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For Governm

Conscription Plan a Screen

ent Incompetency

No Need for Compullsion if Government strseon Crecko Winnipeg,  for many

Had Done Its Duty, Says E. M. Mc-
Denald in Scathing Attack — A Pre-

Election Measure

Ottawa, July 4—That the resort to conscription was
nethod of seeking to cover up its own sins of omission and commission and | came back.”

the government’s

was not necessary because of any real fatlure on the part of the people of
Canada to measure up to the full requirements of war needs, was the grava-

men of a strong indictment against the Borden administratien presented to [ etters will reach him there.

parliament today by E. ML MacDonald, of Pictou.

Mr. MacDonald’s contribution to the conscription debate (sas probably the iif be sent to you on receipt of 5 cents

most plain spoken and smashing general attack on’ governmental “weakness,
inefficiency and incompetency” yet delivered by any of the opponents of the
conscription bill,. He reviewed the whole record of lethargic war administra-

tion, pointed to’ the things which had been done badly, charged graft, politi-| i

G <14 home remedy for
cal favoritism, lack of proper organization and mobilization of the national Trouble, Sleeplessness, Anaemia, Ner-
to meet war conditions, declared that the conditions of the con- yous Ailments, Nerve Paralysis, Palpita-

resources

scription bill itself exempted the rich and bore heavily on the

poor, and drew

the conclusion that the remedy for the falling off in recruiting lay rather in
a change of administrative methods and the restoration of public confidence
. in governmental leadership than in an practicable resort to forced enlistment.

Mr. MacDonaid’s was the main speech of

the day forecasting the general

outlinz of criticism which the government will have to meet when it appeals to

W. $. LOGGIE CRITICAL BUT FAVORS BILL.

Adoption of a different attitude with regard to conscription, although ";Solc Proprietors: Dr. Cassell's Co,, Ltd,,
the same time not mincing in his criticism of the government’s mistakes in|
handling recruiting and war organization generally, W. S. Loggie, a

New

Brunswick Liberal, with two sons and a daughter at the front, advanced one

appealing plea for the

bill. He quoted a sentence from a letter written by

his soldier son to his sister, a nurse in France:

“What is the news regarding conscription and coalition?
What does father think of it?”

for conscription myself.

I am strong

“That settled the issue for me”, commented Mr. Loggie.
Two of the French-speaking members who spoke today came out frankly

on the Canada-has-dcac-crough platform,

Roch Lanctot, speaking from the

Liberal side, protested against “driving Canada into bankruptcy for the sake
of England.” He made one unique suggestion, namely that the wealth of all

millionaires who favored conscription

mere pittance of $100,000 to get along on.

should be conscripted, leaving them a
Millionaires who did not favor

conscription, said Mr. Lanctot, might be exempted. That would test the loyal-

ty of the rich who were shouting for

conscription.

Joseph A. Descarries, speaking from the Conservative side in support of
the Barrette amendment to kill the bill, put up the new argument that it
was ultra vires for the dominion parliament to pass the conscription measure
since the British North America Act gave no authority to the Canadian gov-
ernment to conscript subjects of Canada for service in Europe.

What of Daylight Saving?
Hon. Wm.. Pugsley, in the house this

atfernoon, asked Sir George Foster what |

the government’s proposals were regard-
ing the daylight saving bill which has
been given a first reading, and ‘he
thought that if it was to become effective
this summer progress would have to be
raade at once. *“The bill is not proceed-
ing as rapidly as the summer,” he said.
gir George Foster replied that the de-
bate on the military service bill had pre-
cedence and the daylight saving bill
would follow in the wake of that mea-
sure.
'The
supply

house went into committee of
on a resolution by Sir Thomas
White. He stated that the three months
supply voted had expired and by an
arrangement between Sir Robert Borden
and Sir Wilfrid Laurier a supply for two
further months would be granted.

The resolution was passed, and the
bill based upon it given a first reading.

E. M. MacDonald, of Pictou, con-
tinued the debate on the conscription
bill. He said that we should have two
objects in view. One was to give out
best energies so that we would play our
part against the miltary despotism in
Germany and second that we should
kcep peace at home and prevent discord.

