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THE ESTIMATES.

The Provinclal Secretary is a cheer-
fui cuss. In spite of a deficit of three
hundred thousand dollars, he deliber-
ately, wilfully and with malice afore-
thought presents to the legislature a
budget for the current year in which
he estimates a surplus of ten thou-
saxnd, six hundred and forty-two dollars
end thirtyfive cents. He might at
least have dropped off the thirty-ive
cenis In order to make it even money,
for really the peeple of New Bruns-
wick will not worry whether he saves
that thirty<five or not.

Mr. Murray has prepared a
pretty program,—no great {mprove-
ment over what he had last wcar, of
ccurse—but in view of the experience
past ‘wo months certain
more optimistic proposal might nave
been expected. He doesn’t worry over
cneé hundred and thirty-four thousand
ot an acknowledged deficit, or tiree
hundred thousand dollars actual de-
ficit, nor even a bogus surplus of
thirty-one thousand dollars. These
things mean nothing at all to Mr.
Jdurray, for matter of fact he
Jdoes not spend the money. He collects
he bills for Mr. Veniot
but chiefly for Mr
faith in the min-
work: He
Tol the Honorable Peter
exceeded his appropriation by !
dreds of thousands of dollars last
He pays no attention to the fact that
rever before in the history of New
Brunswick was there a charge to cap-
ital account for the construction of
ent roads when no permanent
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fortunately they do more than that—
they create among tne people of the
various nations suspicion regarding
the attitude of their Auies. Ilhis
policy of secrecy prevents the dissi
Tation of unrest, prohibits the con
tradiction of incorrect impressions
which are so increasingly evident, ani
Is gradually creating a feeling of dis-
trust and the belief that all is not well
between the assoclated powers. Frag:
centary reports touching on the atti-
tude of one or other groap of del>
gates appear in the press of Rurope
and America without explanation as to
the positions taken, or the sentiments
entertained by those at variance. One
ay we are told that President Wilson
dominates the conference, on another
that the European powers are disgust
ec with his shiftless policy of idealism
arc procrastination. We are advised
from London that Wilson has the
whole United States behind him, while
Paris is informed by special cable that
he has embittered even his own
friends by calculated disregard of
their views. We learn from Paris that
th¢ British, delegation yields to Am.
’ but New York
that United States representa-
tives are blocking the proceedings of
the conference by {ll-advised insistence
in endeavoring to force their views on
the gathering.
Many thousands of words are cabled
across the Atlantic overy day from

Jren who are supposed to be the best

living correspondents, but who in this
particular matter are apparently using
their abilities to conceal rather than
to present the truth regarding what fis
teing done. After several months of
practically continuous sessinns the
German armistice has been twice re-
newed, a compromise has beem reach-
ed whereby German merchant suipping
will be taken over by the Allie
powers at a price payable In food, and
that before very long a preliminary
will be drafted. Of the
terms of peace for which the confer-
ence assembled there is not a wora
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down to cases, Mr. Murray |
He dm-,—:‘ﬁ'i
subsidy by|

ex.|

; |
veatr, mind you.|

it stay
’ |
omission in the|
. |

Foster's rosy fore-|
of what was about to happen in |
to terri-|
and|
!

cost
Ottawa. Bu
revenues

n it con

torial from st

He
ty thou

Mr. Murray sh has

put in one hundred and t

1oyvalties,

e on that accoun*
Certainly, i
after those
friends of the government who have
stumpage dues, re-
f the cuts, and d2-
of its due, Mr.
have a fair ckance of col-
ired and twenty

sand dollars incr

Pearhaps he m

get it
keep

the Opposition

been dodging the
g the return

province

du

priving the

Al

ting- his one hu

thousand

N¢ doubt the Opposgition
will be pleased to im along this
line.

f thousand dollars

Trc t admission tax. Last

A s only five thou-

at was for only a portion

r, and the opinion was that

would produce thirty

The present estim-

is a f money to take out of

the peop ely out of the pockets

of the poor people who find their prin-

ement in the cheaper pic-

It 11 be a pity if Mr.

that much. There are

lot of folks who need the money
nmiore than he does.

