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Drawing Towards the Climax.

It is unlikely that any decisive action is possible on
the western front this year. What General Haig has
done is to make his position absolutely secure by tak-
ing all the high grouad in Flanders, so that an ztt:ack
next spring, when the campaign s renewed, can be
launched against tha Germans under the most favorable
circumstances. If we could expect more than this it
would be the capture of Ostend and Zeebrugge, and the
consequent curtailment of submarine activity for the
winter. This would make everything comparatively
snug and safe till spring. ‘We must not be too sanguine
about what is possible even tho the urgency be very
great. The daily expenditure thru an idle winter is
a staggering fact to face. Britain’s forty millions,
poured out every 24 hours, is an inconceivable treasure.
France is almost exhausted, but will never give in.
‘Italy is hungry and almost face to face with famine,
The condition of Serbia, Belgium, Rumania, Poland,
is beyond description. Germany is not worse, and Ger-
manmy is very straitened. Russia is in a hopeless case,
a bad debt, as we said some weeks ago, from which
little is to be expected.

What is there to depend upon? What cheer is there
in the situation? . The answer to that is in the Undited
States. The extraordinary briskness and activity with
which the American Government has jumped into the
war, once the decigion was made, will be a matter for
the comment of history. There is a degree of .thoro-
ness about the American national character, an atten-
tion to detail, an ingenuity of foresight and provision,
& determination and inflexibility of purpose, which
promises certain success in all to which Uncle Sam
puts his heart and hand.

There ‘appears to be a good reason for this. Presi-
dent Wilsom; in all good faith, negotiated with the
kaiser for nearly three years, He tried everything that
promised to maintain peace and keep the Germans
within the bounds of civilized decency. Not only did
they flout his notes, and trifle with his negotiations,
but they deceived and tricked - and juggled and con-
spired, as Mr. Gerard's remarkable book shows; they
plotted in the United States itself, they murdered Am-
eriean citizens, they destroyed American property, they
hoped to overthrow the Washington government and
raise the standard of a Teutonic rebellion. All this
has been traced to kaiserism, to the policy of the Ho-

"henzollerns, and America has resolved that democracy
and the Hohenzollerns cannot coexist.

The kaiser has sent his crown’and jewels to Am-
sterdam for safety. He knows the game is up. He
shall not need them long.  The hand-writing is on the
wall, Britain, with her traditions of chivalry and
mercy, has been complacent for three years and allowed
many things to pass which greatly comforted the Teu-
tonic alliances. Uncle Sam is not going to comfort the
kaigser any longer. He has declared war, and it is to
be such war as the kaiser himself has waged, minus the
brutality. The courtesies of war are at an end. The
day of soft things is past. The easy policy is done.

Vast treasures belonging to Germany which have
been treated as tho held in trust, are to be confis-
cabed. All the nickel which the Germans have hoarded
will be dragged into the light of day. Cotton, steel,
copper, leather, oil, chemicals, and other war supplies,
purchased by German agents in the sure and certain
hope ¢f.the kaiser that the United States was scared-of
him and his spies, will be taken over as the spoils of
war, and used against those who intended them for
other uses. There is said to be a million bales of cot-
ton, worth $148,000,000, and the Queen of Sheba would
have been more astonished at the total of this boot)
than at Solomon’s. ‘

Nor 18 Uncle Sam going to permit the little neutrals
who have been holding the sponge and the towel and
the legnons for the kaiser these three years past to con-
{inue to run with the hare and hunt with the hounds.
They will have to come to heel and acknowledge the
master of the hunt. ;

Food now becomes a prime necessity of war. Hol-
land, Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Switzerland and Spain
have ceased to comfort the enemy of mankind. They
sold their food to Germany, and relied on the enemies
of Germany to feed them.

