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“CANADIAN
W
i

ye
.} ‘‘Big. business ‘put over’ the Can-| ““The writer shows that if the in
f{(pdian sales tax so it eould escape jopme (ax were “""k"vl‘ in’ the e
s manner as the.sales tax must work,
grofits and luxury taxes,”’ says 'h".vl.v married man without a family
wAlberta labor News, official paper of | would pay twice as’ much incom
fthe Alberta federation of labor, tax as the single~man and as his
. ““The rule for the application of | family, inereased his ‘taxes would
forms of taxation should be that of | likewise go up. If the sales tax will
ability to pay,’’ says the Labor)amount to $20 per capita, then the
s News. *‘But the ride that is follow- | man with the !.nu’.-_ family .M“ pay
f"d by the- represéntatives of speeial the larger tax This would mean
privilege, who have bitherto attend-!taxation, not according to the num
£%6d to quch matters, is that of reliev- [ ber of children. e
Jng those who are best able t¢ pay “The 1921 budget increase T the
8t the expesse of those who are least | sales tax wmeans that the 1 per cent
able to bear the burden. Such is the [and 2 per ¢ rates on domestie
Canadian sales tax. tragusactions e beapme 1% per
“‘The sales tax is a consumer’s tax. ecent and eent respeetively, and
§*'I¢ places the burden upon thethe import g 21 !.,I, and '1
shoulders of the man who must buy per cent ha the minister’s]
Sglothes and shelter and food. statement  also t) more than one
‘It was adopted at the instiga- |sales tax is led in the finished
Son of the privileged interests, and n Ca But while the
at the suggostion of the Canadian aler may pay the first tax and
Manufacturers’ association the 1921 the retailer the second the eonsumer
" Mudget was brought in by Sir Henry | ultimutely pavs all the sales taxes
ayton, containing no business ““On the 6th day of Decemb
: fits tax, no Inxury tax, but with! this present ycar the people of Ca
Ahe sales tax greatly increased. {ada will have an opportunity to sa
““A writer in the Monetary Times|{what they think of a governn
Sieseribes the working out of -the | whigh inSmatters of taxation as !
os tax: According to figures sup- | all other matters, has done the bid
R ®lied through this tax, the amount)ding of the cconomic lords of the
i 8 equals $2Q per capita. land.’

BIG BIZ “PUT
SALES TAX TO-SHIFT BURDEN!

om”

es of the Women Teachers’ Asso |m
siation, Dr. J. L. Morvison, professor
of History at Queen’'s University,
Whose subject was ‘‘The British La
bor party and its programme,’’ de
Blored that the feeling that Labor,
when in power in the Old Land, would

m
of

§

¥

th
fit

rupt the Empire, was without
foundation.
" "Phe British Labor party believed | o

m

!

» i that men working togethe as. a

| ONTARIO COLLEGE PROFESSOR
] SAYS NO CAUSE FOR ALARM

Lecturing at Ottawn under the aus. ities and great industries sueh as coal

England were

priee of coal high for the consumer

They

ines The organization stood for
inimum wages and publie ownership
railways, street cars, ete, Abor
ntended that the coal industries in
worth £200,000,000 . and
at the paying of royalties and pro
s to limited companies made the

said there was a lack of eeon
ny ik mining coal, arguing that the
achinery was inadequate, distribu

FARMER'S SUN
IN LAWYER

{
{

A |
Mr. E. G. Long, K.C, tells the|
Eleetric. Cluby that lawyers should be |

sent to parliament because they kmow |

how to formulate laws

Mr. Long miséonecives the function |
of a legislatuye, which to deei
the econtext and-Hot the forms of |
laws, The putting a_ law inte
proper shape is purely seeretarial
business It belongs in the attorney
general's department, wher it s
done by expert elerks It is a
1 i, requiring a pee

th wide rieme p
Aife and s jundpme
problems of societ

No one denids the right of the lega
profession, to be represented in par
liames It has as ¥
, than an

idu |\'l»’rlnlY“r‘. of
that me other s
than itz just sh

man 4

er r means that some
ther profes alling is partial

exelnded

Moreover, tl g mind is a back
ward-lookiqg i It feeds on pre
edents It t visdom of tra
lition. It opposed to progress, A
growing nation, facing new problems,
dare not deliver itse inteo the hands
of lawyvers There are notable ex-|
ceptions, of course, but such is the
prevailing and current mentality of
the legal profession

