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. OorpreBentsyrtom of free education has been in operation 
wnce 1864. We have therefore before us the experience of ten 
nf J\!8 V“e’ We caunot claim Perfection forfait the details vlSch°“ 878tem : amendments and modifications are and 
will be required, yet, on the whole, past experience has so fixed
now‘b! fmnd-il'r flU I” the public mind- that very few would 
now be found willing to see our scheme of universal and freoedu-
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general education as firmly and conscientiously rooted in
wh;„rnd9 ,°fAthe *?co|?le', who value it as a great privilege 
which must be maintained. In this conviction we are in 
harmony with a large majority of the people of the
mnTL M°f also of the Unïted States, and the
more highly enligh tened nations of Europe. Indeed, universal 
public education is the great idea which, at the present 
day, engages the attention of statesmen, philauthronhists and
thllv W;T8*’1D a’!iC!Vilivd CountrieB- who recognize, in all 
then legislation and teaching, the necessity of education for
,-ah!lfv!ne' I“.larg£co™mu?itiesand in small ones, the truth 
s alike unquestionable, that if the masses of the people are to
l \6Tei and.saved from vice,—if they are ev“r to under­
stand their own interest as well as that of the .State,—if they 
are to be relied on as an integral part of a progressive and 
virtuous community, it must and will be by the agency of a 
system of public instruction, reaching to all classes, and in* 
spiring a comipon ambition and aim.
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.iblriDg C!n be of m,ore valne to auy people than a good 
system of education, one that fosters and promotes Truth and 
Virtue and at the same time stimulates to activity and * 
enterprise, as m it rests the foundation of principles of 
universal prosperity, since it necessarily promotes political 
eagacity.and commercial success, whilst ignorance is the
mH^L°f PyVertyL CÉme’ and uational Debasement. With 
8UC& eonviotions, the friends of universal education, to be con-
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