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ftanccs, we (hould (IHl perfift in our effort*

againft America—Let us look back to the mea-r

fures we have already purfued i and from paft

errors endeavour to colle6t precepts for future

wifdom.

The privilege of not being taxed without our

own confent, has, fince the earlieft periods of

our conftitution, been defervedly dear to every

Englifhman. Perhaps there is not one of which

the people are more jealous ; or even their re-

prefentatives, in times of the greattft corruption,

more watchful. Independently of the quiet en-

joyment of " priva«-e property" being one of

the three component parts of liberty, it forms

fuch a reftraint upon the royal power, as to

give to the people, could they remain uncor-

rupted, the controul over almoft every adtion of

the crown (a).

I will not enter into the queftion, whether a

diftant colony, dependent upon a kingdom, has

a right to fliare evtry privilege in common with

that kingdom ; or whether this country had any

juft claim of taxation over America unrepre-

fcnted. It is fufficicnt for the prefent purpofe

to confider, that this country attempted to exer-

(«). In De Lolme on the Conditution, p. 86, this is placed

in a very flrong light.
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