Parliaments need lawyers, indeed.
They need them, however, in a
separate building and under the
direction of men of a bigger type

They make excellept seribes, but poor
rulers

RAIL LAW CONDEMNED

L Swhole were better than a small group ( tion not _properly carried out, thus in : Des .\l_umw, lowa.—~The Cummins
f private interests. He wvrged Hm'!rn-naing the cost of fuel to consum-| Eseh railroad law was eondemned
labor peint of view in polities | ers. : ; at a confe rence of »Lvn\'(.-rumu and
validl not be lost wight of, and peaple.! - Laber —held -that ,'h" middtemeny fother state officinls of ~middte—west
wld think of mhat Laber was striv- | profits, which constitute a big item, |crn '«.I;.lm in . this (.xl\ ;
Q: to°do, The Labor party pointd | would also be abolished through na ‘*The ‘Hmnnnn"}‘mv.h lm\‘, .‘NKA:III
2 B o assertions of Maedonald, Lao- | tionalization .and through ll:_w latter | Governor Blaine. of Wisconsin, dis-.
‘c‘l and Borden, who with the same | wipe out an eXtravagant and waste: courages —eflic |..~m‘ and  responsible
jee had asserted ‘that the people | ful aystem, The party figured that manageme m,‘xnn it ;:u.'ur:mf.'w‘« the
c"hl govern themselves and used thia | if Britain had purchased the conl carriers a fixed return, Railroad
an argument in favor of the Labor  mines in 1913, the country wounld h'n.\.- ~>'n|-k~ are greatly inflated and the
rty Many might be surprised to |owned them five years later The fixed guaran ce is upon the inflated
rn that Labor in Britain was m- | workingmen urged that a central  va _comamonly known as ‘watered
rialistic and when it held the reins | mining council, which would have at st
4 power the Nelusion regarding the | its head a responsible minister of rh.j ; _\ guarantee to a private enter
Safoty of the Ewmpire weuld fade | Crown, should direet the affairs ‘-'. pris@ _is dangerous and vicious, yet
e D He was of the opinien that  the mines Miners and consumers’ the re: is no “more justification for
e Labor party, if placed in power,  councils thronghout the country would | guarantecing a return on vl;nlrn:nl‘
yald . refiise %0 form a coalition, but  be affiliated with the ecentral body investie nts than g|x:\r:n||h-r3hg thé
a.".mlvl be sntisfied to steer- its own . Professor. Mprison assorted there mru.l- r, merchant, manufacturer,
OIS One lamentable feature of would be trouble in the coal mines in professional man or woman & re
he party was the presence of some | England until labor got something turn, . .
“Hissention. like what it wanted, The speaker “Under the : Cummins l’.’l('h law
The Labor programme ineluded a was not prepared to admit that the the transportation companies have
ide plank for natiopalization of util-| views of labor might be wrong. found“in excuse for organizing sub

st

INIMUM WAGE
LAW_ACROSS
THE BORDER :

gt law is a practice that is quite | ™
general in w number of countries

''w

th

§ within the scope of the laws.

- the United States, minimum wage
faws are found in twelve States, .(ha
. Distriet of Columbia and Porto Rieco,

t they are applicable only te|
men and minors. The U, 8, I.)e-
rtment of Labor through its

‘Rnrenu of Labor Statisties haa just

the different jurisdictions,

"7, Rates are usually fixed by a board |
“Br comimission, though in Arizona and
tah the law itself names the rates.

in has nine and Massgohussets
‘;tnm orders applicable to as many
ustries cr classifieations,
.The entire history of this legisla-
Mion has been marked by attacks on
eonstitutionality, but the Supreme

ir laws as valid, with no adverse
jsion by such a court.