Mr. MacDonald declared that all the
forces of the country should have been
mobilized long ago. He said the govern-
ment should long ago have conferred
with Great Britain and France as to
what our part in the war should be, and
to the best services we should render.
Arrangements should have been made
for transportation and for building ships.
There should have been a conference
with the Allies as to the number of men

we should furnish, having vegard“to our !

povulation and needs of the men at the
front.

,  Mr. MacDonald blamed the premier for
?(!clays in these matters. As a result to-
| day we were not giving full service and
i the recruiting response was not as en-
I thusiastic as it otherwise would have
been. Instead there had been a succes-
sion of hysteria. There was the machine
gun hysteria. Then there was an hys-
teria over elections, three times there
was evidence of elections. The ballot
boxes wcre sent to England and arrange-
ments made for voting.

The premier had looked at things from
a political standpoint. Now he says,
“forget politics.”

'There was a national service hysteria,
which carried on a campaign not to fill
the wastage at the front but to find
men to work on the farms. He refer-
red to the dispute between Sir Robert
Borden and Sir Sam Hughes. The let-
ters which had been published furnished
no parallel and disclosed conditions with-
in the cabinet which showed that the
members were not worrying over the
wastage at the front.

Rap for Liberals.

Mr. MacDonald said that the pre-
mier’s hysteria seemed to “have affected
some gentlemen on this side of the
house.”

He said that when Liberals last year
made the just and proper criticism of
the military administration, the member
for Red Deer, Dr. Clark, gave evidence
[(’f being affected by hysteria and de-
nounced all his former colleagues. A
| similar obsession seized him a few weeks
rago. Mr. MacDonald said only a year
'ago Dr. Clark said he was proud of the
position taken by Sir John Simon in re-
(tiring from the cabinet on account of
| his opposition to conscription. .

The plain -people of the country were
|not affected with hysteria, said Mr.
MacDonald. This was shown by the

Blue-jay may
any drug store.
relief is near, if

be bought at
This means
you want it.

Painful corns succumb to
these inexpensive, wonderful little plasters.

Millions of people have mastered corns this

way.

The treatment is quick and gentle.

The first application ends most corns after
48 hours. The stubborn few vanish with
the second or third treatment.

Pared corns keep

liquids are dangerous.

alone is permanent.

coming back. Harsh
Blue-jay treatment

Prove tonight that every corn is needless.

Get Blue-jay at your drug store.

Relief is

instant. In 48 hours your corn is gone for-
ever. Try this certain way once—tonight!

il For Sale by Afl
i Druggists

i _St?:.ﬁah—End(:d ?&s f '

A! ing a still more serious situation.”

WINNIPEG MAN
CURED.

Says Dr. Cassell’s Tablets Saved him
from Nervous Breakdown,

Mr. G. C. Inman, 380, Harcourt street,
for many

life of Canada, says: “I was terribly
rundown and weak. I had no appetite,
and I suffered if I forced myself to eat.
My nerves were In a bad way, and my
sleep very disturbed. Everything point-
ed to a nervous breakdown. Then 1 got
Dr. Cassell’s Tablets. The first result
'was that I could sleep, and then my
| health rapidly improved. It was really
‘astonishing how my strength and fitness

{  Mr. Inman is now in England, manag-
iing the well-known firm of A. W. Inman
and Son, Printers and Publishers, Leeds.

| A free sample of Dr, Cassell’s Tablets

!for mailing and packing, Address Har-
‘old F. Ritchie & Co.,, Ltd, 10, MPCaul

E street, Toronto,
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|

| —
voted Liberal. He claimed this was ac-
counted for because of their feeling
against the government’s conduct of the
war. This was true in Saskatchewan,
where the Conservative slogan was “vote
for Willoughby and Borden.” The peo-
ple of that province gave their answer.

Goyernment’s Weakness.

