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3anker’s Comment on Non-!
Buying by Public !
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oger H. Williams Says Nor-|
mal Purchasing Must Be|
Resumed to Prevent Pos-|
sible High Prices, Low’
Wages and Lack of Work. |

Publif refusal to buy has been carried
the ¥point of false economy and nor-
1 buyiing must be resumed to prevent
possible combination of high prices
h low wages and unemployment, it
s declared on Tuesday, by Roger H.

{liams, vice-president of the National
nk of Commerce in New York, in an
iress at the eighth annual meeting of
. Converters Association at the Bilt-
yre Hotel, New York City. Business
ads to regain public confidence by ex-
ing smaller profits and even by ac-
>ting losses in some cases, he said.
“To my mind there is no greater ser-
e that can be rendered today to busi-
ss and to the public than to reestab-
h a normal volume of buying.” Mr.
‘illiams asserted. “And to do this it
ems to me business and the public
ust come to an understanding. It is
rough the processes of business, either
rrectly or indirectly, that nlost of the
-called good things of life are accumu-
ted which we all share, or try to. Un-
ss buiness is being done, unless there
* . a fair distribution of activity, there
in be po prosperity to divide, either
stween glployer or employee, Dbusi-
s men P consumer. y g
«Jt is po time-top reach thriftlessness
ow, but it is a time to place emphasis
a the need for sanity in buying. It is
ot thrifty to stop buying without con-
deration of the future, That Is a
asteful way of doing. business. It
eans extravagant production costs and
aste of materials in the boom period,
1d in the period of depression it means
oterioration of goods not consumed. In
oth periods, therefore, it means great
-aste of human endeavor—and in the
st analysis, the public pays the bill.
«“There are a number of more direct
nd obvious ways in which this restraint’
f buying is inflicting injury. With
oods flooding back on their hands, pro-
ucers and distributors have had to
(iake abrupt curtailments of their acti-
/ities, resulting in unemployment and
n many directions in drastic wage cuts.
Vot only are manufacturers and distri-
yutors injured, but misfortune visits the
‘orking class with its resultant discon-
.nt and unsettlement. But the ill ef-
scts of the movement do not stop even
ere. A recession in buying carried too
ar, and producing too great a stagna-
ion in production and distributionfi, may
esult in a secondary era of shortages

nd g rebound .in prices without an in-
'rea's%j‘ln?al wages to meet it. The

esult wolld be that the pressure of the
righ cos# of living on family economy,
nstead of following the course of am-
Jioration that has set in, would again
Jecome ONErous.

«Ig there not a great threat in the pre-
sent situation of such unfortunate re-
sults as these? Is no the recession in
sublic buying forcing industry into to
sreat a curtailment of production? Wik

. with the-chief sufferer i
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Always the same rich,
full-flavored tea.

Sold only in the sealed air-
tight Red Rose Carton. :

. . Red Rose Coffee is always fresh

{ford was heard in every part of the

A REMARKABLE
NEW INVENTION

By New Wireless Telephone
Speaker Can Address Sev-
eral Audiences at One
Time. '

: P
London. Dec. 15—Gramophone music
transmitted by wireless from Chelms-

hall of the League of Nations’ head-
quarters at Geneva, about 100 miles!
distant,” in the course of new wireless |
telephone trials.

The result was obtained by attaching
a magnifying trumpet, called a “stentor-
phone,” to a telephone receiver.

In a subsequent statement Marconi’s |
announced that when the stentorphone|
experiments are completed, politicians {
will be able to deliver speeches simul- |

mcuenm

i

not, in other words, the public .pay a!
greater price for its false economy than |
if it maintained a more temperate atti-
tude, both as to buying in flush times
and as to abstention from buying in a
time such as the present? Is it not true
that any economic force which develops
sufficient intensity to injure a consid-
erable part of the public works injury
in ultimate effect to the body politic
as a whole? All must pay a part of the
cost. L
“8o much for the responsibility of the
public in the present situation. We are
all a part of the public and must bear
our part of such responsibility. But as
business men we must not be blind to
the fact that the real initial remedy lies
with business itself. Lies, in other words
in the present
misfortune. What will help to restore
this normal scale of .buying which we
all recognize as necessary to keep the

streams of trade flowing? Well, for one

feeling of distrust

thing, dispelling the
of purchasers

prevalent in the minds
that some business men are still demand-
ing too much for their wares. 'This
distrust in some cases amounts almost
to resentment that business is not keep-
ing good faith with its public.

