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<5very Art to monopolize it j for which Pur-

pofe, from the Beginning they have ufed their

titmoft Endeavours in time of War between

the two Nations, to procure a Neutrality in

North America, fo far as relates to the Fifli-

ery there j that they might even then carry

it on, and profecute their Voyages unmolefted.

3dly, The great Increafe of their Navigation

and Seamen arifing from this Fifhery 5 in

\vhich 564 Ships, befides Shallops, and 27,500
Seamen are employed; Circumftances, efpe-

ally the latter, which confidered with regard to

their maritime Force, are ofthemfelves as valu-

able to France as the Revenue of the Fifhery

itfelf : Well therefore might Pere Charlevoix

in his Hiftory of New France obferve, " That
" this Fifliery was a more valuable Source of
** Wealth and Power to France^ than even the
*• Mines of Peru or Mexico would be.

"

And this great Branch of Trade may be faid

to depend upon their PofTeffion of the Illand

of Cape Breton^ as it is impoffible for them to

carry it on without fome convenient Harbour
of Strength to fupply and protedl it ; and Loti^

isbourg is the only one, they have in this Part

of the yf/to//V Ocean. ''^

Befides the Fifliery, there are likewife other

Advantages which arife to the French from
their PofTeflion of this Ifland ; France has not

one Sea Port for the Relief and Shelter of her

trading Ships either to, or from the Eajl or

Weft Indies open to them any where in North
America, to the Northward ofthe River Mijt-

fippiy except Louijhourg', and of confequence,
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