“Moreover tho surtey by the Burean of
Labor Statistics and the reports of
Administrative eommissions indieate |

Tegs! progess to heecomy the maximum
or even the standard wage, sithough

. the- Jaws have largely done away with |
"\do yariations in wages paid for
PPidentica) serviees.  The employment |
of Younger shildren is said to bave|

Peen rostrieted in some cases—a reiip
Fault that is regarded as b ni-._ in{
view bf the desirability of deferring  p
semplovment in faver of school ..at» f
tenddned. ¢
' The fSrst law bf this type enacted |
gin the United States was in Masaa-
chussets in 1812, o

d@taiions

:
3
|
$

itry is an argument both for
against action, employers feeling that

Y.
ourts of five States have upheld b g

4.

ht other States! Prank
i of con- fourth

itutionality eaused a eheek in legis

¢ lation, from which the movement has
| hardly recovered, thongh three laws

The
of

faet of
indus
and

ere enacted in 1919,
¢ ecurrent reorgpnization

hiore is need of free and rapid ad
istment to meet changing conditions,
hile the proponents of this form or
gulation regard it as necessary in

an unusual degree in order to stoady |
conditions *that are
Whore men as well as women come | working tindue injury to the group of |
In | workers for whose benefit such laws | gested in connection with' the Gov-
| are enmeted.—U.8, Dept. of Labor,

in  danger of

A
LEST WE FORGET’' CONGRESS
PLATFORM OF PRINCIPLES
1. Free eoducation and edmpuuary
school attendance.

issuod as Bulletin No. 285 an account| 9 Maximum legal working day of
the minimum wage legislation of eight hours and forty-four hours

¢ United States, including its r week. :
1 construction, and its operation| 3 Jugertion and onforeement of fair

wa, regulations (based on es
tablished wunion conditions) in
all government work, direet or
indireet.

Mhe industriey covered may be few| 4 Puplie ownership and demogratic
T many, a¢eo to the terma.of the manfigement of all publie utili-
L ifisconsin covers all shpler| - tiee. :

¥ Jnents with a single order, while Cali-| 5 Government control and fullest

development of all natural re-

sourees.

. Establishment of a Tariff Board
oun which labor will be repre-
sented.

Revenune by direct taxationm,
Abglition af non-elective legis-
lative bodies.

There still | g, Exelusion of{all Asidtics.
ki ovident w disposition o Tegard 52 113 The- demand for and

wee of, the

Jaws as interfering with the “‘fiee<|  ypjon, label.

Qom. of contraet,’’ which of course ) 11 Preveition of _employment. of

aéyvdm B ee ol enildren Wnder sixteen years of
r law, notadly . = age. -

E Rours of labor, com tion of work-{315 Foual pay for equal” work for

men for injuries, cte,, which have Bien SR Weeh.

E been fully vindicated inthe  eourts.|y3 Voluntary arbitfation of labor

disputes.
Preportional representation with
group ecomstituencics,

& very general acceptanece of the 1aw {15 The sncourngement of cstablish-
B By omployers, many of them giving it ment of Workers” Co-operative
L hearty approval, as to both prined Societies.

s and results, 18, Unemployment insurance.
b The first law of this type emseted )7 O age pensicns, State insurance

’*l said to be a general ww l“""‘”( for siekness sud disability.

“in favor-of the persons affected by {18, Uniformity of labor jaws through-
.Q\qm, though without sny apparent} out the Domiunion.

ndency for the minimam fixed by |19 Disarmament.

INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT |
A REELECTED , - ;

Jeremiah T. Carey,  af Albany,
resident of the Intermational Bro
rerhood: of Papermakars  for the
a¥t 16 years, has been
or & twp yéar torm, it was an
d.at the headguarters of the organ-

izition at Albany, NY,

Othey  * oficers  elevted - include

vieg

Mcleod, Espancia, Omtarie,

sidiary companies with over-capi-
talized assets in connection with
transportation, whieh results in
further inereasing the burdens oft

rates.

’Labor ’Men

(GENEVA CONFERENCE FINDS

! tion

Show Activ

DOMINION|

1

LABOR DELEGATES. PREPARED

Congress Pﬁnciples To Be Retained In Agenda

As anticipated the attempt to clip wimgs and make effete the
work at the Geneva Conference has been early

meagre. despatches received showing strong evidence in this diree-

varipus governments to the measures of social legislation proposed

We have previously been informed that the opposition of

i
in evidence, the

by the Labor Office and by the annual Labgr Conferences manifests

itself in many ways

It is a most remagkable phenomenon: that, |

while in 1919 the prineipal allied and assbeiated governments de

fined the pows

rs of the Labor Office and its annual Conferences

¢ workers were to have a voice il deeiding upon measur
irds the well-being of the toiling masses, these same

erpments are now trying te

they themselves ereated and are

ALY the legis

delighted at the idea that

established in its country, is utterly opposed to the application o

the Eigh Hours Day, espeecially in agrienlture

the seaf

mdermifie the institution which

b most. d.sgraceful

agiag in a

Conferences

The Swiss Government for instanee; which by the way was so

of the Labor Office was to be

T

e British Gov

ernment have deelared in Parliament that they cannot enforee the

application of the Washington Conventions alleging that some of

these conventions aré not in accordance with: English traditions,

ete., ete.