Uncle Sam has settled this policy. The neutrals
shall have no more food until they have consumed their
own. Famime must haunt the neutral bhoard as well as

that of the belligerent. A desperate world may see
the necessity of uniting with those who wish to end
ihis wretchedness by destroying its ‘author—the kaiser.
It is to Washington that Europe looks today. Her
money in billions, her men in millions, her great guns,
her munitions, her mavy, constantly growing; her mer-
chant marine increasing by thousaads, her submarines,
her aeroplanes, all this mighty host, accumulating its
forces, will be ready in the spring to strike the blow
for which the British, the French, the Canadians, have
been preparing. No wonder the kaiser has sent his
crown to Amsterdam. The great war approaches the
last act of the drama.

: Two-Fifths of a Cent. :

:One of the Pecksniffian characteristics of moder
society is to make a horrible exampl one of the
glaring successes of the system to” whichk we are all
contributory, and having degraded him
eminent erime of having been found out,
act, we accept this scapegoat expiation, Wwhile all the
other goats continue as usual to flourish on the system |
and commit crimes equal to or greater than that of the
discovered culprit. 2

This {s why there is a social ferment in England
and everywhere. This is why the system as well as its
producis must go. This is why the eminent exponents
of the system are held so culpable by thgir equals, be-
cause by being too brilliant, too clever, too eminently
snocessful, théy only demonstrate the iniquity of the
system and all that flourish by it. The theory is that
if you take enough not to make it worth while bother-

. profiteers?

ages;
meastired mile and give the show away, by compelling

everybody else to keep up the same speed, no sympathy
is due from your peers any more than from your vic-
tims. ;

We have no wish to anticipate the report of the
commission on the bacon trade, but where everybody
is commenting it may mot be amiss to call attention to
some of the facts, It appears to have been a revelation
to many people that gigantic aggregate profits were
derivable from infinitesimal profits on ‘ultimate units.
This, of course, is the secret of all the big businesses.
Their profit is actually not as large as used to be taken
out of the smaller blocks ;
very large number of smaller concerns,
that is the real mischief and the real danger,
are apt to lose sight of this f

bacon, you never worry

buy an extra paper, or drop ,the coppers
$750,000 in one year in & big business.

Of course not.

thru whose multitudinous hands there pass (by proxy)
all the proddcts of the farm,

higher,
fied with two-fifths of a cent,
own moderation. : But it is the last straw
camel’s back.
cealed their trachs.
two-fifthe of @ cent.

on

not do it somebody €lse would.
We do not acquit the kaiser.

tion which shall be as bad
and the coming German one all rolled into one.

stock, and draws wages in
doing nothing at all except guarding his scrip.
the part of the system that is

as well as cunning people, who

two-fifths of a t because of their share in it
the same principle.
on,
ful ecompetition, the factory

for
Janus system.Jpoks both ways.

prices,

~

turnover, ahd its two-fifths of a cent

ought to be its shame.

deem any organization of thid character.
ery can
pose intended it is a SUCCess; u_xe

the pound when three-quarters of an ounce

view, all equally indefensible. The one thing that can
change the character of such an
gpirit. To substitute this for the
would work many revolutioas.

disappear. Middlemen would be tolerated only

services actually rendered.

sp}rit of private gain

would be greater success, wider business, lower prices,
and constantly extending patronage. Under such cir-
cumstances, it is also coatended, profits would oontln}le
to accrue with increasing volume, There is'no reason,
however, why such profits should become Pprivate
gains as long as there are public channels for their
disposal. Instead of adding to the taxation ol the
people, $750,000, which is about two mills on the
dollar in Toronto, could be turned over to the hospitals
and other public charges.

When the head of such am institution becomes SO
morally blind that he cannot see.the evil of the system,
of which he may only be the tool or the victim, but of
which he may also be the clever manipulator; then it
is time for him to take thought, not by his own defec-
tive standards, nor by the stultifying comparisons pos-
sible with his peenrs,
which dominate the moral world. Verily it is harder
for the rich man to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven
than for the camel to go thru the eye of a needle. And
what shall it profit a man if he lose his soul for the
sake of two-fifths of a cent?

I Other People’s Opinions

A Soldiers’ Home.