Reviewing some of the things which
the government had left undone and the
administrative failures responsible for
the general feeling of distrust and dis-
satisfaction, Mr. MacDonald noted that |
accumulated wealth had been left prac- |
tically untouched while the poor were |
called upon to sacrifice in every direct-
ion. ‘I'he minister of labor had sat 4dly |
by while the cost of living kept on soar- '
ing. All he had done was to pass an in-|
effective order-in-council under which |
there had been no prosecutions and the
situation instead of being relieved had |
been aggravated. After the order had !
been in force for four months the index !
number had risen from 198 to 217, ac- |
cording to the figures of the labor de- |
partment showing average cost of neces- |
sities. Por two and a half years there |
had been practically no government act- |
ion to relieve the coal supply situation.

There was urgent need for the build- |
ing of more ships but all that the gov-|
ernment had done was “to permit the,
imperial government to secure the build-
ing of a few ships in Canada through
the agency of the imperial munitions
board.”

The deficiency in the rolling stock on
the government railways had been
pointed out many months ago. No vig-
orous action had been taken to .meet this
deficiency and there had been the re-
sulting transportation congestion.

The organization of our agricultural
resources had been left almost solely to
individual intiative and effort. Of gov-|
ernmental organization and mobilization |
of all the resources of the nation therel
had been none. Even in the raising of|
the domestic loan the finance minister|
had simply turned the business over to;
the banks and brokerage houses on a
commission basis, not asking them to
give their services free. In the United
States the Liberty loan had been assist-
ed by the bankers without charge of a
single cent commission.

The Lack of Leadership,

“That is the situation,” said the mem-
ber for Pictou, “a situation created by
the lethargy and inefficiency of ‘the gov-
ernment. The people have done their
best but they have been handicapped
because there has been no governmental
leadership. Now this general dissat-
isfaction has been aggravated by the
members of the government who have
thrown into the arena this bill threatén-

\fact that the provinces had recently all
i
|

As late as April 80, said Mr. Mac-
Donald, the minister of militia had de-
clared in the house that the question
of conscription had “not yet had the
consideration of this government.” But
the wastage at the front was then just
as great as it was now and the call for
men was just as imperative. The prime
minister had stated that the question of
conscription had not been discussed at
all while he was in England.

Mr. MacDonald thought it was sig-
nificant that the idea should only occur
to Sir Robert when he returned to Can-
ada on the same boat with Hon. Robert
Rogers. It was significant, too, that the
premier had not thought it worth while
to first, consult with the leader of the
opposition before suddenly deciding on
the conscription policy and then seek-

coalition.

he bill, he declared bore all the im-
prints of a political dodge designed to
divert attention from past mistakes and
win an election. Despite the plea of
urgency, the prime minister had declared
his willingness to wait for an election
under a coalition government before |
putting conscription into force. No ar-
rangement had been made for the gen-
eral registration of man power as had
been the preliminary step in Great Brit-
ain and the United States. Instead the
government was relying on census in-
formation seven years old, and the in-
complete data of the national service
board secured under the promise that
the registration cards were intended to
get men for work in Canada and not fotr
war.

The boards of selection would prac-|
tically be appointees of the government |
under the same political influence whlch|
had existed up to the present time.
a county court judge was to be given|
the right to appoint one member of
the local board, there was no reason why
he should be asked to appoint both mem-
bers thus insuring against political in-
fluence. The movement kept in its own
hands the right to definc the term “na-
tional interest” on which depended the
exemptions from military service.

Calls for Defining Exemptions.

Mr, MacDoneld believed that it was
the duty of the government to take the
country into its confidence and specify
‘clearly at the start all the grounds on

which exemtions would be granted. Ag-
riculturalists, miners, fishermen, lumber-
men and industrial workers should know
clearly whether or not they would be
; a.llct( upon for military service under the

It |

provisions of the bill. A careful study
of all the clauses of the measure had
convinced him that the elgborate ma-

chinery for appeals and the wording em-
ployed in regard to exemptions were de-
signed to make it easy for the rich man
to escape conscription, while the poor
man with no funds to carry his appeal
to the higher courts or with no excuse
of “necessary business” was discrimin-
ated against.

