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NO NOTE OF DEFEAT IS HEARD.
A FHOUSAND questions came over the tele-
hours of the big smash and for every suc-
eeding hour
““What’s doing on the war front?’
fiect of every eager inquiry

b

Just hell, that’s all!’’ was the final editorial

ffort at giving some conception of the news. That
was about the only adequate description, for the
first dispatches gave no clear story of results.
'he big gun that was firing shells into Paris
wothered many people. But the stark, staring
nswer sought was to the one question ‘“‘Did the
(termans break through?’’
Th
ore than the British and French broke through
of 1917. Towns have been cap-

n the offensive

tured, salients driven in, prisoners taken by the |

thousands and the defenders battered down with

veight of metal

vith the supreme conecentration of men and guns,
not a note of alarm from the British
commander-in-chief, Sir Douglas Haig. In ecalm
phrases he sent hearty words of praise to the
troops that were bearing the brunt of the on-
slanght, ‘I rely upon you to crush these attacks,’’
vas his stern military way of expressing his ut-
reliance in our forces—the English version
of ‘“‘They shall not pass.’’

[iven Berlin was not emitting the customary

éere was

¢
L1081

quawks of delight. While there were uncertainty |

and doubt and the knowledge that many square
miles had been taken, the note of defeat did not
strike the Allied peoples. So far there has been
hint of

k10 Ol

mpending. And this is regarded as the last de-

ermined throw of the Gerrians, born of despera-|
jon and the fear that in spite of purchased Rus-|
will |

an peace the whole Prussian structure
umple if the most decisive victory of the war is

t won 1n the present fight.

J'or Germany this last drive means everything. |

Me imminent danger of Ausirian defection and

rebellion at home has been considered. The

knowledge that the Allies cannot be beaten by |
my ordinary methods has led to the final effort |
to dislodge the whole organization of the western |
front from its base, casting dismal chaos upon |

of |

the Allies and securing command praetically
hases whiech would render ineffective a real co-
ordination of effort. But while the worst that
an happen to the Allies, according to the most
careful estimates, is the prolonging of the war for
more, the worst that can happen
to Germany is overwhelming defeat. That is, fail-

nother vear or

ure to erush the Allied forces on the west will be |
severe (German defeat than if Allied forces |
thrust into Belgium or Northern |

nore

aae a serious

ranece

The attackers must pay the price.
And Germany is paying the price. Her re-

s must soon be brought into the great strike |

V1CLory.

Her men will fight as well as men

no doubt;

fensive tacties

they

red defensive, with
ammunition.

of humanity’s cause

e 0 T
austible

PIrit

It will be a few days before definite solutions |
The |
iminlt of fighting will sway backward and for- |
The Allied commands will be playing their |

ne present advance will be given out.

etirement safely. They will also look forward to
¢ possible advantage of
o far.

another Marne or a greater Cambrai. Sheer
proved vietorious in this war.

on such a scale as will exhaust
completely, will force him to speedily
that will lack the
Hindenburg's boasts. German
date have been by lack of Allied
v treachery or by failure of pre-
1e (rermans cannot be mastered in

148 not

Verdun

peace terms

mboyaney of
‘tories up to
0-( ’“»}h:‘\‘riu[._ b
[f tl

iration.,

€ present s

i mastering them.
141 ol 1
s1e, andad 1§8)

even faintly sounded.

N

ple and press have had

JAND'S peo
vhich spoke of the United States hav-
Duteh ships after Holland had “‘re-
American ultimatum.” They declare

er heard of any ultimatum.

e use of the word in this connection is un-

to say the least. “‘Ultimatum’’ is too

losely associated with war in these days to be

0

wriunat

o

used lightly

ghtly or in place of a harmless word like
“‘alternative.”” Perhaps the Government at Wash-
gton will consider it worth while to trace the
dispatch to its source and find out whether the
tionable word was used inadvertently by a
American or with malice prepense by a Ger-
trouble-maker. Little clues sometimes lead
to the discovery of enemy plots and if Germans or
pro-Germans can do anything to cause ill-will
between the United States and Holland they will

not let pass any opportunitties.
'I‘HEYV BLAME THE GOVERNMENT.,
ISAPPOINTMENT is expressed by many of
the officers and men
cause the division is not to cross to France as a
unit, but is to be broken up for reinforcements.