Bditor World: The Palmer House, which was used
as headquanters for the most successful campaign that
was ever entered into in the interests of the British Red
Oross,.is now dismantled of its decorations. I think it
would be a most useful place for a soldiers’ home for
our refurned men, many of whom probably will never be
able to get into aivil employment again, If the public-
gpirited citizens will come forward in their usual patriotic
spirit, raise a sum of money, form a coupany, with
shares of $1 each, every workingman could take a share
if they so desired. If the government were approached
in a suitable manner, I think it might be arranged with
the owner to rent the same, it being conveniently situ.
ated to the new union depot, and furnish a comfortable
home at a reasonable rate. H. B, Brett.

57 Simcoe street.

The value of otters is fully recognized by the Chinese,
who train them to fish.
A scheme is on foot to take tin ore from Bolivia via

ing about, or if you conceal your operations with
reasonahle business propriety, the systemy may last for

the . Panama Canal to Jamaica Bay, where the larges:
A} 3 5 @
European firm of tin smeiters has just purchased a

ract of soine nine acres of land on the northern

but lt"you run it at high speed, right over the}

of business carried on by a
1t is mot profit
and we
in the énormity of the
sums of money piled up on profits of two-fifths of a
¢ent a pound. When you buy half a pound of ham oT
over one-fifth of a cent, mor
even over half a cent, if it cannot be gplit in your favor,
if you bought fixe pounds of ham and were offered a
two cent rebate on the transaction, you would probably
in the chil-
dren’s aid box. But those are the profits that roll up to

the fishery, the orchard.
Each hdnd takes its toll and boosts the price a little |y
The last man who gathers all together is satis-
and is astounded at his
the | ¢4
All the previous middlemen have con-|west, particularly,
This one has sold his soul for

The defence of the profiteers is that Jjf they did
It is the same defence
in principle which the kaiser has pleaded all along.
Shall we acquit the
Not if we do not wish to bring on a revolu-
as the French, the Russian

We have pointed out already how the worst middle-
man is he who puts unnecessary capital into watered
the shape of dividends for
This is
most crafty and malig-
nant, for it enlists in its behalf all kinds of inmocent
continue to support the
system for what they get out of it, and defend the

The working man ds also appealed to, and on much
If the big business is not carried
if the market is not raided for material by success-
must close up, and the
workman will be out of work. The same pleader, be it
remembered, will ask that this workman be not enlisted
the war, lest there be a scarcity of labor. The

When all is said and done and the system, with its
gleeping partoner middlemen, its competition forcing up
its grip om the workmen, its monopoly control
of distribution, crowding out the small men; its huge
net, profit, has
been seen in all its complex malignity, ruthless as the
tornado, irresistible, and heartless, transforming men
into money machines; the worst feature about it is the
sacrifice of talent, of business ability, of honorable in-{of th
tentions, of moral sensibility, €0 that men engaged in
it can see no wrong about it, can even glory in what

There is only one thing that in the future will re-
Its machin-
probably not be improved upon; for the pur-
post-curing practice
by which brine is sold for bacon is familiar to the dairy

man who sells salt for butter, putting two ounces to
is the

proper quantity, and there are other sharp practices
which grow up when not gervice but profits are in

institution is public
Watered stock would
for

There would be no less
efficiency, and perhaps, as some have contended, there

but by the great ethical standards

shore.

Draft Coalition Marks End of Con-
servatives and Rise of Union-
ists With Many Liberal
' Members.

By Sir John Willison Late
of The Toronto ﬂcw;, in
Ngw York Tribune.

Canada has @' 'new goverihment and
with its“advent the Conservative party
will probably disappear. We have had
our party names from England. In the
days of crown government those who
maintained the authorfty of British of-
ficlals and zed the aecendancy -of
“Downing Street” were called Tories.
This was meliowed to Conservatives as
fuller rights of self-government .were
conceded to the British North.American

Publisher
The

longed to the Conservative
his followers described as Co
servatives. To this usurpation the Lib-
eral party never submitted, and enerally
Liberal and Conservative have the
distinguishing names of the two political
parties of Again, however, Con~
servative a

