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line of £8tinfftii«^««t itii(««ni«n. hav« made ineautiout dmiiniont ; and

if, in Ihw way, wo imv« ina<io a lifir({aiii wliicli Iwam liani upon o*ir«elvci

gtill, our (mmla and mmiU ttiitily against utt. Wo must lie Mnir« <:au-

tioua ihe next limo. " Ho that awearctli to his own hurt, and c'- imilh

not," IS declared in Holy Writ to giv* mte proc." that ho ia an upriKhl

nan, and will rocrivo iho appnihntioii of God. In K word, if VS unhin ••

ton and Knox, Ilnnidton nnd J«tr«:r-«on, compromittod tii< utercsta of

this country, by indwcreft and thouKhllc^M itiipiihtinns, .mml gain

wisdom by exfierionce, and appoint moro faithful and more considerato

public agents horcafter.

Having inquired into the meaning of the title and preamble of th«

treaty of Holstun, let me now direct the atlentioii of the reader to ita

provisions

:

" A»T. I. There ehall b« perpetual peace and (Vicndihip between all the ciliteiw

of the United State* of /.inoriua, and all Uie inOivtduaU coiupoeing Ihu whole

Cherokee nation of Iniliani.'*

If the " pence nnd frirndship" were to bo " perpetual," the future

cuntinunnco of the " Cherokee nation of Indians" for an indefinite

period, was taken to bo n matter beyond all question. It appears from

this article, as well as from the preamble, th-» "Indians" mnyconuti-

tute a " nation." The word tribe, when used to denote a community,

living under its oxen laws, is of equal force with the word nation ;
and

in this sense it is to be takon, wherever it occurs, in the courae of my

remarks. But the Cherokee nation had been divided, from time imme-

morial, into seven clans, sometimes called trihea, nnd the Choctaw na-

tion into two such tribes. This fact occasioned some of the peculiar

phraseology in the treaty of Hopewell. As the seven clans, or tribes,

of the Cherokees were united under one povemment, they were all

comprehended under the phrase of " the whole Cherokee nation of In-

dian* ;" nnd the word tribe is not found in the treaty of Ilolston. The

word nntion ia applied to the Cherokees, in this single instrument,

no less thnn twenty-seven liratM «^d a! /aya in ita large and proper

sense.

•• AaT. *. The undersigned chi.ii* tij.- warnon, for themselvee and all parte of

the Cherokee nation, do acknowledge theroaolTei and the said Cherokee nation,

to be under the protoction of the UniUd SUUe ot America, and of no other aove-

reign whatwever ; and they al»o mipulato, that the laid Cherokee nation will not

hold any treaty wi' Ji any foreign power, individual fcUate, or with individuals ofany

mate."

1 remarked upon the treaty of Hopewell, that it has always oeen a

common thing for weak states to rely upon the protection of stronger

ones. When a weak sta'.e acknowledges a superior, it is bound in good

. faith, to act in accordance with that acknowledgment ; but it is, in all

other respects, independent of the superior. In other words, it retains

all the rights, wbich it has not surrendered. This is the dictate of com-

mon sense, and is decisively stated by Vattel.

What is to be understood by the Cherokees being under the protec-

tion of the United States, will very fully appear in the course of this

investigation. In the very article just quoted, the Cherokees bind thein-
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