Motor vehicles are put down for
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Apparently the patriotic and war

poses assessment is not to be con-
ued this year. Having taken one
hundred and twenty thousand dollars
fiom the people in what was nothing
more nor less than sheer robbery, the
Foster GGovernment is prepared to let
matters slide and to make up in other
ways what it may lose from this
source. These are the only items in
vated receipts which are worthy
¢f comment. All the others are of a
routine nature. A new figure appears
in the form of public health fees, but
this estimate is a very small propor-
tion of the prospective expenditure,
end need not be regarded as belonging
to the estimates; Mr. Murray is very
ricderaie indead, although there are
some little things open to explanation.
It is in this. very moderation that his
clieerful spirit so strikingly appears.
Knowing kis colleagues as he does,
how Mr. Mjurray can keep down his
their expenditures is a

guesses -
mysteryfgbut of course these are only
esidpatef) and members of the Veniot-

Foster Government are not bound by
them nor by votes passed by the Leg-
felature. They will simply go akead
and -spend whatever they please, ac
t! ey have done in the past, and trust
t+ @ merciful providestice w0 heln them
<ut of the hole.
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THE PEACE CONFERENCE.

e most important news in the
lorld today is being created at the
pole; conferenee in Paris, and the
world knows nothing about it. Such
ecraps of information as are being
given out serve only to conceal the
‘frue tendency of thre proceedings. Un-

We know nothing in respect to the
{deas of the assembled powers in the
matter of compensation for wrongs,
punishment of criminals, restitution,
o1 future relations. Apart from the
demobilization of Germany, concern-
ing which no definil¢ iaformation has
been given out, but which i{s perhaps
proceeding leisurely, there is no ac
tion either in process or contemplated
with respect to Russia or Turkey, nor
name of Austria-Hungary,
Germany’s willing tool, appear very
frequently in the conference reports.

The proceedings «. the conference
are shrouded in silence, and from all
that the people of the allied countries
are able to learn, are typlcal of that
secret diplomacy against which there
Las been. such wide-spread protest
and which it was Intimated would not
be permitted to influence the
destinies of world powers.

British comment, and in fact press
comment in all the allled countries has
ol late been severely critical of the
methods adopted at this conference
and the charge is made on all sides
that to the delay in dealing with im
portant subjects and to the intermin
able discussion of minor pointg, may
be traced the growing unrest in cen:
tral Europe The feeling prevails
that unless the peace conference soon
gets through its principal duties the
task before it will be much
serioug than it is todaf.

———— et

HOUSING LEGISLATION.
The Attorney General of Nova Scotia
ives notice of leg‘slation to provide
feirer rentals for dwelling houses and
ts restrict the eviction of tenants
While it is true that such legislation
will be applicable to all parts of Nova
Scotia, Halifax is suffering most se-
verely, just as in New Brunswick St
John finds it particularly difficult to
provide accommodation for its. resi-
dents at anything like a reasonable
price. Halifax has experienced excep-
tiomal conditions during the past few
years. Big business has been the or-
der, with a consequent influx of new
residents. Money has been plentiful,
wuges high, and profits large, with the
result that advances have been very
marked in every item of househeld
expense. Naturally, because of the ex-
cessive cost of construction, and of
the great efforts which had to be put
forth in the way of reconstruction fol-
lowing the explosion, there has been
little done in the way of providing new
homes for rental under private owner-
ghip. As a matter of fact, the bullding
record of Halifax is no better in this
respect than is the record of 8t. John,
and it is felt in the Nova Scotia capi-
tal that the very marked increases in
rentals which have been demanded by
property owners are due almost whol-
ly to the great demand for accommo
dation which prevails, and are not jus-
tified by such increases as are found
in taxation, cost of repairs and other
maintenance incidentals. It is prac-
tically impossible to secure & home in
Halifax at the preseat time without
spending & very much larger propor-
tion of one’s income than should be
required for this purpose, but it is ex.
tremely doubtful if conditions there
are any worse than those which exist
in St. John where there has been no
construction in recenmt years,” ‘dmd
where the gradual growth of the city

does the

lenger

more

wm works out. If it
proves”at &I aliee there will be
an ungen E'“’lmwm 8t. John,
Monoton and other  New Brunswick
towns for similar action on the part
cf our government.
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|/ THE McQUEEN REPORT,

In spite of desperate attempts of
‘The Telegraph and Times, and a fow
of the smaller fry employed to defend
the Venlot-Foster adiministration, the
McQueen report has fallen flat. Une
fortunately for the Government, ihe
people of this Province have clearly
recognized the methods which prompt-
e4 this investigation, and knew the
cullbre of the men conducting it
They realized trom the beginning that
this dnquiry was not undertaken for
the purpose of promoting political
wvurity, but that it was a Jeliberate at-
tempt to fvreck the public reputations
of certain political opporents. Revog-
nigng this condition, the public gener
ally, ‘who had observed the methods
employed by the commissioner, anti
cipated exactly such a report as has
heen presented, and the people of this
Trcevince who knew the records of the
mon condemned by that report also
know enough about the present ad-
ministration and its tools not to be
surprised at anything it may do.

