. .. 5,70
Chitose..-.. .. .. 1,70
Kasagi. .. .-4,750
Takasago. . . 4,300
Haghidate. . L 42
Jtoukushima . 4,87
Matsushima . 4,207
Yashino.. .. . 4,150
Takashiho . 3,500
Toushima.. .. .. 3,420
Nitaka.. .. .. .. 3,82
Akitsaushina.. .. 3,150
Idsumi.. .. .. .. 3,000
Setmad... ... 2,700
Akashi.. 2,700
Chiyoda.. . 2,450
Armored Cruisers. :
..-12,886 Yakumo.. 9,850

Gramovoi. ...

e
a2

3

lgg 3

Total..l.....x 166,314 Total .. .. ..
Torpedo Boat Destroyers.
Russian, 12; Japanese, 19.
Torpedo Boats.
‘Russian, 16; Japanese, T6.

"It has been stated that Japan has made
secret preparations to destroy a section of
the Trans-Siberian raikway, separating
Russia’s eastern ports from their base of
supplies, but that is perhaps mere specula-
tion. It may be taken for granted, how-
ever, that Japan is well informed regard-
ing the available resources of Russia, since
she has been steadily preparing for the
conflict that now seems inevitable. And
she is probably better informed concerning
the war resources of Russia than is the
latter concerning ‘those of Japan. The
Japanese officers doubtless have maps and
:plans, and a vast deal of valuable infor-
mation which they could easily secure, and
which they knew would sooner or later
be required. The hope of Japan lies in
crippling - the Russian fleet, throwing
 troops into Korea and Manchuria, and
dealing a staggering blow before the Rus-
sians could launch across Asia sufficient re-
inforcements to cope on even terms. This
would be a task, however, of great magni-
tude. Russia is believed to have a large
army in Manchuria, and the Japancse
would be deficient in cavalry. Russia
would be on the defensive there, which
should give her a marked advantage. The
struggle, therefore, if it is now precipitat-
ed, will be extremely bitter, and may be
of long duration, having also associated
with it possibilities from the contempla-
tion of which the mind turns with a shud-
der.

8
" §

-JAPAN AND RUSSIA.

The same year that saw the confedera-
tion-of the Canadian provinces witnesed
the ascent to.the throne of the present
emperor of Japan. His country had not
yvet been awakened from tthe shumber of
centuries, nor quickened by contact. with
western civilization. She had. practically
no navy, and ther army was ill-trained
and worse -arnred. But the new- emperor
was a-man of ideasand a man of action.
He sent officers to Furope and invited
l:um]mm officers to Japan. He wus sup-
ported b_‘ far-seeuw statesmen, and al»
thost us if by magic a transformation was
wrought. The army of Japan was tiained
and armed in European style, a navy of
modern battleships was purcbased and the
world was made aware of the fact that
new power, strong, ambitious and aggres-
sive, had sprung into existence in the far
east. The war with China demonstrated
the fict: and later, when soldiers of
Japan joined those of Europe in the
march to the relief of the legations at
Pekin, . the -little yellow men were AWays
at the front, fighting with splendid gal-
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'qummed by ’chmt of any oE thesr dhes,
Since that time Japan has nurenwthencd
bath her army and navy, mlprepan*mn
for the inevitable conflict with Russia.

For it was inevitable that these two
nations should be rivals. During more
than three hundred years Russia  had
been pressing eastward to the sea. Within
the last few years her great aim of build-
ing a railway—the - ‘Irans-Siberian—was
accomplished, connecting St. Petersburg
with the port of Vladivostock. Bui that
pont was not sufficient to her needs; and
she found an opportunity to secure Port
Arthur, and obitain a foothold in the
northern Chinese province of Manchuria.
Japan watched all this with a jealous
eye. Other nations, too, were interested,
and Russia was called upon to evacuate
Manchuria. This she promised to do on
the 8th of last October, but on one pre-
text or another she has remaimed. She
had also succeeded in depriving Japan of
the fruits of the latter's victory over
China, and sought to prevent the latier
from obtaining a foothold. in Korea.