He adds that some officers blame the Union Gov-
ernment for promising that if compulsory serviee

~

11

obiec
rood

nan

phones of The Advertiser during the early |

was the

e Germans have not broken through any|

" S Ay a 0 r_o | = h . . \
N H'.I“ after more than forty “ght-wul tend to reduce it will be welecomed, so long !
hours of the most intense and desperate attack, | ,

disaster as having happened or as|

but while they may develop new |
will be up against a pre- |
ample reserves and inex- |
And, greatest of all, the!|

(Germany going ahead |
The unusual fervor of the Germans for |
tig offensive may blind them to the possibilities | .

truggle, then there is no possibility |
The chances lie on the Allied |
to the present no note of alarm is|

their |
fturt by a dispateh from Washing- |

were supported the future of the division Would?
be secured. Both the disappointment and the

{ blame are easily understood, and friends in
! Canada sympathize with the sufferers, having
| examples at home of the difference between the
| pre-election promises of the Government and the
| actual accomplishments. i
i The correspondent (and he is writing for a
f staunch Tory newspaper) says that when Sir Ed-
; ward Kemp, Canadian minister of overseas militia,
| was questioned about these political promises, he
grop]ied that the heads of the army were not tied
by political considerations; their duty was to win
the war and use the troops to the best advantage.
This is rather rich, coming from one who was very
much a politician and very little of an army head |
a short time ago. He thrusts aside polities as if |
they were not, and never had been, of any im.port- |
ance to him, but it is noticeable that this attitude
has been assumed only sinece December 17, 1917.
It is welcome assurance, if true, that the heads |
of the army are not tied by political considera-
| tions, but one cannot forget that Gen. Currie
| called for reinforcements in vain while he pro-|

|
|
|
|
l
!

| fessed to be bewildered as to the reason that cer-|
| tain available troops were not utilized. Perhaps |

not the chiefs themselves.

STYLE RESTRICTIONS.
ANADIANS may have to be content with Iess{;
ornamental footwear in the near future, and |
may have to submit to regulation of even the |
height of their boots.
which will prohibit the importation of fancy
coverings, and may go so far as to compel manu-
| facturers to use only standard lasts.
f It is possible that such laws would be wel-
comed by the great majority.
people to whom the amount of money spent 011!

|
{

| boots and shoes is not a matter of much concern,
tand who are eager to have the very latest styles,

| |

{ especially when these are so expensive as to as-|
| sure their not becoming common. But to ninety- |
inine out of a hundred families the cost of foot-!
| wear is a serious question, and anything which

as people are not compelled to wear anything
{ which is out of style in comparison with that worn |
by others.

The effect of prohibiting the importation of |
expensive boots from the United States will be |
{to reduce the trade balance which is so heavily |
against Canada. Millions of dollars worth of!
luxuries are being brought in by Canadians, and |
all are paid for in eash, which weakens the na—f
tion’s finanecial standing. It is important that |
| some way of reducing the $400,000,000 trade bal—é

Standardization would mean a great saving |
in leather and in money. It would prevent per- |
, fectly good boots and shoes being thrown aside |

| ance per year be adopted. !

{as junk just because they were out of fashion. |
| Those who want to pay big prices would be able |
to buy better quality materials, while others could !
have similar styles in less costly leathers. A re-|
strictive measure would be more popular titl
men than with women.

THE DOMINION ARCHITECT, |
HE POSITION of architect for the Dominion
is vacant. The duties are being attended to
by Richard Wright, who has been in that |
department of the Government for many years. |
Mr. Wright is a native Londoner, a son of the |
late Mr. John Wright, of the well known firm of |
builders, Wright & Durand, of this city. James |
| Durand, the other member of the firm, was several
times the Liberal candidate for London. .
Richard Wright received his professional |
education as an architect in this city under the |
then city engineers, Messrs. Robinson and Tracey, |
The late William Robinson’s students proved in
after life to be capable architects. His partner, T.
H. Tracey, one of them, afterwards became city |
engineer of Vancouver. Mr. Wright has been in |
| the public service for a number of years. He is |
| well qualified to ocecupy the position of chief
architect of the Dominion. His many friends in |
| this city would be much pleased to hear of
permanent appointment.
served promotion

T

his |
It would be a well de.- |

EDITORIAL NOTES.
Wilhelm calls this the decisive moment of the
war. When it passes without German vietory he |
will name another one. ; ’

Bavarian prince says Wilson is ready to ac-
cept Germany’s views. If so, German views must
have changed considerably in recent days.

Hindenburg is beginning to qualify his prom-
|1ses ol victory by prefacing them with ““God
| willing,”” which makes them meaningless,

A Windsor man told the magistrate he re- |
t quired one gallon of whisky a week to keep him

iin condition. His health is apt to suffer after

}

{ April 1.

i

|
!
1
s
]
{
f
|
,

|

] To the friends at home, word that Canadian
! solders are not in the present terrific battle is a
relief, but the men overseas will be eager to have
| a hand in the ‘‘big show.”’