Had the McQueen report been pre-
pared by a man holding the respect of
the people, at the instance of & gov-
ernment deserving of any respect
whatever, a different view might have
been taken of it. But under present
conditions the worst that Mr. McQueen
end his employers can say about those
political opponents does rot lessen in
the slightest degree the opinion in
which they are held by the people as
a whole.

et et
THEY APPRECIATE IT.

The Standard has received the fol-
lowing letter from a prominent busi-
oess man of Sherbrooke, Quebec,
which will be read with pleasure by
miany who are devoting their time to
the subject referred to: “As chairman
ot one of the citizens' committees
looking after the protection of return-
ing soldiers. I have frequent occasion
to meet troop trains from St. John,
and I feel that you might like to know
that scarcely a train passes through
but we hear from the men expressions
of appreciation of the great kindness
and attention shown to them by tho
people of St. John. As a result of this
attention the men are invariably in a
very happy frame of mind when they
reach here, and no doubt they  are
greatly benefited as a result of the
%kind manner in which they are receiv-
ed in St. John.”

+—4

WHAT THEY SAY |
+

Consequences.

Detroit Free Press: It is said that
idleness in Germany is leading to dis-
aster. This, however, is what comes
of being too busy making war to do
any advance thinking.

Indemnity Angle,

New York Herald: Restaurant ban-
dit is pursued and captureq by waiter
he failed to tip. A few more instane-
es of the sort will place tips in a class
with health insurance premiums.

Something to Worry Over.

Juffalo Courler: Canada has begun
seriously to consider the question as
to what would become of that country
as a fishing resort under permanent
and no bait.

The Bulls Eye.

London Free Press: The old Cana-
dian cent is no longer to be minted.
A smaller coin will take its place.
The only members of the community
likely to resent the change will be
the “Kiddies,” who may fear that if
the cent is made small the tempting
“bull's-eye” will suffer a propcrtion-
ate shrinkage.

An Infectious Disease.

London Daily Express: Bolshevism
is a nasty disease, and very catching.
Unlike influenza, however, its origin
and species are fully recognized, so
that indculation may follow. It might
be well to catalogue it as a crime.
Murder, manslaughter, treason, trea-

son-felony — and Bolshevism. Why
not?

+ +
| A BIT OF VERSE |
+ 4

The Flashing Axe.

(By W. T. Duncan.)
Here's to the flashing axe
That cleared a glorious way
For the men who fought and wisely
wrought
A road for an empire's sway.

Hark to the mighty crash-
Its echoes are ringing still—
Which brought the trees to the sturdy
knees,
Of men with a conquering will.

Hark to-the children's ery,

In fancy heard today, »
When the savage yelled and the rifle
held .y

The ruthless foe at bay.

Rifle and axe and spade,
Honor, and trust in God;

These wers the tools that made
The road that nation trod.

Thus have the ‘men of the west
Sprung from & gallant page
With the power 'to hew, to dare and

As a"*ﬁﬂoelesi heritage.

Proud should their children be
That their fathers’ sires were men
Who mapped & line -from brine to
brine
| Withr o flashing axe for a pen.

Then, here's 10, the flashing axe

Lae brought about conditions of seri-
ous discomfort to many. It will be
iuleresting to watch how  the Nova

And the men that knew no fear,

Ods boddykins, met
use to speek Mke that all
Jest in one day? I sed.

book youre reeding, sed ma.

one, )

I.wunt some more buttir, gazooks.

should suffiy, eed ma.
Beany, sed pop
Sir? I sed.

Wich I did.

The Common Council yesterday de-
cided to call "for tenders for the
#athing of the West Side ferry ap-
proaches, the painting of the ferry
sleamer Governor Carleton, and caps
and uniforms for some of the ferry

®amployes; to pay Milton Belyea, deck-

hand on the ferry, who was hurt In
the recent accident, forty-five per cent.
cl his wages not paid by the Compen-
sation Board, and the doctors and
medicine billa fncurred by him while
oft duty, and to accept the tender of
J. T. Knight and Co. for 460 tons of
Mexican asphalt at $27.76 per ton. In
connection with the request from Mr.
Belyea for payment of the balance of
wages not pald by the Compensation
Board, the interesting fact was brought
out that while the city was paying a
great deal more for liability insurance
than before the inception of the new
WorkWen's Compensation Board, the
protection was omnly fifty-five per cent.
today as compared with seventy-five
per cent. under the old regime. When
this fact was brought out one of the
commissioners was heard to remark:
“But they have a large office atafl to
keep up.”