Korea is a peninsula jutting out from
the coast -of China, and has been de-
scribed as an anrow pointed at the heart
of Japan. Under Russian control it would
enable the latter to domiinate and threab:
en- the very existence of Japan. Pori
Arthur is south of Korea, Vladivostock
is morth «of it, and ‘Russia would be able
gradually to extend the sphere of her in-
fluence toward and over the peninsula.
1 her advance is ever to be checked by
Japan it must be done now, while her
Trans-Siberian Tailway fs still but a single
track, making difficult the rapid transfer
of troops over the thousands of miles from
European Russia; and while her fleet: in
eastern -waters is regarded as dinferior to
that of Japan. For Japan has preity
nearly reached the limit of her expan-
sion until she can secure new territory,
and she is therefore in a better posmon
to fight than she would be a few years
hence, during which time Russia would
be steadily moving troops eastward and
strengthening her hold on Manchuria.
And if Japan ds to expand it must be in
the direction of Korea.

Russia’s . violation of her .pledge to
evacuzte Manchuria reveals not only her
aims but her wtter lack of scruple in their
accamplishment. From the Japanese
standpoint, therefore, delay would mean
defeat, while there is now -at least a
possibility of ecrushing the Russian fleet
and crippling her. army in Manchuria and
the valley of the Amur.

Nor can the rest of Europe or  the
United States regard with indifference
the gradual absorption of China and the
defeat of Japan by Russia. For that is
what it all means. If Russia gain her
ends now, it will only be a quesiion of a
few years when she will find excuse and
opportunity to press. farther sowth. If
she could secure control of Cuina,  the
next move would be westward ‘toward
India, and on towird the epmplete con-
quest of Asia. Patiently, steadily, with
unbending purpose through ‘the cen-
turics sie has gurud this - aibn.
Were there mno greater obstacles
than  the dull and half-civilized
population of China, the task 'would not
be difficult; but Japan must now _be
reckonedl with, and po&%bly other nations
whose commercial interests in the far
east would be adversely affected by Rus-
sian domination.

The attitude of China is an element of
uncertainty, but one that might have a
good deal to do with the fortunes of tihe
war. It is hardly conceivable that she
would . remain quiescent ‘if the  struggic
were prolonged. Her government must de-
cide whether it is better for them to
join their fortunes with ‘those of Japan,
or those of a European race. They have
fought with Japan and suffered defeat;
but they have perhaps less reason to trut
the Russian, whose seizure of Manchiria
is suggestive of fonture possibilities mot
likely to reassure the oriertal mind.

What the attitude of other mnations
might be it is impossible to foresee. 1L
would much depend upon the develop-
ments of the struggle. Should Japan win,
the fruits of her vistory would not be
disputed by any other country, since
those most interested have more in com-
mon with her than with Russia.

A HEART TO HEART TALK.

The London Weekly Times of Jan. 12th
published a letter written to a friend in
England by Premier Seddon of New Zea-
land, who has a very striking way of €x-
pressing his views on public questions. He
is an ardent supporter of preferential
trade, and the New Zealand parliament
has proved its faith by enacting a tarift
law which gives a large preference Lo
the whole of the rest of the empire. It
has also passed a bill which prevents any
but British shipping. from engaging . in
coastwise trade between New Zealand
ports. Referring to, preferential trade
Mr. Seddon renned thcse vigorous sen-
tences:

“I have noticed this matter is causink a
great’ diversity of opinion at home. Iox
the life of me I cannot understand why
people worship a fetish and doggedly ad-
here to a condition of things which fifty
years ago was applicable and profitable,
but which owing to the altered conditions
and the treatment meted out to Great
Britain by other nations erecting fiseal
barriers against British goods rendeis it
mecessary  that . something should  be
done.”

Dealing with a question on which he is
an unquestioned authority, Mr. Seddon
points out an interesting fact, when he
says: “America’s imports of goods into
this country have increased by over onc
million pounds in five years. A good many
of the leading lines should have Lean taken
from the motbcrhmd Whether or not
they. do anytmn«v in the mohaex copnlry,
we hme put on ‘them an extra 4Mpe1

lantry, and maintuining a discipline - not

s
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othm, and this ought to p\e the ., British
manufacturer a good shot.”

With engaging frankness, however, the
New Zealand premier tells his fellow Eng-
lishmen (for be is himself a native of
Lancashire and by profession a mechanical
engineer), that in his opinion they must
wake up.