Premier Hearst’s salary is increased by $3,000
per annum. This should go a long way towards
| counterbalancing the high cost How

of living,
do others manage to make ends

meet ?

é‘ It is to be hoped Col. John Currie, M.P., felt
{better after his outburst against G. M. Boivin,
{deputy speaker. That amount of bitter feeling

{pent up, might have caused a serious illness,
t

’

A Baptist clergyman from Canada goeg to a
United States penitentiary for 15 years as a re-
sult of making disloyal statements and hindering
military plans. The punishment fits the crime,

Waterford has given a deserved rebuke to
the Sinn Feiner who tried to secure the parlia-
mentary seat left vacant by the death of John
Redmond. The ballots were almost two to one
against him,

| when one reads that the total cost of food per

i Some governors should make fortunes by keeping

e o of the 5th Canadian |
Division, according to a correspondent, be- |

Jails do not seem such undesirable homes
head in these institutions is only 14 cents a day.

boarding houses.

Major-Gen. Mewburn would refer all who are
not receiving justice from the Government in
separation allowance to the patriotie fund. That
is one way of shifting burdens, but if the Gov-
ernment 1s to make use of the fund it is time it
also took over the raising and administering of it.
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FOR FRITZ'S SAKE.
By Mauna Cowiles.

“It 1s perfectly outrageous for you to

80 on talking German,” Mrs. Van Ber-

1g8en told her daughter Freda, as
japproached the
Bergens had

they
where the Van
winter apartments,

hotel
their

Freda raised two Teutonic eyes to her

mother appealingly.
notg
‘C

v

whose silky coat s

“But Fritz can-
ot understand English,” she said.
an you, Fritzi, dear?’ At which a
ery long short-legged dachshund,
owed Freda's de-

voted care, wagged his tail and flapped

his ears,
Freda's tone of voice,

He had at least understood

though not the

gist of the conversation.

“Well, of course, you will do as you

choose—you always do,” sald Mrs. Van

Bergen.
risks,
type.

th

blonde
and none of

T

{dog and your

“But 1 think you are taking
You are a perfect 'Gretchen
I can’t imagine where you get
1at flaxen hair. There hasn't been a
in our family for generations,
our father’s people looked
eutonic, tk awful German
ince nt ‘German. it

was your father's idea to have a Ger-

{man governess,

)

{secret service people are getting
! careful.”

{ Holland Du
anyway, I

not mine, You talk

{like a native, and added to that, the

| the hands of the chiefs of the army were tied but {Priaaof Y Tenues. W)

would
The
very

you

for an alien any time.

“But Van Bergen isn't German—it's
teh,” insisted Freda. “And
sure 1 don’'t look llke a

? vy

spy.”

| mother.,
people
Legislation is predioted would be just like the Huns to make
i ) : an
foot | Gret
| like.”

{ tude on her
}thuugh[ >
i Mrs. Van Bergen’'s ¢ 2
There are a few | that she was merely trying to frighten

re
I

on
B

| dle

Freda into
ecalled I 3
{ taken for a German girl, and German
Hrml@srmnr-'} not infrequently addressed
| her in their native language as a matter
lof course.

“You can never tell,” relterated the
‘““Sometimes simple looking

are shrewd enough, and it

little
look

accomplice of
chen—and that's

a simple
what you
Freda es resented thig atti-
mother’'s part, because she
that the motive was entirely

hatred of Fritz, and
11 she
been

ng up her
had frequently

giv

that

pet.

morning, as she was taking
fast in the Van Be n apart-
1 Y sitting
a cushion i at her side—for
reda brea

ind then began to fon-

long ears because she

needed some encouragement. The ar-
ticle whose headlines she had read told
of the taking of a girl as a spy, and
of the suspicion entertained by the
sacret service men of three or four
women accomplices. One of them, the
account sald, was a blonde young Ger-
man girl of the perfect Gretchen type.
She made her headquarters at one of
the big city hotels and was never seen
without a thoroughbred German dach-
shund. Soon, however, Freda forgot
her fright, and she was lighthearted and
joyous when she started forth from the
hotel with Fritz pattering behind her,
for her constitutional in the nearby park,
Even more joyous than usual she was,
perhaps, because as she passed sedate-
Iy from the elevator through the loboy
she chanced to see a certain well-built,
thoroughly American young man whose
eyves had more than once met hers as
they dined at adjoining tables in the
hotel dining-room. There had never
been an introduction, but today the
young man raised his hat in a dignified
manner as she passed in the lobby.
Somehow that little courteous ceremony
made the world seem like a nicer place
than ever to live in.