Mayor Hayes presided and Commis-
sloners Thornton, Bullock, Jones and
Fisher were present

The report of the committee of the
whole as previoysly published was
adopted.

On motion of Commissioner Fisher
it was decided to advertise the paving
of Union street from Waterloo to Brus-
sels street, at an estimated cost of
$8,817.50. Commissioner Jones sald
there seemed to be general opposition
10 pavln'g under the local improvemen*
2ct, and it seemed a waste of time and
money to advertise these stroets.

The mayor and chamberiain were
authorized to meke srrangements for
the printing of the ~reports and ac-
ccunts.

Barnhill, Ewing and Sanford, ¢n he-
Lalf of their client, Smuth,
glaimed damages to the amount of
£89.50, for injuries received by fall'ig
on March 4th in front of the Royal
Hotel, fall caused by hole in the side-
walk. Referred to the commiss'oner
nf public works and city solicitor.

A communication was received from
the Nail Makers' Union, requesting the
city commissioners to keep in mind
the need for workmen's tickets, eight
for a guarter, when the new rates were
being made with the New Brunswicx
Power Co. This was referred to the
committee of the whole.

A letter from D. McLaughlan, call-
ing,attention to t'p need of a sidewalk
on a portion of Forest street, was re-
ferred to the commissioner of public
works.

A bill from the Union of Canadian
municipalities of $150 for annual dues
was ordered paid.

On motion of Commissioner Fisher,
the tender of J.: T. Knight and Co.
for asphalt at $27.756 per ton, was ac-
cepted, and amount increased from
400 to 460 tor A
Commissioner Thornton moved that
the sum of $30 be accepted from the
ick Power Co. in full pay-
> done to hose on March
Cg#inell then went into

13. Adopted.
committee and ook up the matter of

cheathing the West
proaches.
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He's bin tawking like that al? day, sed ma, its out of some book he's
reeding and its enuff to drive a persin crasy.

it dident drive the peeple krazy wen they

time, eftuoon, so methinks wy should it

redicklies? sed ma,

1 don't see mutch sents to it myself, sed pop. And we
soop and kepp on eating, and I sed, Methinks theres a heck of & Jot of
bepper in these tomatoes, gazooks.

If you domt Jike & thing you dont haff to eat it, I've told you that awt-
fen enuff, and I dont want you to cail peeple gazooks, 1 don't care wat

The boy meens gadzooks, its meerly an old fashioned exglamation.
sed pop, and ma sed, I dont care wat it is, I wont have him calling me

And we kepp on eating ou'pwmloed,uuwmmeup. Ank
Beany Potts, wat did I tell you, now this has gone far enuff, I dont

like that werd ana I dont lke eny of those werds, and if 'peeple use
to tawk like that, it was there own bisniss and theres no reason |

Can the King Anthur stuff, sed pop.
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famous Made-in-Canada Tires
and permit us to say that we
carry an extensive line of

Automobile Accessories

Let us show you these

of All Kinds.

Prompt and efficient service.
Reasonable prices—Our motto
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Whenever you sense a sick
headache, or feel a bilious
attack coming on, ward it
off by the timely use of

BEECHAM’S
PILLS

fLargest Bale of any Medicine In tha
Plo':d. 8old everywhere In boxes, 28¢,

Ferry BSuperintendent Waring said
he recommended the sheathing as a
matter of economy, not because he be-
l'eved there was any actual danger to
life under present conditions. Com-
v'issioner Bullock sald the city en-
gineer had prepared an estimate of the
cest of the work,rand the city would
supply the necessary piles to the con-
tractor. Mayor Hayes said he did not
think the jury were justified in bring-
ing iIn the verdict they did, from the
evidence given. Commissioner Jones
thought if there was any likelihood of
the removal of the ferry terminus in
the near future it would not be wise
to make this expenditure at present.
The mayor expressed the opinion that
il any change was made it would be to
build a bridge.

The motion to call for tenders for
the sheathing of the Weat S8ide ferry
approach with oak was then put and
carried.

On motion of Commissioner Bullock
he was given authority to call for
tenders for the painting of the ferry

caps and uniforms for some of the
feiry employes. Commissioner Thom-
ton asked if these contracts would
call for the payment of union wages,
and was informed that every city con-
tract contained that clause.