Libe

Da these fractions of a cent make the -high prices? e dras
The high prices are created by the long
train of middlemen who toil not, peither do they spin,

etic prosecution of the war. As at con-
ederation, a Conservative holds the of-
fice of prime minister, but half of th
members of the new cabinet have belong-
ed to the Liberal party. ~
Naturally, unwilling to be described as
Conservatives, another name for them
ecomes necessary. The term Unionist
almost suggests itsélf, and as Unionists
probably the followers of the new cab-
iret will be known. As Whig disappear-
in the United States &0
r in Canada. In the
the old name of the
arty was not too favorably regarded.
It was said to be distasteful to the
American settlers and to the more radi-
tion. But for

the ci

: have produced
coalition the old mame doubtless would
have persisted. It is curlous, too, that
even if Unionist is adopted we still will
secem to have borrowed ff‘om Great Bri-
tain, where unionist is the last coinage
of the old British Tory party.
Struggles Toward a Coalition:

For four morhs Sir Robert Borden
struggled to effeet a coalition with the
parliamentary opposition, When the
voluntary syst
unproductive and conscription necessary
to reinforce the Canadian expeditionary
army, it was apparent that a party gov-
ernment could not easily enforce ocom-
pulsion, particularly in
vince of Quebec. The prime minister,
therefore, made adyvances to Sir Wilfrid
‘Laurier, leader ®f the Liberal party. He
offered to place half the seats in the
cabinet at the disposal of the opposi-
tion leader, and as to policy and pmram
made no condition save that the coalition
cabinet should apply the draft to raise
necessery reinforcements for the army.
Sir Wilfrid refused to enter a coalition
or to support conscription. In a subse-
quent division in parliament on oonsm-
tion only twelve English speaking 14b-
eral members voted with Sir WiMrid.
while only five French members adhered
to the government.

Faili to effect & coalition with the
official leader of the Liberal party, Sir
Rcbert Borden opened negotiations with
representative Liberals in favor of the
draft. Over and over again the negotia-
tions were broken and renewed. A con-
venion of Liberals, representing the four
western provinces, met at innipeg,
adopted a radical fiscal and social pro-
gram, denounced the Borden government
as corrupt, feeble and inefficient, and
pronounced against a union or national
government under 8ir Robert Borden's
leadetship, Later western Liberal lead-
ers with whom the Conservative prime
minister had been in consultation sub-
mitted the names 6f four men, two Lib-
erals and two Conservatives, as alterna-
tive leaders under<whom they would
enter a union cdbipet.. In favor of one
ese, Sir George Foster, the prime
minister agreed to withdraw, but the
Conservative parllaméentary caucus ab-
solutely, if mot angrily, rejected the re-
signation, and definitely refused to con-
sider union under any other leader. The
caucus also Geclare@ unequivocally in
favor of union under Sir ert Borden,
and gave him full authority to proceed
with reorganization of the cabinet, with
a single to national rather than
party interests.

sir WIiifrid Laurier’'s Offer.

In the mean time parliament was dis-
solved and the !é&ountry stood on- the
threshold of a general election, Day by
day, as public feeling in favor of the
draft seemed to strengthen, the rift in
the Liberal party widened. Sir Wilfrid
Laurier intimated to his closer party
asscclates that he was ready to resigh
the Liberal leadership if that was thought
desirable in the party interes{. But he
received general and fervent assurances
that his resignation was not wanted,
that there was a formidable feeling in
the ecountry against conscription and that
he alone could combine the forces which
were naturally against conscription and
against the government, There is rea-
son to think that if  Sir Wilfrid had
actvally resigned union government
would have become impossible. A leader
of the Liberal party favorable to the
draft would have been chosen, the Lib-
eral rty now divided by conscription
would have been largely reunited, and
the elements of the population hostile to
the draft and careless about the war left
to choose hetween two conscriptionist
parties, or at least two conscriptionist
leaders, No doubt it was felt that the
great mass of such people would, in any
event, vote against the leader and the
government responsible for Canada's par-
ticipation_in the war. But Sir Wilfrid
Laurier did not resi and evidences
muitiplied that he a formidable fol-
lowing in the  constituencies, Again,
therefore, negotiations for a coalition
government, never wholly abandoned, be-
came active, and at last success was
achieved. ,

Liberals Strongly Represented.