“My experience,” Le writes, “has taught
me that the DBritish manufacturer and
merchant have a great deal to learn. The
manner the (termans have of doing their
business is far in advance of the English
methods. Then, somehow . or another,
they manage to get the freights reduced.
You can get heavy lines of goods shipped
from New York or German ports at from
20 to 30 per cent. less than you can get
the same goods carried from British ports.
Take one line in particular—bottles. They
are carried in Bntish ships from Germany
at 22s. 6d. per ton, and from London di-
rect at 40s. per ton.”

And then 'this - entertaining statesman
addresses himself to the ,qgesmon of fs;;e
cpen door and {ree trade,

“I know,” he says, “‘that the Bnmhcrxs
slcm o move, and that the mother coun-

ry generally goes for frec trade and the
opm door, but the open-door pohcy i
now exploded. It is an open hell to the
British working man anod his employer
when he has a vast American and Ger-
man competition to contend with. You
hear it said that ‘trade follows the flag.
Take it from me, old friend, it is all
nonsense. It is nothing of the sort. Trade
follows the ship, and the people trade
where they can 'get the best terms, be
quickly served, and get the articles tney
want.”

During the period of the conferences
of colonial prémiers in London in 1897,
and again in 1902, Premier Seddon was
gsomewhat freely criticised . by the press
because of his habit of talking with great
freedom on a variety of subjects. In the
main, however, in his treatment of im-
perial questions, he express pretty fairiy
the colonial idea; and his picturesque
utterances present' some wholesome truths
to the British ‘mind.

THE COUNCIL'S ACTION.

No harm can be done by continuing
negatiations with the C. P. R. pending
further ‘information from the government
regarding its intentions. It is perfectly
clear that unless the .government intends
to make this a national port, and provide
all the facilities as required for a steadily
increasing business, the'city can no mote
grant to'the governieht than to a private
corporation’ such- 3 measure of contiol:of
the ‘harbor frontage as woud be unphed
in the telegmm of ‘the minister oi rail-
ways to the mayor. That pmpom&xon is
that if the government does the dredging.
noiv asked for the city shall not' alienate
in any tway any unegdeupied ‘harbor front-
age without the sanction of the' govern-
ment. Thete fsa refefence to the “possi-
bility of other mx_lwa.ys seeking accommo-
dation -in ‘the mear future, necessitating
ndd.\monal expendltureg" but ‘that “is not
a pledge of ‘any sort. The city council, as
guardians of the city’s iterests, could not
agree to Mr.  Emmerson’s proposition
without fuller information and the abso-
lute assurance that:the port would be
made a - national one.” They find them-
selves: face .te, face with a definite set of
facts. More wharves are needed. If they
will undertike to provide necessary yard
room they can get those wharves without
a cent of cost to the city. That is one
proposition. There is no other definite
proposition before them at this moment.
They night assume that the government
proposes to do everything for them, but
the government has not said so. It is
assumed that the transportation commis-
sion has submitted an interim report, but
antil the text of that report is submitted
and the government makes a full state-
ment of its intentions there is nothing
definite before the council except duie pro-
posed . agreement, with the C. P. R. By
going on with the negotiations the council
does mnot pledge itself to complete them,
nor bind itself in any way until final
aovion is taken. 1f in the meantime the
government submits & more satisfactory
proposition there is nothing to prev ent its
acceptance. But in the meantime there is
no reason why the aldermen should sit
with folded hands.

There was no polx‘t.it.xl bias in yester-
day’s vote at the' council. At least, il’
there was it did not affect the  result.
Some strong Conservative party men
voted against further negotiation with the
O. P. R, and some voted for it. The
like was truc of the Liberals. It was in
no sense a party vote.

Natirally, great interest will be felt in
the reply of Hon. Mr. Emmerson to the
mayor’s telegram, and it will be universal-
1y hoped that the g. vernment stands ready
to make large nceded expenditures for the
proper equipment of the port, in addition
to the dredging required for the berths
which are immediately needed. At least
one of the aldermen thought it necessary
yesterday to express an wtter disbelief in
the good faith of the C. P. R. There was
no more justification for that than there
would be now for doubting the good faith
of the government, and the thing for the
council to do is to go on with the nego-
tiations with the C. P. R, continue its
correspondence with ‘tae government, and
bring matters as qu: ickly as possible to a
point where it avill be possible to see the
way clear for the provision of some new
bertus for next winter.