Commissioner Bullock theén read a
communication from Milton Belyea,
who was injured in the recent ferry
2ccident, asking that he be pald forty-
five per cent. of his wages for the time
lost, the &pmpensation Board only
having paid fiftyfive per cent.; he
also asked for the payment of the
doctor and medicine bills, the whole
amounting to $68.05, and moved the
bill be paid.

Commissioner Fisher wanted to
know why the Compensation Board
cnly paid fiftyfive per cent. of the
wages, and was informed that was
al! the law dhlled for. He remarked
that when the city was buying its
own liability insurance the amount of
protection was seventy-five per cent.,
and the premium was a good deal less.
At this stage some one remarked:
“But they have a large office staff to
keep up.” The motion to pay the ac-
ccunt was passed.

The committee then rose and the
counell adopted the various resolutions
passed.

Council then adjourned.

———————
Motive Lacking.

New York Herald: Head of Metho-
dist Temperance and Moral Board
says ocigarettes supplied to American
soldiers were filled with oplates by
tha “Tobacco Truet” Considering
the extremely high cost of opiates
and low price of cigarettes this sounds
like a direct charge of insane extrav-
agance,
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Who with swinging bladg a pathway
The j‘t: of the Pioneer,

never disappoint you if the
loaf you take from it is
“REGAL” made. -

The St. Lawrence Flour Mills Co.
Limited

BREAD BOX will

steamer Governor Carleton, and for|'

TMAVITY & SONS
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time.

& Lavalliere, or

BEver weloome is o bit of dainty
Jewelry—a Ring, perhaps; a Pendant,
Bracelet—from our
select collection which also embraces
an extensive showing of

WATCH BRACELETS

in many popular effects and thorough.
ly dependable movements,

We'd like you to see them—Call any-
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FERGUSON & PAGE

For WET or DAMP situations
with HEAVY LOADS try our

D—K BALATA BELTING
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STEEL PULLEYS—LACE LEATHER
D. K. McLAREN, Limited, Manufacturers

Main 1121 Box 702 90 Germain Street
St. John, N. B. ;
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TO ARRIVE

SEED OATS

Banners, Sensation, Gartons Abundance.

Government Inspected).

C. H. PETERS’ SONS, LTD.
St. John, N. B.

We solicit your inquiries.

THE BEST QUALITY AT
A REASONABLE PRICE

Choosing a
Watch ,

A watch is something you
should have expert help in sel-
ecting. In the standard good
makes of watches, there are
different grades and different
models. When you have these
differences explained in detail,
by gsome one who knows watch-
es thoroughly, you get the
watch best adapted for your
needs and the best value for
your money. ,

When you buy a watch at
Sharpe's you get this expert
help. You choose from & large
stock. The watch is regulated
to keep time in your pocket.
You get thorough watch satis-
faction and economy.

L. L. Sharpe & Son

Jewelers and Opticlans.
Two Stores——
21 King St

e

189 Union BQ.J

MONTREAL

REPAIR
YOUR
HOUSE
NOW

Indications are that
lumber will not be cheap-
er this year. Can you
afford to put off repair-
ing? It always costs more
in the long run.

'Phone your 'carpenter
today.
For lumber Main 1893.
The Christie Wood-
working Co., Ltd.

B8 Kein Sypwnt

‘Douglas Fir
Doors

Five panels, bead and
cove. moulded, raised
panels; in all standard
slzes.

1

Also
CALIFORNIA SUGAR
PINE DOORS
same styleg and sizes
as thvae described Y
above.
i

Ask for Quotations }
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OYSTERS and CLAMS

ARE NOW IN SEASON.

Canada Food Board License
No. ‘n-'no.

SMITH'’S FISH [IARKET

25 Sydney Street. ‘Phone M. 1704

The oldest Business Coll;:gc
in Eastern Canada.

Tries hard to be the best.

Catalogues mailed to any
address.

S. Kerr, Principal.

| EWWELLING RSt

9 WaterSt .
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PoorMansP
but its fit for a.
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vOld Tashione:

is necessary for the good
sweets our ancestors liked
booklet ““Grandmother’s
send you upon receipt of

ATLANTIC SUGAR REFINERIFS Lud.
EmeTs R S R

PORRIDGE
USE
PURIT[X QATS

Perfect for

delicious, handy, econon
moisture and fragrance
length of time, and burni
these are the qualities whi

Masteryﬂ
P

The Perfect Plug S

Slice a pipeful, fresh fron
you want it, fill your pipe
,and you will enjoy a smol
Try it.
The Reck City Tobaccs Ce.,

The Union Foundry and
; Engineers and
Ircn and Brase Castings.
West St. John o C
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