persistent efforts to sabotage the International Labor Office

Everywhere we look we have the same phenomenon,

Atll

of which goes to show that the governments, egged on doubtlessly

by the employers, are endeavoring to take back what they were

obliged to conecede to the workers under the stress of war condi

tions.

A Reuter despatch from Geneva early this week says that at
t meeting of the International Labor Conferenee the British and
Canadian government delegates were among the many government
representatives who supported all the labor delegates in securing

the retention on the agenda of items concerning unemployment, |

protection of women and children and technical instruction m

agriculture.

The South African government vote, however, went

with the minority, which included the French and Swiss govern-

ment delegates,

S. R, Parsons, of Canada, sympathized with the French-objee.
tions and contended that the inclusion of agricultural questions in

the agenda was jmpraéticable.

I

ards recommendations and conventions.

1e suggested going slowly as re-
Some of his statements

regarding wages and the Amsterdam Internationale called Torth
protests from Delegate Poulton, of Great Britain, and Delegate

Tom Moore, of Canada.

Mr. Moore declared that if the benefits

enjoyed by industrial workers could extend to agricultural work-
ers it would conduet to keeping agricultural workers on the farms
and preventing migration to towns.

Delegate Mertens, of Belgium, also protested against Mr. Pas
sons’ statement concerning the Amsterdam Internationale, which

he said were unwarranted.

cussion.

The president intervened and -re-
quested Mr, Mertens to confine his remarks to th subject underd

o

)
Closlure was proposed by Delegate Barrett, ‘of South Afriea

seconded by Delegate Bayley, of Great Britain, and earried by 53 |
Thereupon the motions were carried with the requi- |

votes to .’58.

site two-thirds majo\rity amid applause,

gl

18-

PROTECTING |

THE FEMALE
WORKER
- i

he surprisingly small bedy of op
position to the rulings of the Ontario )

loard is & tribute to
the caution with which the members

Minimum Wage

have, proceeded with their duties
| They reali ¥y are. a mini
| mum board and net a

is not their bu
vhat industries
able to pay nor what they should
View {

their profits, but sim

smallest At which

amo
should be

DrOViBee Bre
d with th
i Ale
ity.
board

small eon

marked

wages,

single

ind

mi
and in smaller
rates

set for in
But

ar

ger girls,

1 a fixed ratio of
to inexperienced
It is but natural that the workers

should fear that the fixing of & mini
mum wage will be used by employers
as a pretext for adepting it as a fair
wage, thus reducing pay, in wome
cases, from a good wage to a bare
living wage But there has been no
legal minimum wage, hitherto, and it
is unlikely timt
conimunity that
| wage paid by

bring down the
Toronte Star.

forces
some

np the low
employers will
wages of others,

| WORKERS' WAGES DOWN :
OFFICIAL'S SALARY UP

Wishington —Seeretary  of  War

Weeks has inaugurated ag economic!

the
recommendation
headed by

Wa
the

poliey in

Panama canal zone, on
of & commission
Brigadier General Connor.
ges-of workers are
many
an indueement
when h

redue

to
MENACE

to Panama
d taken
from them reductions are es
timated at A th for mar
ried men and $66.60 for single men

The ’ program stopped
the wag® workers for the com

with

mission recommendéd that the salary
of the governor of the eamal zone be
increased 50 per cent and that he
aldo be allowed an additional $4,000

was
These
§90.05

is

mc

‘L poong

for expenses.

It also stated that henceforth
| the canal zone will be operated under
what anti-unionists term
shop. -

Officers of the A. P. of L. metal
trades department took the matter
jup with the seecrefary of war and the
| president but without success,

“‘entertainment
L]

“open’’

Items

of Interest from Overseas

BIG PROPOSAL.