In the new cabinet there is a strong
representation of the Liberal party. On-
tario sends N. W, Rowell, K.C., Liberal
leader in the provincial, or state, legis-
lature, one of the very best platform
speakers in the country, and, after Sir
Wilfrid Laurier, perhaps, the chief figure
in Canadian Liberalism, From the east
come F. B. Carvell of New Brunswick
and George H. Muyrray of Nova Scotla,
Mr. Carvell was the most -influential
Liberal member from his province in the
last rliament, while Mr. Murray was
Premier of Nova Scotia, where the Lib-
eral party has held office continuously
for a generation. m the west come
% RS ('lrera.r. president of the Grain
Growers’ Company “of Manitoba; J. H.
Calder,.who was a member of the pro-
vincial government of Saskatchéwan, and
{:{ L. Sifton, who was Premlier of Alber-

All these have been aggressive advo-
{ cates of low tariff. They were vigérous
| supporters of the reciprocity agreement
with the United States, which was re-
jected in 1911, when the Conservative
leaders overthrew the Laurier adminis-
tmtlgn. The grain growers, of whom
Mr. Crerar is one of the most influential
leaders, are in or of a wide measure
of free trade with the United States,
lower duties op British manufactures;
and ultimate free trade between Great
Britain and Canada, The organization
has a membership of 40,000 or 50,000,
and, while a co-operative movement
rather than a political party, has a defi-
nite political program. Indeed, the great
majority of the members are embraced
within the western Liberal party. It is
remarkable that these western radicals
should have coalesced with the Conserva-
tive protectionists of older Canada
against the leader of the Liberal party,
who professes to be a free trader, and
whose government made the trade agree-
ment with Washington six years ago.
Still, one does not have to go fat for the
explanation. It is held that if Sir Wil-
frid Laurier, opposing conscription,
should carry the country, any govern-
ment that he form would depend
upon Que Yo and the groups opposed to
he war, and that his success in the elec-

tive will disappea

could

HER CROSS |

=

tion would be ‘equivalent to a denial of
reinforcements for the Capadian army. in
France and the practical with’rawul of
the Dominion from the conflict The coa-
lition means, so far as the object can be
achieved, a union of the English-speak-
ing people to prosecute the war with
greater vigor, and the political isolation
of Quebec, which has held the balance of
power in parliament ever since confeder-
ation. In the new cabinet there are only
two French ministers, and these are
among the least weighty of its members.
What the New Party Means.

Long and eventful political and na-
tional consequences must follow the coa-
lition, Many new parties have had birth
in the United tSates and Canada. Every
new and -extreme manifestation of opin-
fon in the United States affects the Do-
minion., Most of our new parties have
been of American origin, - But, of all the
parties which have been born in two
generations, only the Republican party
has survived. Probably the second to
have the real gift of .life will be the
Unionist party of Canada. Its appear-
ance may profoundly affect domestioc
policy, and the Dominion’s relations with
Great Britain and the United States, Al-
tho expressing, as it will, the sentiment
of the more British element of the popu-
Jlation, it .wili be neither Jjingolstic nor
Tory. It will take as much from the

beral as from the Conservative party.

will mean lower tariff, woman suf-
frage, national control of railways, subor-
dination of provincial to national inter-
ests, less dependence upon racial -and
clerical influenceés, close commercial and
political co-operation with the maother
country, and a liberal disposition in inter-
national relations,

General Mewburn May Disband |
Military Hospitals Commission

Kingston, Oct, 33.—In military oir-
cles there is an apparently well found-
ed rumor that Major-Gen. §. C. Mew-
burn, the new minister of militia, is to
disband the military hospitals com-
mission and turn ‘over ail that work
to the medical service of the militia

department.
ATTENMPT TO ESCAPE FOILED.

Kingston, Qct, 2 —Wiliam Du-
ch:rme, brcught down from Darry
Scund to serve seven years for forg-
ery. while in the police cells awaiting
his removal to the Portsmouth priscon,
«mashed up a b2ach in his cell, and
was prying off bars when caught by
the prlice, He was afterwards shack-
led #nd later land2d safely in the
pen.