When Freda returned her mother
had gone out for a shopping tour and
again her only companion was Fritz,
{He sat beside her as she practiced a

3eethoven sonata on the piano. The
{ telephone sounded and presently her
i mother’s maid came to her to say that
ja Mr. Drew wished to speak to her.
| But as Freda had never heard of a
Mr, Drew and did not wish to interrupt
her practicing, she asked the malid
to take the message.

“He says he is very sorry, miss, to
disturb you, but all he wants to know
is whether or not you're a German.”
| Freda thought Iimmediately of the
| headlines she had seen in the paper.

“I can’t imagine why he wants to
know,” she said. ‘“Will you please ask
him who he is and what his business
is?”’

The mald returned, saying that Mr,
Drew realized that he had been abrupt,
but he would call and explain himself
at the apartment,

All Freda's fears returned, and gath-
ering Fritz in her arms, she hurried
to her room, assuring her pet in a vol-
ley of her best German, that she didn’t
deserve to be treated like a spy, and
that if they took her away to prison
even she would not be separated from
him.

Presently the mald came to her
room, bearing a card, Mr. Drew had
failed to put any of his personal call-
ing cards in his case this morning,
hence he had only a business card to
send to her. Under the name of Mr.
i Drew there was the simple words,
‘““National Detective Bureau,” and the
address of that concern.

! “He says if he could please to see
you, he would explain why he was in-
truding,” the maid said,

Freda’s round blue eyes were rounder
and biluer than ever, and her hcart

him I'm
“And if
ment,"”
voice,

the apa
he was
ered Mi
he had
from th
German
German
reason

adays,”

Freda

finemen

had never before beaten .
I had only taken mother's advice,” she
whispered to Fritz in German.

was surprised th

had judged from her appearance

manner,
to see me later.”

so fast. “If
“Tell
—I'm ill,”’ she said to the maid.
he starts to search the apart-
she added with trembling
“why, you'll know I've gone

down the fire escape.”
Mr. Drew did not attempt to search

rtment, but he told the maid
extremely sorry to have both-
ss Van argen, and that he
. she was ill, since
that morning, and
and
was speaking
was of
his only
he said.

seen her

e fact that she
to her dog, that she
origin. That was
for looking her wup,

“*One finds so few Germans about now-

in an embarrassed
will be able

he added
‘‘Perhaps she

kept to her room the rest of

the day, and as she remained in con-

t the snuspicion grew upon her

that the good-looking young man who
. had spoken to her that morning was no

| other than Mr.

heard t
| tive
their

not
Incident
knew
parting

BTY.
she

and
finally

wo

dine wi
right

no
German
ters in

When
mother
seen
somethi

The

be the
had din

he
with ¢
parents’

with vo
Freda

work were usually

appearance
personality,
BS to what to do about dinner.
want to

hat

this

dinner time,
mother's maid that she had gone

after
whom she wished to dine was not at
home, and what refreshments she did
have that night she got at a
pastry shop,
detective

she greeted her in the hall
her that a guest wag present, and that
she should be on her best behavior.

disappointment
daughter,

had come up

proval of
“] especially tried

Drew. She had often
hat men emgaged to do detec-
ingenuous in
and of attractive
was in a quandary
She did
tell her mother of the
the detective, for she
might mean a compulsory
with Fritz. She did not want

She

with

to go without dinner, for she was hun- |
Besides, if

she said she was ill,
treated as an invalid,
detested. What she
to slip away Dbefore
leaving word with her
to
th a chum and would be back
dinner, The chum with

uld be
she
did was

French
because she thought that
would ever suspect a
spy of making her headquar-
such an establishment. Besides

Fritz was very fond of sweets and she
knew they would not refuse him ad-
mittance there.

she came back, she found her

and father, whom she had not !
before that day, and

there was
mother’s manner as
that told

ng in her

guest was Henry Drew. Her

father had recently discovered him to

son of his
ed with

best friends
them, and, expre
at not meeting the
whom he had hoped to meet,
to their apartment
hem. Everything in Freda’s
manner showed supreme ap-
the young man.

to get in touch
norning,”” Mr, Drew told

He

u this
as

little tete-a-tete conversation. b
was awfully impertinengf of me, but
you see I'm working for my uncle—
that one that has a detective business
—and I'm on a shoplifting case—try-
Ing to locate some stolen goods. I in-
tercepted a letter written by the shop-
lifter to the person that disposes of the
goods and I'm trying to trap one of
them by writing another letter, forg-
ing the handwriting, arranging a
rendezvous. It seems simple enough,
but you see they were Germans. I
wanted to write the letter in German,
of course. I could have gone to some
German teacher, I suppose, but I
wanted to keep the matter dark, and
Since the war native Germans are so
scarce. I just hafi an idea that vou
could and would Nelp me out—but I
was sorry to intrude g
“Then you—you don’t think I'm a
Spy?” she said. ““And you don't think
I'm that Gretchen girl with the dachs-
hung they've been trying to find?”

sing |

soon as they could have a good.

