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WE WANT AN ANSWER.

Our Government proposes to estab-
lish laws for the benefit of the whole
people ; and sueh laws, if justly ad-
ministered, should secure to every in-
dividual a fair equivalent for his labor,
yet probably half the wealth of the
nation is accumulated in the possession
of about two and a half per cent.
of the population, who, to say the
most, have not done more labor to-
ward the production of the wealth
than the average of the ninety-seven
and a half per cent., among whom is
distributed the otherhalfof the wealth.
Let those who doubt whether two and
a half per cent. of the population own
half the property of the nation select
in their own neighborhood, or in a vil-
lage containing, say, four thousand in-
habitants, the twenty most wealthy
men, and see if the twenty are not
worth as much as all the rest. Allow-
ing five persons to a family, they
would amount to one hundred indi-
vidu-ls—just two and one-half per
cent. of the population. If it be found
that the twenty men and their families
own one-half of the property, then see
if they have contributed more labor,
physically, intellectually, or morally,
for the general benefit than the rest of
the villagers. 'We do not now speak
of what their wealth may have done in
hiring others to make improvements,
but of the improvements that the
twenty men and their families have
effected by their personal labor, If
they have not accomplished as much
a8 all the rest of their townsmen, and
yet own half the wealth of the town,
some wrong to the majority of thepep-
ple has been done. Not that these men
have ;not acted in as good faith, or
with as upright intentions as other
citizens, or that others would not be
equally glad to accumulate wealth in
the same manner; but we ask how it
occurs the comparatively. few have
such a large proportion ¥ They have
not earned it, for they could not have
performed the labor of building half
the town, nor of providing half the in-
habitants with food and clothing ; nor
could they have given half the instruc-
tion in the various trades and in the
scheol education of the villagers. And
if they have not done one-half the
labor, why is it they possess one-half
the property %

THE END OF THE RAILWAY
STRIKE.

.The great railway strike in Scotland
has ended, both ‘the Caledonian and
North British Railway Companies
agreeing to :einstatc the men as far as
possible and to withdraw all actions
taken against the men. for breaca of
contract, etc. In the reinstatement
preference was given to such of the
men as had wives and families de-
pending on them, and it is stated the
younger men willingly acquiesced in

in this. Considering that about nine
thousand men actually took part in the
strike, the number that will eventually
be out of work is expected to be com-
paratively small, a8 large numbers of
the blacklegs are returning to their
homes. The companies Ltave also
agreed to consider the grievances of
the men and to remedy them as far as
possible. It is believed that the day of
Jong hours for railway men is past, and
if the strike has done nothing more
than this, -that it has drawn t..e atten-
tion of Parliament to the matter, it has
done a great deal.
may not be felt for some time, but
ultimately all class's in the service
will reap the benefits. Though the

msn have been ‘beaten, they do not re-|

turn to duty hopeless and discontented
as substantial advantages have hbeen
gained, besides drawing forth the sym-
pathy of almost the entire nation. It
is certain that, had the men been better
organized, better results would have
been obtained or perhaps the strike
would not have been permitted to ec-
cur, and from this a lesson may be
learned, namely, that a good cause
without organization is not of itself
sufficient to command success. As to
the railway companies, their dearly
bought experience must have taught
them that it would have beenm better to
have given an ear to the repeated com-
plaints of their workers. They should
be able to see by this time that the
nearer an approximation to a ten-hour
working is made the more economical
it will prove. To continue the present
system of long hours is simply to fo-
ment discontent and breed disturb-
ance.

THE ORGANIZATION OF WOMEN
WORKERS.

Looking at the vast number of
women now engaged in our factories
and workshops it is surprising to find
that there has never been any serious
attempt made to organize them into a
body to work in conjunction with men
for the purpose of securing a just
compensation to them for their labor.
At present advantage is taken of their
weakness and helplessness to draw
them into competition with men at a
much less wage, although in many
cases and in many employments their
earning capacity is equal to man. Not
only is this an injustice to women
themselves, but it is proving /a serious
injury to the male worker. Until

women have been helped to plagé’

themselves in a position to command
equal pay for equal work by combin-
ation this injurious effect upon male
labor will continue to grow, and what
is now a menace to the structure of
society, if not remedied, will result in
areversal of the established order of
things. There is an old Scandinavian
legend which tells of a powerful Queen
who set her hand-maidens to grind
out gold. Through long years they
toiled on, and at last, weary of their
endless drudge, they cried out in de-
spair : “ Give us rest, Oh Queen.”
But the Queen replied : * Grind on ;
rest ye not ; sleep ye not longer than
the cuckoo is silent.” And the wearied
slaves ground on, singing as they
ground the song of vengeance and re-
volt. Inspired by the song of the
maidens a band of armed men rushed
upon and slew the Queen amid her
gold. From a modern point of view
this action was hasty, and, as the
legend goes on to show they only ex-
changed one form of slavery for
another. Had the maidens been wise
they would have formed a trades
union, demanded shorter hours and a
fair share of the product of their toil,
or struck work and stuck together to
the end, in which case they might
have come to terms and lived happily
afterwards. The necessity of com-
bination amongst women workers has
been clearly pointed out by Lady
Aberdeen in an admirable address to
the Women’s Protective League
of Glasgow. The labor of educat-
ing working women fo a full

appreciation of the benefits of Union-!