FEW WILLING TO SERVE.

Kingston, Oct. 22.—The district reg-

istrar under the Military Service Act "

has. received 579 certificates of regis-
tration from men in this distrioct, and

SUSPECTED SPIES LEAVE
KINGSTON IN A HURRY-

Men Making ‘ﬁ:;c:; to Organs in ALL OVER NEWY |
Churches Found to Be Im- 8
postors, 3 \ ¢ it

Purchasers Limited to E;, "
or Two, Official Price
Being Eleven Cents.

Kingston, Oct, 23—Twe men who
posed, here as organ experts, and Who'
weré emzaged in making repalrs to
organs in St. Mary's Cathedral, St.
George’'s Cathedral and Queen Street
Methodist Church, representing them-
gelves to he connected with & promi-
nent Montreal firm, were found to be
impostors, and left the city suddenly
following an investigation, It is
thought they ‘gre German sples: as
they are of fereign extraction. It Is
re~alled that ‘German spies in Eng-
Jand secured work as onzan repairers
and placed bombs in churches.

AROUSES ANGER
OF NORWEGLAN
Conduct of Hun Raiders in

* Convoy Action Denounced
in Norway.

New York, Oct. 23. — With m
more stores displaying - ‘mo
gigns, plans to insure an equl
distribution of the remaining
available here were made at @ ™
ing today of sugar refiners, whole
ers and retallers. Commissioner
Markets Moskowitz fixed ten to
cents as the maximum retail prie
sugar by agreement of those atte
the meeting. Dealers changing
than this figure will be cut off”
further supplies. This provision
calculated to curb profiteering.

Further details of the plan, will
worked out at & meeting in the focs
offices of ‘the federal food admi
tion tomorrow. It is to bs made o
| tive as soon as .. draft

Patrons of most retail dealers
day were unable {o secure more
a pound or two of augar, DU
being limited to this amount €0 3
discourage hoarding.

Christiania. Oct. 22—The Norwegian
newspapers bitterly denounce the
“murderons attack” of the Germans in
the ‘convoy action last week in ‘the
North Sea. The newspapers in Ber. |
gen where survivors of the attack were
taken, demand the deportation from
Norway of all Germans employed by
the German General -Purchasing
Agency. These journals call the at-
tention of the authorities to the dam-
ger to Nonwegian trade from *“this
German gang, not only now, when
many of them are common spies, but
also in the future.”

The Christiania newspaper Vendens-
gang says the affair was characteris-
tic German brutality and exceptional
cowandice. The newspaper adds thet
the Germans, having put the British
warships> out of the game. acted
against peaceful merchantmen as if
they were the entire British navy.

“It was the most dastardly deed any
navy can boast of,’ says The Tidens
Tijen. “It outrivals all other crimes.”

Since the discovery of tin in Alaska
in 1902 nearly 1,000 tons of the metal
have teen produced, and it is be-

_€OMBINE IN TRIBUTE TO
LATE MAJOR REDMON

Americans, Irishmen, French and

Graveside of Irigh Officer,

British Front in France and Be
ghum, Oct. 22—(By the ASSC
Press.)—Representatives of the
erican army yesterday joined
with a delegation of civilians
Ireland and fighting men
pations in paying tribute
ory of Major Willam H.
brother of John Redmond,
leader, who was killed in badtle
suymmer and fs byried in the &
of @ convent not far from the
line,

The soldiers from Ulster and Sof
Ireland, together with British,
can, French and Belgian officers,
ered for the memorial service, W
included planting on, the grave

of this number 18 were willing to don
the uniform.

lieved that this year’s yield winl be
300 tons,

and shamrock from Vinegar Hil,
ford, where the Redmond family

)

Brewed
Exclusive
from
Choice
Malt and //

S

ot

imperial Stout is excellent for
convalescents. The healthful prin-
ciples of hops and malt are embodied
in this O’'Keefe brew, making a delicious
beverage for the table or the sick room.

\

STOUT

For Sale at all Hotels and Restaurants,
o"“b’,&‘m“mymctmc Dealer. |
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