The biggest single scheme yet sug-

fernment’s unemployment policy bhais
| been submitted to the Government
{by the Underground Railways Com-
!pany, which praposes to raise six mils
| lions sterling t¢ spend onm’ developing
Ennd extending the London tubes, It
iis elaimed that in this undertaking
| employment could be given to 20,000
men for tyo years. The Underground
Railways Company asks the Govern-
 ment to.guarantee the interest on the
{sum proposed to be raised and grant
the company ‘‘reasonable seeurity’’
{against competition for 10 years.

|
|

.

LOWERED ASSETS.

| Finaneial difficulties .are besetting
| the National Union of Railwaymen,
| according to Mr. J. H. Thomas, M.P,,
| the general seéretary, ‘‘The union,’’
| he declares, ‘‘is facing a very serious
I sitoation.”’  Mr. Thomas told a spe-
| cial delegate meeting that the ln‘?t
balance-sheet showed a surplus of £1;
{221,000 on the union’s™ investments,
{againgt an overdraft of £262.036, a
| very mueh higher overdraft than the
Lanion pad pver known or dresmed of.
A wum of £481000 had beén paid in
donation benefit alone from February
1 tp September 1 this year, At the
the membership had
gone down to 406,000, and the lapses
had doubled sinee June, One of the
suggestions as to economy made by a
speeial sub-committee referred to the
disposal of the genmeral secretary’s
motor-ear. . The mecting decided ¢o
reject the recommenVation, ‘‘beinfyg
of the opinfon that the car is neces
sary for the efficient ecarrying on of
the union’s work."’

SHIPYARDS BALLOY

jend of June

i
|

The Erxecutive Commities of the
Shipbuilding Employers’ Federation

| met v pronn?' ves of the awions
fof the shiphdildi and engineyriog
frades in Edinbafgh, when neghtia

tions with regard to the withdrawsl
of the 12% per cent. and TW per
cent,  Ministry of Menitions bonnshs
were  resumed.

The employers mude Lps following
offer, which the re sentatives of
the men agrecd to schmit te a ballet

of, their stembers: OuetNivd: vedue- | ' This ruling even applied to privake
j tion an November 1; oume-third re-séhools. His lordship did not think

{elass contres in Boelnhio.

reduction on January 1, 1922,

These are the saine terms as Were
proposed to the engincering trades
at the recent confeérence.

NO OVERTIME.

The application of the wool textile
employers for permission to  work
women and young persons overtime
was in  before the Industrial
Council for the tre trade at Brad:
ford Yorks.

After a long discussion, it was
stated that the application had been
reftised.

It is alleged that the result of the
refusal is that certain orders for ex-
port and urgent orders wanted for
Christmas cannot now be executed.

LABOR COLLEGES
Over 40 delegates attended the

convened by the Plebs Lengue, and
held at the Club House, Yardley, Bir-
Soan B A

Landon, Glasgow, Edinbur, {and
Beottish ' distriets), . Sheffield, Liver-
pooly  Weiverhanpton, “Derby, Man-
chester, ind Neweastlo; from the
- Birmi

ham, Halifax, and West Riding, l.ig:
dicsbrough, Mansfield, Ashton-under-
Lyne, London, ete; and from the
Plebs Le e. ¥

As a result of the conference a Na-
tional Council of Labor Colleges,
which will undertake the work of ¢o-
ordinatin, the activities of the
various Sishifta, wase formed.,

JUDICIAL DECISION
e

By & series of decisions givew by
Mr, Justice Roche, a large class of
rersons was excluded from the bene-
tits of the Umempioyaent Ingurance
Aet,

=ﬂilJnrﬂ.«hip held that all club ser-
vants, iscluding engineers who Jook-
od  after ecleetric  lNighting,  wore
domestic servants within the mean~
ing of the statute, and, therefuore,
were not insgrable. «

He further vuled .that all em-
Pplovees in- boarding houses attacked
to seliools were“mot “‘em

prrpeses of gain,’*

and were, thers

fore, mot ins rs

& pe S Were pre-
sent from the Labor Colleges in

duetion on December 1; and the full (jt

|

conference on Olass Coordilnhm,:!lr. Cotter sh

i
$
'

1
:

right to make s distinetion be-

tween preparatory and  publie
schools, the boarding of boys being
subsidiary to their training and
eduecation.