“A good deal of an argument can be
put up for passing on the losses of a de-
clining market to the ultimate consumer
as long as he keeps buying, since this
spreads the loss most thinly and widely-
But when the ultimate consumer revolts
and stops buying, the wise merchant in
such case will meet - the market and
lower his price levels. This is not only
sound businiess but good sporting spirit,
which the American public likes to,
honor. |

«“The public knows that many busi-
ness men made excessive profits in the
era of extravagant public|buying by be-
ing able to unload accumulated stocks
bought at low prices. Is it too much to
say that it was the duty of such busi-
ness men to exercise foresight and ac-
eumulate surpluses to absorb losses in-
cident to a period of dropping prices? If
the full toll of high prices was exacted
on goods luckily bought, or cheaply pro-
duced, is it not fair play that out of |
those unearned profits should be assum-
ed some of the loss from low prices on
goods bought at. higher levels? When
the public becomes convinced that busi-
ness is giving it the advantage of fall-
ing prices just as readily as it took ad-'
vantage of rising prices, public confi-
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dence will be reassured and buying sti-
mulated. ;

“Again it is a part of the education
which business owes to the pubtic to de-
monstrate that goods are being proauced
at the least possible cost ¢ompatible
with the prices of materials and lapor.
Business owes it to the public to be ef»
ficient and to give it the benefit of that
efficiency. The public is inclined to dis-
trust that business has become too used
to excessive profits and is, therefore, not
ucts on a rea-
sonable margin of profit. I am present-
ing the public’s view in this respect and
am not expressing my own thoughts. I
do not believe that business is exacting
exhorbitant. profits but at the same time
it is my feeling that the public is not
yet convinced of this view. There has
been some damage done to the progress
of readjustment by highly advertised re-
duced price sales in which prices were
not sincerely reduced.

«] have only hinted at one or two sug-
gestions for meeting the present situa-
tion. There is one more important thing
that occurs to me and that is that grow-
ing unemployment and lowered wages
have created a fear on the part of many

, that their buying power is going to be
drastically reduced.

They are struggling
to get along with their old belongings
rather than to buy new ones, apprehen-
sive that later on they will need every
cent they can save in order to make sure
of btaining life’s necessaries. It will
materially aid the orderly readjustment
now under way if business sees to it
that a reasonable, relation is maintained
between the reduction in the buying
power of the wage group and the re-
duction in the high cost of living. Main-

| taining real wages means promoting the

general prosperity which affects us all.
The American wage earning public will
not contentedly accept a lower scale o
living than it has become used to.” ;
\

MINERS SUPPORT |
MONTREAL PACT

Sydney, N. S., Dec. 14—The Montreal
agreement has carried. 'Predictions of
United Mine Workers® officials have
proven true. A large majority has been
rolled up for the pact, although results
have yet to come from several collieries.

The agreement cannot be defeated,
however, eighteen hundred pluralty in
Cape Breton will offset any vote that
can possibly be secured on the mainland.

taneously to several audiences in differ-
ent parts of the world through the wire-
less telephone transmitters intsalled in
their own homes. By the same means,
vocalists can give world-wide concerts.

Dr. Graham = Bell, Marconi, Lord
Burnham and others sent wireless tele-
phone messages to correspondents, who
neard every word through ordinary tele-
phone receivers.

MEAT PRICES DOWN
TO PRE-WAR LEVELS

Wholesale Figures for Freshi
Beef and Pork in Chicago
Below Those of April, 1917.

Chicago, Dec. 15.—Wholesale prices of
fresh meat cuts, both beef and pork,
reached the levels of the pre-war period
with the close of business last week,
Armour & Co. announced in a public
statement. Beef prices, the last to be re-
justed, declined to the lowest levels of
the year last week, 5ays the statement,
which continues:

“Iower prices for livestock, which
have resulted from declines in foodstuffs
and from excessive receipts of stock in
all markets, have had .marked influence
on the wholesale selling price of all
meats, resulting in. a level of prices
which are below the prices that obtained
April 1, 1917, and also below the prices|
that ruled in 1914 in many instances.

«Fresh beef carcasses were offered in
the retail trade at prices that averaged
between 14 and 15 cents a pound, prices
almost as low as in 1914. Light pork
loins. the price of which is the index of
all fresh pork cuts, sold for 21 cents as
compared with the pre-war price of 22
to 23 cents. Lard was offered at 6
cents a pound under the price April 1,
1917, which was 20 cents. The average
price of sweet pickled and cured pork
products was 17 cents this mdrning,
that being 3 cents under the price of
April, 1917.

“The market value of hides, 14 1-2,
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It is a gift that will be of daily
unprecedented shaving comfort.

luxury. Completes the finest shaving kit.

