
the renewal of the treaty in its present form, wliile it does

show that we have lost largely hy it in revenue to the amount

of a million ol dollars annually, which has gone into the jtoek-

ets of jiritish lishermeu who liave given us no etjuivalent in

ri'turn, Imt on llx; conti-ary, has served to luiild up and

strcu'^then the hshing mtere-t in the provinces and to weak-

en it in the stales.

rpon this (juostion of the fisheries it is proper to understand

that our treatit;s witii Kngland have not given us in any one

instance our full and jusl rights. Kiugland by her own doctrine

promulgated to nuUily the claims of the I'ope, has really no

exclusive riglits lieyoml what siu' holds hy actual jjossession,

or what has Ween voluntarily conc<;ded lo her. The fisheries

on the .North American C(jast w.ne a souice of profit to the

maritime nations of Europe anterior to any attempt at settle-

ment of the country, ^o far as they are proj)erty, they are

Joint pro[)erty. and were so at first considered of all maritime

nations, and the adjoining coast so fur as needful, for drying

and curing:- fish, was also considered joint ])roi)erty. The right

to fisii curried witli it the right to the use of the adjoining coast

for the purpose, that is to say, the rig-*lt to a fair proportion of

that coast, and these rights would still olitaiu but lor compul-

sory surrenders at different times to the demands of England.

Through fear of England's power, and l)eetuisc of the uiiscru

pulous claims of that government, we have yielded in every

treaty wilh her our just rights, it is j)roi)er iu any t'uture

negotiations to understand fully the jtast, and it may not jc

imi)roper to eiKiuire how far compulsory concessions made in

time of weakness are binding upon us. ^Ir. Adams in 1814

said that he would continue the war with England forever

rather than give ap the sea lislicries.

Tiiese fisheries are not only a source of profit to the country

by ailding to its wealth while they do not impoverish or

weaken, but they are nurseries for seamen, and in this view,

and in view of the demand humanity is making upon us, that

we should become the great maritime power of the world, wo

must hold inflexibly all that justly belongs to us in connection

with them. England claimed under the treaty of 1818, to