The good results

ism is a hard, b.f not a hopeless task,
and we trust that before long decisive
steps ‘will be iaken in the matter. To
the philanthrop:st it opens up a new
field of social work of the first impor-
tance, and all who have .nfluence
should take partin it. To those who
feel that womanly lives are being made
unwomanly or destroyed altogether in
the fierce race after wealth of the capi-
talist, now is the time to step in and
take part in the struggle. Become
propagandists of the doctrine of organ-
ization ; there is mno danger to society
in combination, but much in a weak
Unionism,

— e

NOTES OF THE WEEK.

The political prospects of the Hon-
Peter Mitchell are away down below
sero, and the likelihood of their rising
above that point is extremely prob-
lematical. Deserfed by his former
most influential friends, he is experi-
encing the full force of what he did

his best to encourage dunring t' e Herald | n

trouble, namely, “ratting,” and we
would ask, *“ How does the medicine
agree with you ¥’ Evidently it does
not, for, from latest accounts, he was
hiding under the plea of indisposition.
It will be welcome news to organized
labor in this city and elsewhere when
the intelligence comes to hand that
Peter Mitchell has been elected to
stay a: home.

*
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A much needed measure of reform
has becn imtroduced into the British
House of Commons by Mr. Haldane.
It relates tc the wages of farm servants
in Scotland. The bill provides, among
other things, that all wage. shall be
made payable and shall be actually
~aid in money. Its chief clause enacts
that in no proceedings commenced by
any farm servant against his employer
for the recovery of money due to such
farm servant for wages under any such
contract shall the defender be allowed
o plead compensation, or claim any
reduction of the pursuer’s demand by
reason or in respect of anything, not
being money, had or received by the
pursuer, as or on account of his wages
or in reward for his labor, In the event
of the bill becoming law, all contracts
for the hiring of any farm servanis

shall be subject to these provisions.
*

x %

" The Liberals would appear to have
abandoned the idea of opposing Sir
Donald Smith in the Western Divi-
gion, and by this resolve they have
acted wisely. From the nature of the
constituency it would be extremely
difficult to find & man ecapaple of tak-
ing the field against Sir Donald, and
least of all, a labor candidate would
have the slightest show of success.
Apart from his ind:pendent position
in politics, which renders him accept-
able fo both parties, Sir Donald has
entrenched himself too strongly in the
hearts of his fellow-townsmen of all
classes by his acts of generous munifi-
cence to be lightly discarded, and o
h2 ve brought forward opposition after
the magnificent requisitior. tendered
him would have been factious.

. * &

The Central Trades and Labor Coun-
¢il met on Thursday evening, but only
routine business  was transacted. It
was expected that some action would
have been taken on the candidates fox
Montreal Centre, but the delegates ex-
pected to move in the matter were not
on hand, and the subject has been
drepped in the meantime.

® R %
Tee Komo is mailed to subscribers
st a distance every Friday evening,
and delivered in the city early on
Baturday. Parties not receiving their
paper regularly should communicate

with the office.
*
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Subscribers, who have not already

done so, will oblige by remitting at
bheir earliest convenience,

Liberty is not a placard stuck on the wall;
it is a living power which we feel within us
and without us—the protécting genius of the
domestic hearth, the guarintee of social rights.
You have need of much patience, and of cour-
age that never tires, for you will not conquer
in a day. Liberty is the bread which nations
must gain by the sweat of their brow.

¢ You can’t legislate money into the pock-
ets of the people,” said an old party man.
This Government has legislated a vast amount
of 1woney o1t of the pockets of the people, we
take notice. Be candid about this matter and
admit it like an honest man that the rule will
wark both ways.—Alliance Times.

JOHNMURPHY&CO.S

ADVERTISEMENT.

“Clearine Sale Continued.”

BARGAINS BARGAINS

IN GENTS' FURNISHINGS
IN GENTS’ FURNISHINGS

NECKWEAR.

Gents’ Four-in-Hand Ties and Knots,
worth 25¢, for 12§c.

Gents’ Four-in-Hand Ties and Knots, in
Light and Dark Colers, worth 35c and 40c,
for 25¢.

Full assortment of Gents’ Neckwear on

and.
GENTS’' COLLARS.

Gents’ Four-Ply Coliars, in Leadin8
Btyles, only 10c each.

Gents’ Very Fine Four-Ply Linen’ Col-
ars, only 15¢, -
Gents’ Linen Collars, in all styles, at
lowest prices.

WHITE SHIRTS.

Gents’ White Shirts, only 75c.