TRADE

ET_IN RUBBE

MARK

_ LATHER BRUSH

You will find every brush in
our assortment of over 250

It makes shaving a

The Best Xmas
<% for aMan:

Is fhe Simms Lather Brush in the Gift Box

service, giving

‘\\,.

o‘-

different styles, is excellent value
at the price—but for the man
whose toilet is a source of pride,
we recommend especially the
Simms Lather Brush in the gift
box, priced at $3.00, $4.00
and $5.00.

Sold at drug, hardware and
department stores everywhere.

T. S. SIMMS & CO.,

LIMITED

Mahers of Better Brashes for 54 years.

HEAD OFFICE: ST. JOHN, N.B.

B/nncines :

TORONTO  LONDON.

MONTRE.AL
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¢ents in the .aggregate of the ten grades,
has dropped 6 cents a pound from the|
normal price that existed in 1917, and is
at this time 1 cent a pound lower than,
the price that obtained in 1912. Subnor- |
mal values of by-products from cattle,!
of which hides is typical, have had a
tendency to hold up the price of fresh
beef carcasses, and had the market for
the by-products held reasonably stiff,
the beef meat prices would have effect~
ed further declines by this time.”

=

Gifts for theManWho

wns an Automobile
| S s

Auto Accessories make splend

this section of our

problems. Here are a few go

’

id giffs to the motorist and

store will help you solve many of your gift

Peerless Socket Wrench Sets (work at any

$23.00 the set.

Stewart Spot Light, $11.

Rose Auto Pumps, 1} inch, $3.50.
Outlook Windshield Cleaners, $3.

Stewart Pedometers, $21.
Auto Lunch Boxes,
Sets of Ignition Wrenches in Leather Case,

od suggestions:

I 4

angle), $20.85 and

B. B. Auto Jacks, $10.

Luggage Carriers, $8.
$21.50, $37.50, $75.00 and $92.
$2.25.

Moller Testometers, (saves batteries), $1.50.

A visit to our
gift suggestions.

Auto Department will reveal many other

Phone
M. 2540

MCcAVITY'S

11-17
King St.

. of feet of films, the majority of them

Mt. Allison Movies

Sackville, N. B., Dec. 14—A motion’
picture.film of
the maritime provi
completed at Mount Allison

college students, and in which
dents themselves are the actors.

by the Eastern Canada Film Company
and will be ready for release at an early
date, to be shown all over the maritime
provinces.

The scenes are all laid about the camp-
us and buildings of Mount Allison and
in some of the scenes, the entire student
body of about 800 boys and girls is
shown at work and play. Since practic-
ally all of this large body of students
comes from the four. quarters of the
maritime provinces, the folks “at home”
will be given something of a treat in
seeing their sons and daughters, many
of them in close-ups, in their daily life at
college.

Woven into the story are scenes of a
decade ago, in which appear students of
that day, all of whom have since entered
their chosen professions, many of whom
have since made enviable names for
themselves.

The premier showing of the picture
will be made before the student body
-just before they leave for their homes
for the Christmas vacation period, after
which the film will be released for show-
ing in practically all of the motion pic-
ture theatres of the provinces,

GERMANY PUTS BAN
ON AMERICAN MOVIES

Smuggled Films bhave Taken the Place
of Those Produced at Home,

RS

Berlin, Dec. 15—The war of Ger-
man film producers against the wide-
spread production of -American-made
pictures which have been . smuggled
across the frontiers of Germany since
the armistice was today carried before
the minister of finance and economics,
who, on the request of the German con-
cerns, directed the police authorities to
prevent further exhibitien of the Ameri-
can pictures.

The German producers pointed out
that A'mericans had succeeded in flood-
ing the German market with thousands

several years old, which they sold so
cheaply that theatrical proprietors were |
able to exhibit them at only a fraction!
of the cost of German films, upon which
royalties have to be paid.