' AGAINST AMATION.

In counection with the move to
amdlgamate all wmarine workers
trong opposition is in evid
J. Haveloek Wilson, M.P., president
of the National Sailors and Fire-
men’s Union writing to the Daily
Herald as follows: .

““In your issue of to-day there ap-
pears an announcement that certain
seamen’s ions—namely, the Na-
tional Union of Ships’ Cooks,
Stewards, Butchers and Bakers, and
& small union known as the British
Beafarers’ Union, are intending to
al te, sd this move has met
with the blessing of the Transport
Workers’ Federation, which has pro-
mised them help.

““It appears scmewhat strange that

ould mow be anxious
for g s wni
wheress, only a short while ago he

was the strongest oppenent to such
A movement,
of 1920

““In 1919 af the dnnual conference
of the Natiotini Saiion  and  Pire-
men’s Union, 8 resolution was passed
Sppointing & committee to approsch
the sea-faring usioms, with a view
of amalgamal The ~ following
unions were approached on  ‘he
matter:—Union of -~ Ships' Cooks,
Stewards, Butehers and « Bakers;
the Hull Seamen’s and  Marive
Firemen’s  Union;  the British Saa-

pfarers’ Union; and the Associstion of

Constwise Masters, Mates and Engin-
eBTs.

““On May 13, 1920, a conference
was held at Southport between re
presentatives of the Natiémal Sailors
and Firemon's Union, and the Na
tional Union of Ships’ Cooks, Stow-
ards, Buteliors and Bakers. The mat-
ter of amalgamation between fthose
two unibug was diseussed, and, after
4 statement by Mr. Cotter to the of

feet that tho resson that his umien
eame into existence was tNEY  the
stewards” and esoks were nol pre-

pared ta jo he ssme union as
sailors and Sremen, nd further stope
were taken, - although the reprisest-

lovid in a)atives of . the «National Sailors snd |ed persons, under the, povernment
trade or bisinesd carried os for the | Firemen’'s Uniea were prepared Yo | gnemploved workerss and dependentss conerssions

® coumde

ey "
**The committsre appointed by

Spilers ‘sad Firemen's Union

rably farthes inte the mad.

"pfoceeded to discuss the question of
l-mnlpma!ion with the British Seq-
| farers’ Union, and the Hull Seamen’s
Unign, and no doupt the ballot would
have been ecarried for amalgamation
of these unioss but for ome faet, that
Mr. Thomas Léxis and Mr. Emanuel
Skinwell, of the British Seafarers’
Union, were making it a bargain to
seeure their official tions. Appa-
rently Mr. Joseph tter has now
ehanged his mind, and is seecking
amalgamation with the British Sea-
farers” Union.

‘‘It would be interesting to know
what is the opinion of his b
with regard to this matter.

““The Transport Workers’' Fed-
eration has promised its help, and
Mr. Gosling is to be one of the
trustees. I would like to know from
Mr, 0::.““ how far this will square
with position as delegate repre-
senting the Transport Workers’ see
ftion on the Gemeral Council of the
Trades Usion %

““Mr. Gosling is well aware that
all national bodies, suck as the Labor
Party asd the Trades Union Con-
gress, have turned down the British
Heafarers’ Union appliestion for af-

a. break-away. from . the parent so-

5

ciety, and Id mot be recoy
““Mr. Gosli when alected at the
Trades Union Cougress to the Gen-

;:u Council, was not elected because
represented the Tramsport Work-
ers’ Foderation, hut becaunse ke was
supposed to represent the Transport
Workers” seltion of the Trades

Unioa Con

Gosling whether he is now prepared
to advocate that the British Sea-
farers’ Usnion shonld have recognition
from the Trados Union Congress. At
the present time it has no saech re-
coguition. Pefbaps Mr. Gesling in-
fends to resign his position on the
General Council.
MEMEERS JAZZ

The Labor meémbers of parliament
led by Jobn Robdert Clynes are
making & stromg fight te indase the
[pevernment to inerease the amotnts
parabie te the ehildren of unemploy-

& ]

temporney provisies-bill,

$

the chairmas ' o Jowve

{of the switchmen, trainmon,

the decision of the |

4 and |
coneestions given them as|

as president of the Panama railroad, |
|

filiation on the grounds that it was® 200

Stormy. seeess aerwrred and Joha !
the | 1. Jonel snid Will Thoras were baith. |
then ordered b