The \pplh.xll on of the N. B. Southern
railway for additional yard room is very
properly to bLe made a matter for con-
sideration, as well as the return to the
city of the 1,600 feet extending down to-
ward the beucon; and also a provision for
tue entrance of other raihvays to the
harbor front, and the resereation of neces:
sary sewerage vights ‘tirough guy property

cent: fon some lines and 20 per p;nt on ¥

»;mrlted These are very! mlportmvt ﬁmtl o
fications of the original supgestion’ of t
C. P. R. that the nvater lots should be
granted to them outright; and if they
now agree to these changes the proposilion
bears an enlirely different aspect.

It is not giving the government any
cause for complaint that the council ask
for further information regarding ils in-
tentions, before entirely abandconing nego-
tiations which a few weeks ago scemed to
offer the only hope of securing additional
accommodation in time for nest winter’s
business.

THE WAR.

While it may be taken for granted thas

a wiate ol war mow 'px‘actlcalh existe he-
tween Russia and Japan, it is impocsl le
to form a clear conception of how soon or
under what circumstances the first severe
conflict may occur. It is suggested in the
dmpatchm that the lack of mOneV to pro-
gecute the war with vigor ~may canse
futther time to elapse before the serious
work begine, but one can ecarcely belisve
that Japan would withdraw her ambassa-
dor if she had not counted the cost and
felt henself to be in readiness for battle.
But there may be eomething in the sug-
gestion that the Russian fleet will play a
waiting game, keeping the fleet of Japan
manouevring, and avoiding a decisive en-
gagement until the army in Manchuria
has been put in the best pocsible fighting
tnm Should the Rusian fleet be quick-
Wy " crushed, Japan, as pmmed out yewter-
day, would be free to throw her armiea
into Corea and Manchuria. 1t is of course
posble that Japan will force a naval en-
gagement. She has kept her own counsel
€0 well that her policy is merely a mat-
ter of conjecture, but the fact that she
has broken off negotiations ehould matur-
ally be followed by decisive action. Other-
wise there wou'd be no object in throwing
down the gage of conflict so abruptly. The
exact lceation of the Japanese fleet has not
been pceifively learned, but ome despatch
stated that it was cruising off Wei-Hai-
Wei, which is about 150 mlles eouth of
Yort Arthur, to which the Russian fleat
appears to have rather hurriedly returned
a few days ago. It appear to be ressoa-
ably certain that the fleet of Japan i in
that neighborhood. The map which The
Telegraph prints today will enable its
readens to study the situation more clear-
ly than without such aid. The small Rus-
sian floet at Viadivostock would of couree
be of little or no account if the larger one
at Port Arthur were defeated.
. The follow'ng summary of Russian plans,
sent ‘from Vladivostock by a press cor-
respondent on Jan. 8th, is given for what
it may be worth:

Russia trusts to torp"dnes of latest type,
and to the ravag:s of winter to insure vic-
tory over Japan.

The plan of campaign is, first, a naval

battle; second, a (defence of the Yalu
River; third, a retreat to Harbin; fourth,
Lc«m‘c-}. mids to cut off.Japanes® com-
munications, -and; fifth, harassing of the
Japanese army, declmated by winter, and
foreing it to abandon siege of Port Arthur
and evacvate Corea.

General Kouraptkin; it is believed, will
command the land troops, the campaiga
demanding special administrative ability,
while naval and political matters will ve-
main in charge of Admiral Alexeiff.

Ths new wireless torpedoe:- it is confi-
dently -hoped, may ' destroy - the greater
part of Japan's fleet.

If not, the line of the Yalu River will
be ﬁ"d‘(hlgl) heid, Corea being given up to
Japan. ‘The Russum fleet will try to pre-
vent Japan invading Manchuria by at-
tacks at Chemulpo, Mokpo and Masam-
pho, or retreat to Port Arthur.

A cuccessful landing of a Japanecse army
on the mainland will be followed by Sey-
thian methcds on the part of the Rumwian
tnoops, Port Arthur being considered able
to withstand a siege of eighteen months.
Ruseia will trust to wearing down Japan,
drawing her on to Harbin and 'protrautm«
the war until winter compels the Jap-
anese to retreat, while improvement of
the Trane-Siberian railway will enable
Russia all the time to send reinforcements
and supplie~.

Finally, if the Japanese euffer, as antici-
pated, a disaster like  thwt which over-
whelmed Napoleon ﬂnoaah his retreat
from doscow, the Rusians expoet an up-
Ics: ing in Japan against foreigners of every
nation.