Mr. MacDonald disagreed entirely
with the statement in the preamble of
the bill that volunteer recruiting had
failed. It had lagged but it had not
failed, and falling off in recruiting was
due to conditions created by the gov-
ernment which conditions could be rem-
edied. There should be, he urged, more
inducements of a material character to
men with dependents, to enlist. The
government would be justified in in-
suring the lives of every recruit who left
behind persons dependent upon him.
There should be no further complaint
about delays in receiving assigned pay
or separation allowance. There should
no longer be political favoritism in the
choice of officers or in the purchase of
supplies. There should be a clearing up
of the charge made by Sir Sam Hughes
that there had been a deliberate slowing
up in recruiting a charge which had
been met with ealy a modified denial
from the prime minister. There should
be, at the head of military affairs both
in Canada and overseas, men in whose
military experience and sagacity the
country had absolute confidence.

Questions Ability of Mnisters.

“The present minister of militia in
Canada,” said Mr. MacDonald, “may
be a genial man but those who have
business with the department know that
it is almost impossible to get anything
promptly now. They are simply mark-
ing time at the department. There is
weakness, inefficiency and incompetency
here. Nobody outside of Ottawa knows
anything at all about General Gwatkin,
the man who is supposed to be the chief
military authority and adviser in Can-
ada. As to the overseas minister, no-
body seems to know just what Sir
George Perley’s status is. At any rate
he is no military genius. I received just
the other day a letter from a prominent
commanding officer who declared that
only politics and pull could get anything
over there now.”

Quoting from this officer’s letter, Mr.
MacDonald read to the house the state-
ment that the two aides to General
Turner were the sons of “Bob Rogers”
and the late Hon. Dr. Montague.

“Everybody knows here what the
game is,” wrote the officer. “It is the
same evervwhere. Borden may well

STOMACH MEDIGINES
ARE DANGEROUS

DOCTORS NOW ADVISE MAGNE-

Just how dangerous it is to indiscrim-
inately dose the stomach with drugs and
medicines is often not realized until too
late. It seems so simple to swallow a
dose of some special mixture or take
tablets of ‘soda, pepsin, bismuth, etc,
after meals, and the folly of this drug-
ging is not apparent until, perhaps years
afterward, when it is found that gastric
ulcers have almost eaten their way
through the stomach walls. Regrets are
then unavailing; it: i8 the early stages
when indigestion;’, dy&pepsia, heartburn,
flautulence, etc., indicates excessive acid-
ity of the stomach and fermentation of
food contents that precaution should be
taken. Drugs and medicines are unsuit-
able and often dangerous—they have lit-
tle or no influence upon the harmful
acid, and that is why doctors are dis-
carding them and advising sufferers
from indigestion and stomach trouble
to get rid of the dangerous acid and
keep the contents bland and sweet
by taking a le pure bisurated magne-
sia instead. Bisurated Magnesia is an
absolutely pure anti-acid which can be
readily obtained from any drug store.
It is absolutely harmless, is practically
tasteless and a teaspoonful taken in a
little warm or cold water after meals,
will usually be found quite sufficient to
‘instantly neutralize excessive acidity of
the stomach and prevent all possibility
of the food fermenting.

the front.”
In regard to the attitude of labor, Mr.
MacDonald deprecated the attacks

which had- been made upon President
Watters and the other officials of the
Trades and Labor Congress. What la-
bor had asked for was the full con-
secration of all resources for the good
of the state. The attitude of the labor
officials on the Cconscription issue had
been consistent from first to last and
the ‘men who spoke for 165,000 members
of organized labor could not be wiped
aside merely by calling them traitors.

Dealing briefly with the situation in
Quebec, the member for Pictou de-
clared that the failure of recruiting there
was due largely to the doctrine preach-
ed, with the help ot Tory money, by
the Nationalists, still represented in the
cabinet by Messrs. Sevigny and Blon-
din. It was folly to think of coercing
one-third of the population of Canada.

The only wise course was the policy
of good will and toleration. In Aus-
tralia, where the difficulties and compli-
cations in the way of conscription were
much less than in Canada, the common-
wealth government was working out a
satisfactory administration of the volun-
tary system, and preserving at the same
time national harmony and unity. Un-
der proper conditions the same result
could be achieved in Canada.

Mr. MacDonald concluded with an
appeal for a further trial of the volun-
tary system, under proper conditions,
and. the reference of the conscription
issue to the people in a referendum.