THREATENED RAILROAD STRIKE -
IN UNITED STATES CALLED OFF

The rail strike scheduled for Oe
tober 30 was averted when leaders
condue
and firemen, at »
joint meeting, adopted resolutions
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In some of

Guction petitions for any ome group
of employees would be ecousidered
juntil rules and “working econditions
for that group - had been setfled,
wus lecidedly instrumental’’ in
bring about the action ‘ealling off
the strike. They declared that they
believed .under -this resolution, it
wonld be months before their pay
again could be redueced

The union resolution immédiately
board and proved particularly grati-
{ to Walter MeMenimen,  mem

r group, who was in
bringing about the
the labor board said
the labor leaders
board's  decision
the unions and
to determine if the

Act had been vielated
activities \u-‘n’d be de

was described which today informed
R history t ni this deecision would
stie of the ts th ie now  that the dims
.: by th pute had be settled and that con
howey ., and the 8¢ t t matter, again was out

ud all of them casting their o fits hands, mehibers said,
or ‘‘no strike { Iy tiseussing the reselution an
4 Sheppard, president ¢ | null ng the strike orders, the union
Order of Railway Coadue presidents  declared ' that its out
hat the unions had decide . ding feature was that it ‘‘was
off the strike becanse of ‘*t based on the stitemewts made to the
ing public opinion that the uniofis by Ben Hooper -af the board,
i would bé agaiinst the labor ) that ws reductions would not be
land consequently the rnment, consider by the board for any em
and mot aguinst the ra ployees until the rulés and working
‘It was evident also that the en | conditions for those umployees had

tire Washington administration was ' been settled.’

opposed to us, and that we Nave had! The decision of fhe United Btaten
little ‘chance of g g our objec’ | Labor Board on July 1 anthorizing
{tives,”’ said Mr. Sheppard the railroads te reduce wages of
““We called this trike to gain cer | their employees an everage of 12 143
tain rights to which onr men were per cent, was the first event in the
entitled.’’ series which led up to the orders for

‘It soon became
that the roads were suceeeding
their misleading propaganda to
effect that we really would
dgainst the goversiment.

*‘This railread propaganda
way to the United States
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the government and not agsinst the
roads, and that the full force of the

government would be brought to
bear against us if we walked out
Under sueh circumstances there was
nothing -to do.- but -annul our orders
for the Oectober 30 walkout.’

Union leaders said that the resoln
tion adopted by the labor board
that further

an

nouncing

no wage Tre

look on a strike as agaisst it and.

& general strike by wsix unions.

As soon as this deecision was ren-
dered, a majority of the rail unions
voted overwhelmingly in favor of &
strike rather than accept & wage cut,
although on some lines, notably the
Peunsylvania, there- divisions
where groups of workers voted not
to strike

The taking of the ballet itself, de-
veloped some signe of frietion among

wera

'ROADS IGNORE -
U.S. BOARD’S
FIGURES

i  Washiangton Figures on 1917
wages of - railroad employees, now
being issued by the association of

railway executives, are in direet econ
flict with the report of the railroad
wige commission appointed by Diree
;|ur General of Railroads MeAdso.
! This commission consisted of Frank-

lin K. Lane, then seerctary of the
interior; Charles C. MeChord, inter
state commerce commissioner; J.

Harry Covington, District of Colum
! bia - judge, and William R. Willeox,
ex-postmaster, New York ecity,

This report is a compilation of

made then—as now—that wages of
railtoad employees are execessive.

The commission suid:

‘“It has been a somewhat popular
impression that railroad emiployees
were among the most highly 3
workers. But figures gathered from
Fifty-one per cent of all employees
during December, 1917, received $75
per month or less. And 80 per cent
received $100 per month or less.

- ““Even among the locomotive en
gineers, commonly spoken of as high-
ly paid, s preponderating number
received less tham §170 per ¢month,
and this compensation they_have at
tained by the most compaet and com-
gde organization, handled with a
nll  appreciation of all strategie
values. Between the grades receiv-
ing from $150 te #250 per mouth,
there is ineluded Jess than 3 per cont
of all the employees (excluding offii
cials) and these suggest less thaw
60,000 men out of & grand totsl of

'$65 per month—181.6985; While with
in the range of the "next $10 in
monthly salary there is a total of
32761 TSOnS.

