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bappy spots on the bosom of the Pacific, where
the inhabitants had been christianized and civil-

ized, without having seen a European.*
This great moral revolution, unprecedented in

the history of nations, not only brought to a be-

nighted and wretched people the hope of eternal

life, but has proved the means of saving them from
almost total annihilation. Owing to the causes

mentioned in p. 187, especially the prevalence of

infanticide, the population of Otaheite, qnd other

* The faithfulness and success of the Missionaries in the 8.
Sea Islands being now matters of history, established on the
unimpeachable testimonies of British, American, and French
navigators, it seems strange that any persons bearinj^ the
Christian name, should have the hardihood and the malice, to
attempt to vilify the character, or depreciate the labours, of
those self-denied men, who deserve the tjianks of the whole
Christian world. The gross calumnies uttered against them
by Kotzebue, who, while committing the most notorious
blunders himself, pretends to correct Captain Cook, are tri-

umphantly answered by Mr. Ellis, in his Vindication of the 8.
Sea Missions ; where he also refutes some unjust reflections

of Capt. Beechey on the females of Otaheite. One of the most
unwarrantable and scandalous attacks on ibe Missionaries,
has been made in the '•' Eventful History of the Mutiny of the
Bounty," where they are charged with paving reduced the
Ta,bitians "to a state of complete pauperism,'' converted
their simplicity of character ** into cunning and hypocrisy,"
nay, dimmished the population of the island, through the
effect of *'f)raying, psalm-singing, and dram-drioking ! J f
How the salutary exercise of prayer, or the delightful duty of
praising God, could reduce the population, is an enigma not
easily solved; but the association of these with ** dram-drink*
ing," implies one of the foulest slanders that could have been
uttered. There is nothing which the Missionaries -have more
strenuously opposed than the use of ardent spirits, which has
proved one of the greatest obstacles to their »ucces8 ; and to
check this baneful destroyer, they have zealously laboured to
establish Temperance Societies, wherever drunkenness bad
prevailed. Turn'uall, in his Voyages, has well said, '*I know
no sufficient punishment that the vi^retch would merit, who
should import a cargo of apiritous liquors into the Sandwioti
or Society lalands ; it would in every respect ,be tantamount
to the wilful administration of an equal quantity of poisoa,
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