Gents’ White Shirts’ our Special Line,
only $1.

Gents’ Opera Front Cours Shirts, worth
$2.00, for $1.50 each.

NIGHT ROBES.

Our Special Line of Gents’ White Cote
ton Night Robes, worth $1.35, for $1.00
each,

Gents’ Fancy Night Robes, worth $1.50,
for $1.25,

FLANNEL NIGHT ROBES. .

Gents’ Flannel Night Robes, in Plain
and Fancy, worth $2.25, for $1.69.

The above Goods in all Sizes.

FLANNEL SHIRTS.

Gents’ Plain and Fancy Flannel Shirts,
worth $1.25, for 75¢,

Gents’ Navy Blue Flannel Shirts, Col-
lars attached, worth $1.25, for $1.00.

HANDEKERCHIEFS.

Gents’ Colored Bordered Handkerchiefs,
worth 13c and 15¢, for 9c.

Gents’ White and Colored Bordered
Handkerchiefs, worth 18c and 20c, for
124c each. -

Gents’ Handkerchiefs, at lowess prices,

SMOKING JACKETS.

Gents’ Striped Smoking Jackets, worth
$4.75, for $2.00.

DRESSING GOWNS.

Gents’ Dressing Gowns, with Plush
Rolling Collar and Cuffs, worth $11.50, for

$4.00.
BARGAINS
BARGAINS
BARGAINS
Bargains in all kinds of Dry Goods, at

JOHN MURPHY & (0,
1781, 1783

Notre Dame street, cor. St. Peter.
Terms Cash and Only One Price.

CENTRAL

TRADES AND LABOR COUNCIL

OF MONTREAL.

LOUIS Z. BOUDREAU, . .
J.B.DUBOI3,- - . .
P. J. RYAN, - ENocL1sH REC. SECRETARY
D. ROCHON, - FRENCH REC. SECRETARY
O. CORRIVEAU, - FINANCIAL BECRETARY
GEO. 8. WARREN, . - CoRr. SECRETARY
JOS. CORBEIL, - - - . . TREAsURER
JOS. PAQUETTE, - . SERGEANT-AT-ARMS

Meets in the Ville-Marie Hall, 1628 Notre
Dame street, the first and third Thursdays et
theGmonth.W Communications to be addressed
to GEo. 8. WARREN, Corresponding Seoretar
P.O, Box 414 e

Prmsionxy
Vicx-PRESIDENT

IVER FRONT ASSEMBLY,

No. 7628.
Rooms Weber Hall, St, James street. Next

meeting Sunday, Feb. 23, at 2.30. Address all
correspondence to

J. WARREN, Rec, Sec.,
P. 0. Box 1458,

DOMIMON ASSEMBLY,

No. 2436 K. or L.
Meets every Fripay evening at Eight o'clock in
Weber Hall, 8t. James street, Add‘ress all oom-

munications to
JOHN WIBKINS, R.S.,
No. 228 8t. Antoine strees.

PROGRESS ASSEMBLY,
No. 8863, K. of L.
Meets every First and Third Tuesday at
Lomas’ Hall, Point St. Charles,

ADVERTISERS.

It will pay you to advertise
in THE ECHO. It circulates
extensively in the homes of
the most intelligent working-
men in the City of Montreal

and other Towns and Cities |

WILLIAMS

"PIANOS

Endorsed by the best authorities in the word.

. Established 50 years. More made and in
use than of all other Canadian Companies
combined, Hundreds in use for 20 yoirs,
and still good. Patronized by the Higher
Classes and Royalty. Pronounged the bes$
medium priced Piano in America. In usein
leading Institutions and Convents. Over
6,000 in use in Montreal.

SOLE AGENTS P. Q.

WILLIS & CO.

1824 Notre Dame St.

_ (Near McGill street, Montreal.)

Hole Agents for EKnabe,
Bell Pianos, and Bell
Organs,

Williams, and
and Uxbridge

“ASCROSS AS TWO STICKS.”

And no wonder, if your shirts, collars,
cuffs, etc., come home badly done up by
inexperienced or careless hands. Now, it
18 no use *‘crying over spilt milk,” but
for the future, see to it that all your wash-
ing is sent to the

TROY
STEAM
LAUNDRY

where everything will receive the careful
and skillful attention for which this house
i8 justly tamed.

Be Careful to Note the Address :
CORNER

Craig and St. Peter Sts.

Telephones—Bell 666 ; Federal 542.

Shoes & Slippers,
Moose Moccasins,
German Felt Shoes.

WOOL-LINED

Rubbers 2 Overshoes

RONAYRE'S,

17 Chaboillez Square,

NEXT THE FIRE STATION.

Central China Han,

Will Remove to Store
formerly occupied by
Rae & Donnelly, oppo-

site present premises. -

2046 Notre Dame St.
GEO. EADIE,

throughout the Dominion.

(SUCCESSOR TO L. DENRAU,)