Digby Member in Shortest Speech.

Clarence Jamieson of Digby (N. 8.),
distinguished himself by making the
shortest speech the conscription debate
has produced up to the present. He met
demands for another trial of the volun-
tary system by declaring that it had al-
ready gone too far. Instead of taking
the men who should be going it was
drawing away from agriculture and
other essential industries men who were
needed at home. The selective ' draft
provided for under the conscription bill
would take the very men the country
could least spare.

Mr. Jamieson appealed to the house
to seriously consider what would follow
the adoption of either of the proposed
amendments.

“If the amendment to defer considera-
tion of this bill or the amendment in
frvor of a referendum carries it would
mean—If not in purpose then in effect—
that Canada’s sustained participation in
this war would end; ends not because
the spirit of valor has forsaken the
breasts of our soldiers in the trenches
but because the spirit of patriotism has
failed i nthe breasts of the people at
home for whom our men volunteered
and went overseas to fight,” said Mr.
Jamieson. “It means we think more of
our political lives than of the lives of the
men who are offering their breasts to
stem the onrush of Prussian barbaricm.”

“No member in this house can escape
his responsibility. History will record
whether we stood for national dignity
or national decadence. Every member
of this house must line up for or against
the men in the trenches, for or against
the future existence of Canada as the
free country she is now.” -

P. E. I. Member for Referendom,

Mr. Hughes, Kings, P. E. 1., followed
in support of the referendum measure.
He argued that the voluntary system
had succeeded magnificently but that it
had never had a fair trial, especially in
Quebec. He made charges of incompe-
tence and graft, -including a prolonged
discussion of the Colonel Allison affair.
To this he added a list of Prince Ed-
ward Islanders who had been dismissed
or had other grievances against the gov-
ernment, remarking that there no Lib-
eral need apply for anything save a job
in the trenches.

W. S. Loggie’s Stand.

w. s¢ Loggie, Northumberland, argued
that the state protected the citizen botl'\
at home and abroad. The British flag
even in a foreign country protects the
British subject. He did not agree with
the arguments that men could not be
sent abroad to fight.

He thought a mistake was made in
judgment in not approaching Sir Wil-
frid Laurier before the bill was intro-
duced. The Liberal leader should have
been asked to co-operate before the an-
ncuncement in the house.

He agreed that we must get more men
than are now being recruited to keep up

dread the homecoming of the men from lthe Canadian forces. He said he was in

favor of conscription.

Mr. Loggie said that on  general
principles the people must rule, but
when the state was in jeopardy it was
the duty of the elected members to act.
He said he could not see his way clear
ito vote for the referendum. “I could not
understand the logic that we were fight-
ing for England; we, are fighting for
ourselves,” he said.

He asked if the bill became law what
then. He made a number of suggestions.

First, he proposed that the two
parties should get together and grant an
extension of parliament.

Second; there should be a
effort for voluntary enlistment.

“Finally, if this failed the selective
draft method should be enforced.

‘Conscription, he said, was the fair
method, but it must be conscription all
round. Those who could not fight must
be ready to sacrifice all they had to help
carry on the war. He did not believe
Canadians would submit to this bill be-
cause although men would submit to a
good deal under the voluntary system
they would not be Canadians to submit
to discrimination under conscription.

He declared he would support the ref-
erendum because he believed the people.
ought to be consulted on so important a'
measure, and if it carricd he would do
all ’Kssible to help enforce it.

“The best thing this government
could do,” concluded Mr. Hughes,
“would be to acknowledge their incom-
petency, resign and ask the governor-
general to call upon Sir Wilfrid to form
a government, and people would say of
them as of Charles I, that nothing in
their lives became them like their going
out of it.” This sally was greeted with
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loud laughter from the "ovemmenti

benches.

WILL SHOW BEST METHODS
OF FOOD CONSERVATIONY

Boston, July 5—The Women’s com«;
mittee of the Boston committee on pub
lic safety will supplement the reg-istra]

tion campaign designed to show the
best methods of co-operation for the |
conservation of food. Food demonstra
tions will be maintained at publie schoo]

centers, and pamphlets will be dis-
tributed.
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