Had to Give up
and go to Bed.

Several Doclors Attended
Bat Did Noood.

bave to stop
a while, Theo
give up altogethe:
| had several docton
did me no good.

cculd get no o reli until urged by a friend
to try Milburngl Heart and Nerve Pills.
Before I had yffed three quarters of a bo»
I began to fgfl the benefit and by the time
{ bad takegfthree boxes [ was completely
cured.”

Miiburn's Hurt and Nerve Pills cure
nerv 1 palpitation ol
the beart, -knp beats, and all troubles
arising from the heart or nerves.

Price so cte. box, or 3 for $1.35, al
dealers, or

ke .« 1 5. ¢ i) st
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. ATTEN[MNCE

There is a compulsory echool nttendme
act in operation in Halifax, which ie ap-
parently producing fairly good results.
Under the act a fine not less than one nor
more than twenty dollare may be impos-
ed. Of cowrce the authorities do not wieh
{0 prese casc to a fine if it can be avoid-
ed. The following interccuing etatement
concérning ‘he working of the act has
been given by Chairman Hoben to the
Evening Mail

“Finst we notify ]mlults that the child
las been alwent and in the Jarge majority
of cases this accomplishes our object,. and
there 15 no further trouble. However, if
it fails to accomplésh- the desired result,
the parents are summoned to appear be-
fore the executive committee of the
board, and furnich themn eatisfactory rea-
eon for the abwence of the child. If the
reasons given are not eatisfactory, then
the derelict parent is summoned to ap-
pear befors the stipendiary magistrate to
be dealt with under the act. 1 think mno
fair-minded person can claim ﬂmt this
course is \md.uly severe. With regard to
truants as the law now setands, if a child
is absent for a period of not less than ten
days, he is summoned to appear before
the magistrate, and ‘if the charge is
proven to be true, he i gentenced to St.
Patrick’s Home, or' the Industrial School,
or perhaps the Ot'phdlmge The sentence,
how "ever, ig contu ngent on good behanor
and eo the culprit has & second chance.
Should he, however, be again guilty of
truancy, he must stand his sentence. I
may eay the law is found to operate well.
Thare are several amendments proposed.
One of these limits the time before which
the law becomes operabtve to five instead
“of ten days, and another authorizes the
truant officer to apprehend and take to
school whildren found to be habitually
roaming the sireets.

“I can give you a few figures if you
wish them <which speak for themselves.
As showing the correctness of my state-
ment that our finst letter to parents usu-
ally has the desired effect 200 notifications
were issued last year, omly 30 appearing
before the board. The alertness of the
truant officer appears to be having its
logical result in a gradually decreasing
truancy list, as shown by the following:
1809, 43 convictmns and 36 commitments;
1900, 46 convictions, 35 commitments;
1901, 38 convictioms and 32 commitments;
190‘..’, 31 convietions and 23 commitments
The ﬁgureq for the present year would
hardly give a fair idea of the present state
of nﬂmm as the term is mot over.

MANITOBA IN THE LEAD.

An interesting diseussion on the Cham-
berlain programme is now im progress in
the Manitoba legislature. On Wednesday
last Premier Roblin moved the following
resoiution:

“That ‘this bouse strongly commends
and endorses the policy advocated by
Right Hon. ‘Joseph Chamberlain, involv-
ing cemtain fiscal changes nwithin the em-
pire, and is of opinion that the inaugura-
tion and putting into practical effect of
such a policy would be of paramount im-
portance ‘to the people of Manitoba.”

Hon. Mr. Roblin delivered a vigorous
address. in support of the resolution, and
Hon. Mr. Greenway, leader of ithe opposi-
tion -on Thursday moved an amendment.
He did mnot oppose the principle of pre-
ferential trade, but awhile endorsing Mr.
Chamberlain’s or some such policy, said
furthermore that the people of Canada
should make sudh substantial re-
ductions in the customs duties as would
enable British manufacturers ito secuve
an increased market for their goods in
Qanada in return for a preference on
Canadian foodstufts.

The interesting fact in connection with
the resolution and amendment is that
both are in favor of the prineiple of pre-
ferential trade, and in a sense an en-
dorsement of the Chamberlain programme.
Other provincial legislatures will doubtless
discuss the question also during the pres:
ent year.

NOTE AND COMMENT.