“T think you are the most charming
llgt..le girl in the world,” sai@d Mr. Drew,
lwmch was perhaps indiscreet. Per-
haps it was not. For already Mrs,
1 Van Bergen was making plans for the
| engagement that she was sure would
{come about and Mr, Van Bergen
3"?'ﬂ?(‘1i11}: that if he had a really
y worth-while son-in-law that
jcould set him up in a business that
would be much more worth while than
| that of trailing shoplifters.

1

)
|
!
! °

By J. H. F.

|
' Wait a Minute
N
don and will go to
We have decided to

here,
City.

live

pull up

* % %

We regret that we have
London. It i8 a glorious city, flle
with the best people, kindly, courteous,
friendly. We have found them A1l
Lloyds during our stay in this eity.
causes a wrench, when one 1
good fellows.

* & 9

However, we will keep our ¢
tion with our old friends through
colyum. We will write it every
weather permitting, and we will
with you in the days to i We
thank you for all the kindness to us i
the past. We will come back often
| see our old friends.

% % 8
is drive get

llow does
one smast

breed

The
The Ameri-
It's horrible beyond

! Don't let
| skin. One
;s.u.mm(-x*v and
{ this war.
{ig still stre
a Verdun.

under

not make

vour

th

was |

he |

if | Jobs
In a few days we will be out of Lon- |
in Ottawa. |

stakes |
and pitch our tent in the Capitol |

to leave |

plation, but without the shedding of‘,
much blood there can be no peace.
® ®»

Kaiser Bill has been leading the,
battle in person. His precious self wiil
be kept many miles from any possibility
of danger. 3

® % £

The Germans have a gun that shoots
76 miles. When the Huns shoot the
chutes, there will be something better
to talk about.

* % &

German people will remember much
longer this drive, because of the myriad
graves it caused, rather than the cap-
ture of a few acres of churned-up
ground.

*® @ o

The Germans have taken Ham. They'
will scramble the eggs vet.

® ® &

An American elaims to have invent-
ed a waterproof, windproof and fool-
proof match. Now, if It were 'a
matrimonial match for instance, a lot
of folks would be quite interested,

2 % =»

More than 38,000 divorces have been
granted in Russia recently. No won-
der the girlg wanted to slough such
birds as the Russians. Wise girls.

L

Prohibition would have been dls-|
astrous in France. There would have:
been no wine cellars for dignitaries to
hide in during bombardments
members of parliament are
crazy to give the women the vote,
they yeil 'ike blue murder when it
proposed to place the girls in the same|
pews - with them. They want those

The

1

DANGEROUS COURTING
Man Who Claims To Be Undesr U. §

Draft Runs Foul of M, §, A,
Woolng.

by

particular address

court today witl
f the military service act fo:

leged fa

]

ure to register

Osborr provost marsha

t Whalen was arrested by

onnec- |’
the |
day, |

"ema

of farther

tumes.

INeoslin.

spring sunshine.
must have good looks, too.

ance—and the new

pearance only.

olin Soles

As for milady—spring shoes must
smartly harmonize with cksc spring cos-
Modern must be their appear-
-day style touch is

Nedlin Soles give to good-looking
shoes a distinctive finish. Above all,
they mark the modern mode.

Nor are Iledlin Soles modern in ap-
Modern are all their

qualities—meeting present-day demands
in shoe soles.

Waterproof they are—and permanently so. Un-

They’re comfortable, too, from the very st

e

Shoes with Easter Smartness

Easter morning—spring clothes and
And a man’s shoes

"easy as an old shoe,

ily.
prices.

Shoe repairers will INed-

soles,

lin-sole your present shoes
—with full soles or half

But in either case—on

trademark

new shoes or as re-soles -
be sure you see the Neslin

illustrated be-

low. Otherwise the sole is

not Neslin,

The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co,

of Canada, Limited

sightly rubbers become practically superfluous—
and the menace of damp feet disappears.

art

And they wear evenly and very slowly.

INedlin-soled shoes are built for the whole fam-
Most merchants carry various styl

es and

.

You will obtain them easily at shoe stores
that show this Nedlin price-ticket in the window.

s




