
i8 HIGHWAYS OF PROGRESS
to eighteen. Hankly. and without shame, this is
attnbuted to "the wearing out" of the soil, as if the
earth were a garment that must be destroyed by theweanng. ' '
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out, what IS to become of the race? The fact i. that
soils properly treated, maintain their productiveness
ndefimtety unde, cultivation. The further fact i,
that, with the disappearance of pestilence and the
discononuance of war that belong to the future, allcontnbuong to the growth of population, th. pro-
ductive capacity of the soil must be sustained at it,
highest point or the world suffer want.
The life^ustaining power of the soil is lowered intwo ways: First, by physical destruction, through the

carrying away of the earth to the sea; and, LZ,
chemically by the withdrawal of the element, required
for plant life The waste from the former cause isvejy great. It accounts for sterility in the older
which are al«, the more hilly, pordons of the cultivated
country, t may be easily checked or preventedThe agnculture of Japan, which is of the highest type
preserves a mountain farm inuct by ter^dng and'
careful modulation of its level. Professor Shalef says
that a field lymg at an angle of twenty degree, can be
»tally destroyed in a hundred plowing. ^ThrougLuAe South this process of denudation has proceed
far and 1, going forward rapidly. He estimates from
personal observation that in d,e State of Kentucky
where culuvaoon is hardly more than a century old


