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of Scotland shonld otherwise direot. The matter is now for consider- 
ation of Great Priory. I do not myself approve of any coercive 
measure being adopted, while oircumstances may hereafter occur to 
induce them to think differently and ohange their decision.

OBIOIN OF MASONRY AND THE TEMPLAR ORDER.

Before entering on the subject of the all-absorbing qnestion of a 
ohange in our organization, whioh waa placed in the hands of a oom- 
mittee appointed by Great Priory, and will be reported upon in the 

of these Proceedinga, I would wieh to draw your particnlar 
attention, and claim yonr patienoe, to an explanatiou of that part of 
my AUooution read at onr meeting of last year, in whioh I affirmed 
that the “Anoiént Bnildera" or “ Masons,” who devoted their exclu- 
sive attention to the ereotion of sacred edifloes, as also the oonfrater- 
nities of “Miiitary Monke,” the chief of tlieae being the ”Hospitallera 
of St. John,” and the “ Templars,” had the same origin; viz.: from 
the “Benediotine" Order of Monks, of the early ages of the Christian 
dispensation, and who had based all their religions dootrines mi the 
“Divine Mysteries” they taught.

It becomes necessary for a right nnderstanding of the snbject, to 
give you a brief summary of suoh reoords as erist, premising that I 
have pursued quite a different traok from the usual “sheep walk” in­
formation available.

THE MT8TBR1ES.

Tne Divine Mysteries, as a system, are entirely distinot from every- 
thing else that has at the present day the name of Masonry. They 
are the root ont of whioh has sprang maoh of what is seen, but the 
meaning of whioh is perverfced and lost.

To understand the Templar system, as oonneoted wtth Masonry, 
in the British Dominions, it must be looked at from quite another 
atandpoint than that of “Free and Accepted Masonry” of the present 
day.
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The real and trne meaning of “Spiritual,”—or speonlative Masonry, 

is widely different from its oommonly accepted definition of the term 
and this is of maoh importance to a proper knowledge of the snbject.

The words “Masen" and "Masonry,” according to the oonstruetion 
put upon them by the wise and devout of former times, who, looking 
to its true and sacred s.gnifioation, never contemplated its being 
applied or having reference to edifices, bailding material works, or 
anything of that kind w ha te ver. The words are claimed to be cor-
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