The American pictures proved so pop-

half if the country were divided inlo
welectrical districts” with huge central
plants to furnish power for street raii-
ways,
cording to John Price Jackson,

yegterday at the last session of
American Society of Mechanical Engi-

TPennsylvanip
neers.

great interest throughout organized
nces has just been Federal

] \1lis University They would eliminate waste of power in
showing much of the inside life of theigmall plants,
the ‘stu-‘,would tend toward the substitution of
The ! electrical locomotives for
film, approximately 1,500 feet, was taken|steam engines.
out that

alar in the provinces that the German
pruducers complained they  virtually
were unable to sell their products 50!
long as American films were obtainable. |
Throughout the Rhineland towns, and |
particularly in Cologne, the movimg|
picture houses have been featuring sen-|
sational wild west films and the cow= |
punchers, cowgirls and Indians pmVedi
prime favorites with German moving
picture patrons. The complainants
against the smuggling of the films al-
leged that the majority of them had
been run across. the frontier at Cologne |

S GlimiDs
Druggists refund money if PAZO OINT-|
MENT fails to Cure Itching, Blind, Bleed- i
ing or Protruding Piles. Instantly relieves |
Itching Piles, and you can get restful
sleep after first application- e

freight traffic of the country. It was
the idea of the speakers that these cen-
tral power stations would be placed as
near as possible to coal fieids <o that
transportation charges could be cut.

Estimates were that this idea would
save 30,000,000 tons of coal in 1920 and
that the saving of wood wouid be 59,-
60,000 tons in 1980. John A. Stevens,
vice-president of the society, and other
engineers have suggested that these
superpower stations be linked up with
waterpower stations Whe veve

Edwin S. Carman, new president of
the organization, announced tual tue 15,-
000 members had pledged their aid to
the new American Engineering Council.

TELLS HOV TO,SAVE COAL.

(New York.Times.)
The nation’s coal bill could be cut in

and factories, a¢-
dean of
State College, who spoke
the

lighting systems,

These “superpower areas” should bhe
on lines similar to lhat of the
Reserve system in banking.

the speaker said,  and

To Cure a Cold in One Day
Take Groves LAXATIVE BROMO
QUININE tablets. The genuine bears
kthe signature of E. W. Grove. 80c.

the wuosteful
Other speakers pointed
this also would release much

AN HOUR WITH NATURE.

A. Gordon Leavitt held the delighted
and appreciative attention of one of the
largest. meetings of the Men’s Club of
Knox church yet held when he gave an
illustrated -address last night entitled:
“An hour with nature” Mr. Leavitt
showed a large number of charts and
diagrams to explain his subject, which
he made one of fascinating interest. The
audience was sogreatly interested that,
when the lecture was concluded, Mr.
Leavitt was called upon to answer many
questions. George McKinney, the presi-
dent, was in the chair and a hearty vote
of thanks was extended to Mr. Leavitt
by acclamation after the motion had
been put by -Kenneth J. MacRae.  Ar-
rangements were made for the next
meeting which, it was decided, should
take the form of a Scottish night.

‘Nickeled and Copper Tablewars

none could be more appro-

Of the many gifts you many select for the housewife,
priate or acceptable than Nickeled and Copper Tableware
showing is unusually large and attractive, both
ing ;
for use on the stove, at $8.15 each. Also Aluminum
at the same price.

NICKELED AND
at $4.50 and $5.00 each. Then there are Brass
from $8.60 upwards.

Hot Water

as to quality and design, compris-

NICKELED COFFEE PERCOLATORS
(stove) Coffee Percolators

COPPER SERVING TRAYS

g I

el

of which our Holiday
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Kettles, with stands,

H

ELECTRIC COFFEE MACHINE SETS

consisting of Coffee Machine, Tray, Cream and Sugar, at

» BRASS TODDY KETTLES
at $8.50 and $9.00 each; Electric Hot Water
at $16.45 cach; Electric

$9.00 and $14.60 each; Electric Dise Stoves at $7.00 each.

ELECTRIC IRONS
at $8.00, and in the smaller sizes at $6.50; Curling Irons,
out drier, $8.70; Heating Pads, $7.50.

ELECTRIC READING LAMPS
in wide variety of modern and antique finishes, with silk
shades, at prices ranging from 18.50 upwards.

Lamps, and Dainty Boudoir Lamn
THE “EVEREADY” DAYLO SAFETY LI
The-light that says
teries, should be on every Christmas gift list.
plete. You'll find them in the
There are many other gift suggestions
-which lack of space forbids us to mention.
them while our display is at its best.

W. H. Thorne & Co.,

Store Hours:—8.30 a. m. to 6 p. m.

SHOP EARLY!

Kettles in nickel and in
Toasters at $7.35, $8.25 and $8.50 each; Electric Grills at

Also Solid Mahogany
)s with shades of silk and denim.

SHOP NOWV.

$16.50 and $19.80 each.

copper finish

with drier, $9.60, with-

and with art glass

Floor

GHT

“There it is”—with its surpassing brilliancy and long-life bat-
Of these our line is large
Sporting Department. Take the elevator.

and com-

in this. particular line
But come in and see

Ltd.

Open Saturdays till 10 p. m.

.