Mr. R. L. Bovden, the Conseivative
Jeader, will address the electors of Fast
Lambton at Watford on Friday next, and
on one other date yet to be fixed.

«a & o

The dredge New Dominion is at work,
but it will evidently be some time vet
before the council will be in a po-ition 10
call fer tenders for timber.

- * -

This is nomination ,ﬂay in this city, and
the rival candidates will have an oppor”
tunity to discuss from the same platform
the issues of the campaign.

* - -

Civic affairs at Rossland (B. C.) are in
a chaotic condition. The Retormers, by
a majority of one, have dismissed a'l the
chief munidipal officials and there is
deadlock in administration.

- -~ -

A few days ago The Tt’leél‘i\p'n publish-
a letter frem o correspondent urging that
an eaquiry be instituted with a view t0
the preservation of the shad fishery of the
Bay Of Fundy ond the establishment of
ing etations. Today we pubish @

for on the subject of stocking the =%

‘| This paper i fiet id 2 poemoa to disctim
the quuﬁoﬁ from u eeientifie: .tmadpoi’n

but the suggestion made is worthy of con-
sideration by those interéstéd, and vrho

have epecial knowledge of the aub;_eqr of
Caiadian fisheries. 5
- - -

This afternoon 'the city councilf will
resume discussion of the C. P. R. igre&
ment and probably decide whethep any,
effort will be made to provide more Eteam
ship berths before next winter.

® * & 3

Fifty dollars a year increase of pay to
each of 3,000 school teachers in Chicago,
says the Boston Globe, means 3,000 new
spring suits, with 3,000 new spring bats
and gloves and boots to match.

- % -

The decision of the Lnghsh educunoual
authorities to revise their text books and
tell én them the truth about Canada, in-
stead of a medley of grotesque absurdi-
ties, has not been arrived at a day, 1ov
soon.

* ® =

The severity of this winter in Canada
has not been paralleled for very many
years. In eome Ontario towas, owing to
the Liocking of railway traffic, industries
and in some cases even houscholders are
running short of coal. :

» - -

If the city council decides not to go on
with the steamship berths at South Rod-
ney wharf, it will be open to thie charge
of getting dredges” from the government
under false pretences, and the old- cry,
will be renewed that St. John mever
knows what it wants. The situation is
certainly m~te1e~nbmg

* * *

The debate on the Chamberlain policy
was concluded in the Manitoba legielaturs
on Friday. The house divided on party
linecs on Mr. Greenway's amendment; af-
terwards JMr. Roblin’s motion was carried
by an usanimous vote. The legislature of
the pralne province is thus on record in

favor of the Chamberlain programme of
preferential trade.

L e Gl

Sir Wilfrid Lauier did not tell his
hearers in Montreal Jast week what modi-
fication in their contract the Grand Trunk
Pacific people are seeking. And <yet more
people want information on that point
now than on any other question in Cana-
dian politics. They know that trouble has
arisen, and they are anxious to learn
what it is and what it is likely to cost
the country. For the Grand Trunk Pacific
aﬂ'alr is by no means a gettled one.

® & e

The terrible conflagration in Baltunore
is one of thos2 calamities which. now and
then befal a community, wiping out alike
the fortunes of the Tich and the modest
homes of the peor. Happily this one hus
been attended by ecarcely any Iss of life,
but it will take a long time for the city
to recover from the blow. But it is a
city of grext and growing trade, and -the
amaterial ravages of fire can {!.I\'-'d}'h' in timne
be  ovelcome, J. L o many e -dissster
meane a compl ete re-casting of their ways
of life, and the destruction of fond hopes
and cherished plans.

- - -

The benevolent instincts of street rail-
way corporations is very well illustrated
in the experience of the city of Kingston
(Ont.) The company asked for permis-
sion to double track a portion of one
street. The city council decided that it
would not be in the interests of the city to
grant the permission. The company de-
cided to retaliate. They claim that un-
der their charter they neel only Tun oue
car every six months, and they have given
notice that on Monday next they will tie
up every ear on their system of eight
miles. If they are foolish enough to do
that, the provincial legislature will ))}0'17‘
ably be asked to cancel their clharter.
Even a taxpayer has some rights.

~ Dr. Wood’s

yend to my sur-
se I found d{ relief. I would

i if it cost $1.00 a bot-
commend it to everyon®

coggh or opli.’ -
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