“In ecember, 1917, there
111477 elerks receiving annual
In 1917 the

were

pay
er-

:

jof $990 or less.

W -hona 8 ke to know frosi Mz | 5ge pay of this class was but $56.77

i per month.
§ ““There were 270855 section

men

;tb» houme for refusing te

withdraw

the railroads disposed of this belief.

the unions. W. G, Lee, president of
the Brotherhood of Railroad Train
men, sent out a separate ballot to
kis men, when the other unions in
eluded in - their balots such ques
{tions as rules and working econdi-
tions. My, Le¢ held that it was ille-
gal to vote om anything but the al
res authorized wake eut

whose average pay as a class was
!Q-’d' 1 per month; 121,000 other un-
{skilled laborers whose average pay
was $55.25 per month; 130,075 sta
tion service emplovees whose aver-
age pay was $58. per month; 75,

)

20 road freight brakemen and flag-
men whose average pad/was $100.17
per month, and 16,465 road passenger
brakemen and flagmen whose aver-
age pay was #9110 per month

“*These, it is to be noted, are not *
prewar figures; they represent econ-
ditions after a year of war, and two
Years of rising prices And each
dollar now repregents in its power- to
purchase a place in gwhich to live,
food te t and elothing to wear, by
but 71 cents as against the 100 cents
of January 1, 1916 *

““That there bas been sueh stesd
fast loyality to ithe rallroads, and
8o slight a disposition to use the
lever of their necessity, and their
opportunity. to compel by ruthides

’ Action, an inerease of wages, is not
wages of all railroad pmployees. Its, oiop 00 significanee -nd.fhu'uld not
vakie lies in the faet that it wasly, passed without publie recogni-
compiled under government auspices tion,”’

by men of unquestioned charseter, 2 s T

and bhecause it refutes the eclaim

MINERS RISK LIVES;
COAL OWNERS,
MONEY

Washington.—'‘The men who go
down into the bowels of the earth,
bazard their lives and endure the
bardships of the miner, ‘pay’ as
mueh to make the ecoal industry
what it is as do the coal owners who
8it in comfortable offices and risk
nothing but money,’’ said Fhilip
Murray, viee president of the United
Mine Workers, testifying before the
senate commiftes that is probing
West Virginia mining econditions.

The unionist presented a pr"gvt-
sihat will safegugrd tha.nighte of wif

u"‘ﬁe greatest | number of em { parties in West Vicginia and insure . .
ployees, on roads, fall inte peace in that Iadistry. The plan
the elass receiving. between $60 and | ineludes: Freedom of specch, ur'-

{Bly . and movement: 3
workers to organize burgais- .
| eollectively through represestatives
jof their own ehooping; proteetion
jagainst diseriminstion beeause of
j membership or ‘of non-membership in

» United Mine Workers; sssursnee
{that these rights will be  sub-
jordinated by eonl owners employing
| private gusrds; assuyrasces that vie-
{ timized union minme workers will be
.r,~-n:'r,.! to their former positions or

ths
and

right of

not

Ialmsl\:r epithets. {to ones equally as good
§ Suek terms a8 ‘politieal trick } ‘We do sot seck to sontrol the
:""rl" were levelled &t the w jeosl industry, but we dp demand &
of the government, Finall) Voiee In g sontrol.’”. said Viee Pros-
TCirnes announeed’ that the Labor' ident Me » Who ealled on the opal
| party would’ take no further part in dwoers to present g better plan
ithe committes stags of the bill, as In summing up the usion's indiet-
{ the government had declined to maks !nvnnl sgainst the coal ownols 1he
s farth grantis, and & womber of H.v‘ pnbenist  spid " the irhers would
! Laborites left the hotse. jshow that the eobl 0w % sre not
£ The discussion was theu. continued | mesely minerls s ver; they
fand the Indapendent Lilerals #til . i, s wu the
premsed the governmeht te make the s BT 0B the
'ffma':. i by v Ris » e,
jites.  Evéntasily MY, M« ks police
tharge of fhe Lill; sudericek rom of his phy-
the matter econsideration befors o

Jreport stage.
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